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Hun

at murder of
online activist

Staff Correspondent

STRONG  protests  were
launched on  Thursday
against killings of secular
writers, bloﬂoers and pub-
lishers in the country as a
Jagannath  University law
student and secular online
activist was hacked and shot
to death in the Old Dhaka ou
Wednesday night.*

Nazim Uddin Samad, 26,
who was critical of Islam in
social media, was attacked
in Ekrampur intersection at
Sutrapur by undefined as-
sailants at about 8:45pm on
Wednesday, said Sutmpur
police station officer-in-cah-
tge Tapon Kumar Saha.

“The assailants hacked
him with a machete and
shot in the head from close
range to confirm his death,’
Tapon said.

The latest incident took
to six the number of secular
bloggers, writers and pub-
lishers killed since the mur-
der of Avijit Roy on Dhaka
Untiversity campus in Febr-
ary 2015,

Hundreds of Jagangath
University students hlocked
the busy Sadarghat road for
soveral  hours  demanding
that the killers be brought to
jnstice.

Jagamath Lmvemtv stu-

Continued from page 1
Wari police division deputy
cominissioner Sved Nurul
Islam said, ‘It seemns that it
is a targeted killing... Police
suspected * that exiremists
killed Nazim for his stance
against Islam.’

Nazim was from Bi-
vani Bavar of Sylhet and a
resident of Gendaria in Old
Dhaka. He came to Dhaka
two menths ago to study law
at the university,

Nazim was critical of Is-
lam in a number of recent
Facebook postings.

In a posting, Nazim de-
scribed Allah as the imagi-
nary creation of the Prophet
Muhammad (SM). ’

In another posting, Nazim
described that Allah himself
betrayed Satan, represented
as villain in Islam.

Wari police deputy com-
missicner said that the as-
sailants might have followed
*Naziir's movement since
long and finally attacked on

- Wednesday night.

»

Nazim Uddin Saméq

dents called strike at all edu-
cational institutions across
the country for Sunday un-
less the perpetrators were
brought to book:\

Left leaning " Progressivée
Student Alliance extended
is support to the strike.

Youth-led secular plat-
form Ganajagaran Mancha
also staged protests at Shah ]
bagh and brought out a Tirch
pracession demanding that
killing of secular peoplo be
stopped

United Nation and Euro-
pean Union also condenined
the killing and demanded
protectég m for online activists.

NaAfs friend Kawser
Ahmed said that Nazim had
received anonvmous threats
over phone ‘telling him not
te write on Facebook.”

‘He was also altacked in

after the killing of blogger
Ananta Bijoy Das, but Could
manage to escape,” Kawser
said, adding that Nazim was
among 84 bloggers who were
on hit list by Islamnists.

«Sylhet Metropolitan Po-
lice deputy commissioner
‘Faisal Mahmud said that Na-
zim had not asked for police
profection.

Police officers sajd that
Nazim was on his way home
after attending evening class
at the university when he was
attacked by some four to five
people near the university,

Continued on page 2 Col. 2

UN, EU, AI
urge govt
to protect

‘online

activists

United News of Bangladesh -
Dhaka

THE United Nations has re-
newed its call for the security
authorities in Bangladesh to
‘adequately  protect’  online
activists who might be at rigk. -
In a statement on Thurs

Sylhet in May 2015 a fow days omeContinued nn nadn 2 Fal 1

‘Hundreds protest at murder

Although no group has
claimed responsibility for
the murder so far, police are
investigating the murder
considering the involve-
ment of extremist groups,
he said.

Police  officers  said
that Nazim's friend Sohel
Ahmed was accompanying
him when he was attacked.

Sohel told police that he
narrowly escapec the attack
and could manage to flee.

The shop keepers around
the spot who witnessed the
incident said that the attack-
ers were numbering four to
five.

- Sohel told New Age over
phone that he was upset and
could not give any.interview
to journalists.

Police said Sohel had co-
operated police and he was
now in his family custody.

‘The assailants were on
foot...They caught him and
started hacking, and they
lef: soon after shosting him
in the head, said a tailor

shop employee in the area.

‘It seemed he was hacked
with machete.. The brain
gushed out as his head was
severed from the forehead,
said Sutrapur police station
sub-inspector Nurul Islam,
who conducted the inquest
of the body.

Secular writers and bioO-
gers alleged that Nazim was
killed for his free thinking
write-ups. '

Ganagagaran.  Manchs,
spokesperson Imran H Sark-
er said that Navim was with
the Mancha, which cam-
paigned for capital punish-
ment for all'war criminals of
the 1971 war of independ-
ence, since 2013,

‘He was a secular online
activist and a critical of any
social injustice and funda-

mentalism,’ said Imran at a

protest rally at Shahbagh.
He blamed the pervasive
culture of impunity for the
unabated murders of secular
writers, bloggers and pub-
lishes one after another.
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