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Former and current top
commission officials ob-
served that in the absence
of proper monitoring by the
commission, activities of
religious, extremism were
getting stronger in private
universities. They added
that some faculty and board
mernbers of private univer-
sities were helping to breed
such dangerous activities
using students.

Former commission
chairman AK Azad Chowd-
hury and current chairman
Abdul Manpan admit-
ted that the commission
did not have capacity for
monitoring  ‘subversive,
anti state and militant
activities' at the private uni-
versities.

“UGC does not have
enough manpower and
expertise to monitor such
activities, Abdul Mannan
said at a press conference
on Sunday.

He, however, said that
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THE University Grants Com-
mission on Sunday formed a
three-member committeeto
monitor extremist activities
at the universities and. cpl:
leges while incumbent and
former top commission offi-
cials observed that the com-
mission lacked enough ca-
pacity for such monftoring.
The supervisory body
asked all universities and
colleges affiliated with uni-
versities to form an hour
long human chain from
'11:00am on the campuses
today against religious ex-
trernism to mark the one

“a Guishan café on July 1 that
killed 22 people inéuding
17 foreigners and two police
officials.. :
- The commission came up
with the move as referring to
.the police investigators me-
dia reports revealed involve-
ment of former and current
private university teachers
and students in the attack
on the Gulshan cafe on July
1 and a police checkpoint
near the country's biggest
Eld congregation at Sholakia
in Kishoreganj on July 7.
Corumission ~ member
Md Akhter Hossain will
lead the comimittee that in-
cludes commission officials

month of extremist attack on

the commission had 1o
negligence in monitoring
academic and administra-
tive activities of the private
universities.

Mannan warned that the
commission would recom-
mend stern actions against
private and public univer-
sities if existence of any
religious extremism on the
campuses was found.

‘The commission chair-
man said that they had no
official data of how many

students ané teachers of
how many private univer-

sities had link to religious
extremism.

According to media re-
port, 33 students of univer-
sities, 18 from four public
universities and 15 from
five private universities
had been identified as ex-
tremists.

He, however, did not
name the students and uni-
versities. .

Two of the five attack-
ers who were killed in a
military operation at the
Gulshan cafe were students

of private universities. One
of the attackers in Kishor-
ganj was also a private uni-
versity student.

According to Dhaka Met-
ropolitan Police, three of
the nine suspected Islamist
extremists killed in ‘Opera-
tion Storm-26 at a Kalyan-
pur house in Dhaka early
July 26 were private univer-
sity students. .

Police suspect at least
two private university
teachers for recent attacks
-nd one of them was ar-
rested and the other was
missing.

Seven of the eight peo-
ple convicted of the Febru-
ary 2013 murder of blogger
Ahmed Rajib Haider were
private university students.

There are 94 private vni-
versities having about over
4 lakh students.

" Sections 6(10), 48 and
49 of the Private Univer-
sity Act 2010 empower the
commission to take actions
against universities if the
universities are found in-
volved in activities against
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independence of Bangla-

‘desh, its sovereignty, na-

tional interest, direct or
indirect involvement in
terrorist and extremist ac-
tivities, )

‘The commission usu-
ally moniters academic and
admimistrative activities of
private universities...I am
not aware of any monitor-
ing of subversive, anti-state
and extremist activities at
the universities’ former
commission member Atful

Hye Shibly said.
He said that they had
recormnmended actions

against several private uni-
versities on law and order
issues.

AK Azad Chowdhury
said that the commission
had no capacity for proper
monitoring of subversive,
anti-state and extremist ac-
tivities as it was'not given
enough power.

Abdul Mannan said that
they were. trying for an
overall restructuring of the
commission for its empow-
erment.
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