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ﬁlm* Turning, the Brinsh
Iﬂﬂlhf'ﬂ"dﬂfldﬂ credited with

e ioverntion of  computing,
shought (the world would nced

no more than. 8 handfvl of
olectronic compuling machines.
Kie was a little cut; according
15 the market research coin-
pany Romitec, some 1.2 million
1B bit per nal computers are
now in use in Britain alone.
. This fi;ue does not  include

the multiplicily _uf smalfer

i games machines.

The Which Computer Show

" 4t the National Exhibition Cen-

; 1re, 1 Rirmingham last year
hus'ted some 450 companies
{ trying to sell even maove pet-
_ sunal .computers together with
the sottware and peripherals

¥ that a-::tm.ll.;; md.ku them u..e- g

ful, -
‘The bug stnr} at the show
was the nuinber of companies

oflrring computers claimed, to .

be  compatible with IBM’s
“second’ generation” persnnal
computers, the PSZ. This is

yeally a clutck” of 1mprove
‘ments, Tanging from 3 S-inch
disk drives (together and car-
YVIRE mOre datz than the pre
vious b5.25inch disks) to a new
-{ype of g:aphms .display. VGA,
which will give business mi-
crocomputers colour cisplays
with the resolution of video
sCIeelis, _
For maost people (e signifi
cant 1mprmcment is the new
ﬂpﬂ]"‘"‘tlng system, (the ‘““house-
kecping” software which gives
a cumputer its distinciive fech)
developed with IBM by Micro-
. soft., This nperating systems;
called NS[2, is designed to re-
place the - MS-DOS, thai is -
 standard teday. It will -allow -
the , writers

cessing). to make perogrammes
faster and casier to use.

This promise is still a little
in the future, however, In the
“meantime, il 15 important 10
“remember that Q8o will runm
only. on computcrs
around - MICroprocessers Rote
powerfuf than those in first
gereratmn m*:mmmputers
Expect- to see a bevy of new
machines centred around the
Intel goove and 80385 chips,
which landle data in chunks
twice as long as the 16-bit 3085

. + zhip in roost- IBM-style micro-

¥ .computers.

*.people 'who need compuiters
jor producing report: and han

- dling data buses and spread-

. sheet calculations. I6-bit per-
' ronal comnulers, working on
tHe MS-DOS operating sysfem,
should be powerful enough fur
ine forseeable future,

Portable and “laptop” coni-
ruters will figure strongly at
IﬂlE show. It wiil be the first
1pubhc showing of Amstrad's
L

o

iy apphcatmn S __

software {prugrammes ‘to do n-
specific job such as wnrd-prn—_

centred -

However, [0 most

for computers

.PPC computer, a. siandard’
IBM-wype machine which folds |
intfo a shoulder bag. Prices
range from £339 to £589, exclu-
ding VAT, roughly. half those
of rival IBM-cumpauble {ap-
10ps.

People who want- even more
compaciness will look at Can-
bridge Computer’s Z88 which
is the size of an A4 pad. This
computer, desruned by ®ir
Clive Sinclair, was launchf-d\*
two years aga. At the time, in-
dustry watchers, remembeling
some of Sir Clive's othér wen
tures, greeted the 488 with
susplcmn However, (he comn-
puter is now winning a follow-
ing as a practical business ma-
chine. |

1an finclair {nc relation to
Sir Clwe) authar of the first
mdepcndent book about the
%88, said. “It's the only truc
portable ‘computer. Ii's the
only -thing light cnough 1o 5it
on your lap for any lenglh of
time.'

Mr Sinclair has . b'u'hcular
praise for the built-in scitware
which comes with the 283 “It's
cxcllent, among tite. best inte-
grated qn{ iwarc I've’ seen. ¥
wish it was available ou, other
machines.” Mr Sinclair's oniy
reservations are the silent Tub-
ber keyboard and the lmited
'memory (the Z@ does not hove
internal disk_drives). “Certaln-'
ly, compared w:th some of
Clive Sinclabi’s’ machines in

the past, it's very good.” .

Most real idevdiopments “at’
last vear’s show are about ¥in-
ding new jobs for commuers
rather than producing new- ma-:

cllines. Some of the most ¢X-

citing developments ate in the
handling of pictures from
J'cnmputer screens.  Folaroid,

. laser printers become stancard

ter. The Japanese laboratories
which sei the standards in this’
technology =~ are . working on
such devices — but the pun-
ters will have to wait until
accessories. According to Rom-  next vear at the earliest.
lee, demand for laser p{‘ntﬁww |
is doubling every year,
An innovation breads one of
the final barriers to producing
rrofessional quality publica.
tmns -on micro-comptuters and
jaser printer's. A new E. itsh
company, Graphic. Solution:,
demonsirated what it cailed
the. first kit to put proper half-
tone piciures into defktop pub- '
ishing. The devig can take in
images from a video camera
or scanner, manipulatc them
on screen, -and  orint  them
¢ither alone or as part of a
published document on a iaser
pnnter. :

“For less than £10.600, nn;-
body can set up their own pub-
lishing campany,, said Guv,
Coldwell, managing dlrectﬂr of
Graphic Solutions. "Préviaus
svstems; without half-tone. re-
production, ;h:w;, been totally

a £3000 yprinter | claimed to
Fave the lowcest oSt por. page
L Ve, 121: BN
. Prices will fall” further as

1.
- e el

"I‘HHLCEptablc One of the sys
4em’s tricks is to boast, by
roughty four times, ‘the fine

resolution of conventional laser -
printers which form their wma-
ges from 33y dots per inch.-

The systemt will appeal  to
“anybody who necds to com
bine graphic images with text,”
Mr Ctoldwell said. Estatc agents
are one potential market. The
system is ¢laimed to bc com-
patible with’ th2 most popular
page make- upasoftware such as
Ventura Publisher and Aldus

Fagemaker,
" The next brca.kthmugh wﬂl-
be ::ainur rrinting, although

this is still waiting for the ar-
nval of “1he ~colotir - }aser prin-

best. .known. for instant—picture
cameras, - i3 demonstrating a '

new version of its Palette sys
tem, -which produces  instant
phutugraphs or slides from
computer graphlcq Produc:mg
slides 1n. tlns way is one of the
few fields in which.a computcr
really docs  save money. the-|
company clatms, « 4

Palctte mmes into its own'!
as 3 way of producing slides
of charts and graphs. The seft- 1
ware and camera Cost aroung :

£2000, and edach shide: wnrks
out at less than £l "WL COM-

==

‘pared this with an c¢utside L
bureau, which took 3 week,
they didn't get it right and

invoiced us £150,” said Rnbln
Cartwright marketing manﬂgzr

A more conventional way of ;
presenting ‘information from a

computer is to print it on pa- -

per. The firm trend here 1s |
towards laser priniers,
work on a similar principle 1o
Merox photocopiers, producing .
prints of far higher guality
{anc wnhfar ‘less noise) than
dot-matrix printers. Prices are

SUIMDYS S8 eqmysel, "1sej] 3utjjess

which i

=== —wrmm - -




