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children live
in conflict

Zones:

UNICEF

Reuters - London

NEARLY 87 mmillion chil-
dren around the world un-
der seven years of age have
been growing up in conflict
zones, in conditions that can
hinder the development of
their brains, the United Na-
tions Children's Fund said
on Thursday.

Exposure 10  exireme
trauma may hinder the
development of brain cell
connections, essential  for
health, emotional wellbeing
and ability to learn, UNICEF
said,

1n addition to the im-
mediate  physical threats
that children in crises face,
they ace also at risk of deep-

rooted emotional scars,” Pia

Britto, UNICEF chief of early
child developmert, said in a
statement.

‘Conflict robs children
of their safety, family and
friends, play and routine.”

“Yet these are all ele-
ments of childhoed that

_give children the best pos-

sible chance of developing
fully and learning effective-
lv, enabling them to cor-
tribute. to their economies
and societies, and building
strong and safe commuui-
ties when they reach adult-
hood.” | o

A child is bofn with 253

million functibning brain

cells called Teurons, which
have the potential to devel-
op rapidly "during the first
seven years of life before
reaching full adult capacity
of around, one billion ne-
rons, UNTICEF spid.

This, hoWwgver largely
depends-on ealy childhood
development such as breasl-
feeding, learning opportuni-
ties and a chance fo grow
up in a safe environment, it
said.

Extreme trauma puts
children at risk of living in
a state of toxic stress inhib-
iting brain cell connections,

.with lifelong conseguences

to their cognitive, social
and physical development,
UNICEF said.
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