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! Tl}efBangladesthmes
AOMPUTER-CONFIDENCE

“behind. It is not possible 1o catch up through the

! traditional technology. We have to gn, in a big way, for |
! the 'modern Information chhnﬂln;:y (IT) which_

f combincs the computer and communications technology.

The journcy on the new course has indced already

Tbcgun and the progress in rccent years at lcast in some’
;limited spheres may be termed phenomcenal. The.

- newspaper industry is far ahcad of others in this respect.
The Icading dailies and periodicals have mostly switched

4 over to the new technology which not only reduces cost

* but also cnsures better quality production. The old

. establishments had™ of .course faced tremendous -

resistance from their respective workforce. But the battle
. against technology is csscntially a losing one. There is

opportunitics for the latest technology onc runs the risk
of failing irretricvably in the race. It should nic vertheless
be ensured that the changeover is effccied with lhc Icast
] pmq:hlc SUrcss.-. .
- The use of thic new technology in othcr ficlds in the
country is still limited-mainly 1o institutions handling

f really no options and unless one seizes onc of the carly -

computers—ihe uses to which it may be put, the benefits

/ farge . volumes of data. The knowledge about

- that may be derived and so on—are still limited. It has

"nol travelled any distance either horizontally or
vertically, and most of the policy makers and many of

- -the top cducauomsls are almost unaware of the benefits
of computers. - | :

The 50 and odd compulcr training schmls in Lhe
capilal running courses of different types do not seem to
have made much of a dent in the situation. It has
ccrtainly ‘increased”the number of users of pcrsonal

wide. And that too due mainly to lack of information.

technology. All'the same there should be dctcrmmcd

commercial houses for enthancing ‘;pced and increasing
cficiency.

In contrast to this unencouraging plC[lll‘B of computer
. usc, Banglddcqh manufactured computer-hardware are
alrcady in the world export market. The sector has been

be dong.

The _issues- came to the fore at a seminar on
"Inl‘ormanon technology for economic and social
benefits«—options for Bangladesh” held at the Institute of
- Engincers, Bangladesh (IEB). The founder president of

LTI W

Rescarch - (ICVTR) Prof A'M Patwary said at- ihe:

‘seminar organised by the IEB that some companics in
- Dhaka were producing hardware of micro computers

'We have to keep.pace with the times. The world has \|
alrcady moved a long way into the "Age of
;Information”. Despite potential Bangl.desh lags far-

computers but the gap between the need and use remains ;

cfforts 10 introduce the systcm in public offices and

geuing mccmwcs but somclhmg more perhaps nccds to_ :

Bangladesh: Computer Socicly and Director General of .
the, Intemallonefl Centre for Vocational Trammg and

with impressive seals and exporting them. He expressed .
optimism about development of computer technology in
the country and said the Bangladesh Cnmpuler Council -

- (BCC) should act as a-calalysing agent in the ficld

The main battle in the sphere has thus to be fought |
against ignorance. The most eflective stratcgy for that -
obviously is 10 acquaint thc school kids with the |
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helping the users and manufacturers of computer |

softwarc and hardware. Prof Patwary felt that the share -

of Bangladesh in the world computer market was shll

i verysmall.

- We hope thc issucs would be taken up scnously and
the new generation equipped adcquatcly to face the 21st
- century with r.:onf dence.
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