NEWAGE

Salim Osman claims he'¥

humiliated atheist .
not teacher

Our correspondent -
Narayangaj
JATTYA  Party Iawmakerl

AKM  Salim Osman on'
Thursday reiterated that he
would not apologise and
claimed that he did not hy- .
miliated a ‘teacher or Hindu
man’ but forced an ‘atheist’
to go up and down holding
the ears.

At a views exchange
programme at Narayanganj
Club, Salim Qsman, draw-
ing attention of health min-
ister Mohammad Nasim,
said, 'Come to visit Nary--
anganj...If needed, heat me
with shoes but do not ask
me {o apologise.’ )

He said, Nasim Bhai, I
had forced a man, who had
insuited Allah, to go up and
.down holding ears, but a
minister had made a traffic
police to go up and down by
holding the ears and nothing
happened to the minister’

Salim is facing rage of
protests across the country
for forcing Piyar Sattar Latif
High School head teacher
Shyamal Kanti Bhakta to

‘80 up and down helding

the ears after mob beating
on May 13 on allegation of
making derogatory remarks
on Islam,

The mob was mobilised
through an announcement
from a local mosque that Shy-

amal made ‘offensive ‘com--
ments about religion’ while

meting out corporal punish-

ment to a student on May 8.~

A video clip,” which
showed that Salim, Bandar
upazila education officer
AKM Nurul Amin and oth-
ers were humiliating the
teacher, when people were
shouting Joy Bangla slogan,
went viral on social media
and drew widespread criti-
cism.

In the face of widespread
criticism, Salim reportedly
had been behind a num-

‘ber of processitns, rallies

and others programmes,

organised by local Islam--

ist organisations and others
in Naryanaganj demanding
punishment of Shyamal for
his alleged derogatory com-
ments on religion,

~ An education ministry

probe, however, found that
the allegations of hurting re-
ligion sentiment by Shyamal
were false,

Although Salim Osman
is reportedly getting support
from activists of local units
of the ruling Awami League,

iits key central leaders are

criticising him.

Mohamsmad = © Nasim,
while ‘visiting ailing Shy-
amal at Dhakd Medical
College Hospital on May
21, said that Salim Osman
should not attend pariia-
mentary sessions ‘if he has
any shame’ and ‘should
apologise to the natior’,

Salim Osman at Thurs-
day's views exchange pro-
gramme said that he can-
celled his press conference
on May 24 being asked hy
his party chairman HM Fr-
shad.

Salim claimed that Shy-
amal had demanded Tk 1
crore from him.

Earlier on May 19, Salim
claim that the teacher him-
self opted to go up and down
holding the ears to save him-
self from public wrath.
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