/ INTEGRATIO@ OF SCIENCE

WITH EDUCATION

- There 18 a clear perception among policy makers that
integration of science with thé education delivery system -
is an imperative to bring about any meaningful change in
the life of the average Bangladeshi. The commitment to .
this-principle was: reiterated recently by the Presidential -
Advisor on Compulsory. Primary Education, Mr, Md.

Mansur Ali Sarker while addressing the meeting of the

Association for Scicnce Co-operation in Asia (ASCA) .
held at Bangkok. The Advisor underscored . the -
importance of a policy formulation process which secks.

to achicve a higher-level of lmng standard basod on a
greater asscition of scientific cducation.

.~ The meeting, chaired by the Minister of Science and
Technology of the Royal Government of Thailand, was’
significantin a ‘special way because Thailand belongs to
. that select group of Asian countries which have been able

to use technology 10 leapfrog chasms of poverty into the: ~ }

late 20th century in tcrms of cconomic potential and
growth, Thailand has much 1o thank the role Lhat science.

and technology has played in the dfamatic cnhunccmont "

of its status in the comity of nations.

In his speech Mr. Mansur Ali Sarker sald lhat the
‘goveriment of President Ershad had announced a science.
- policy and a national committee has becn set up to inves-
* tigate various issues concerning development of tcchnol-
ogy mcluding its transfer and import, The focus of atten-
tion on research and development, the Advisor pointed
* out, was the imporiance the government was attaching 1o
. the eflorts.of evolving a sct of guidclines Wthh could
eficctively promote developmcnl Process in oountnos like

i. Bangladesh which lag behind its Asian counterparts in the
¢ application of technology for overall uplift cffons -an ag-
- ile. work force and good tcams of scnonui“ ic cxpcrls

nothmotandmg

That technology has an important beanng on eco-

nomic and social progress 15 not dcbated any moro any:-
where but the question is : how far can the LDCS ;:xcrolse

options in the matter. While the developed counmcs can -

cxpect their advanced market forces 1o impel fesearch to-

- wards profit and gain; the rolc of Lhc same in developing -

- countries has been manifestly diff érent, While followin g
the dictates of the market, many advanced countries have
- gone- into arcas of dubious cnterprisc including arms

_manafacturing and dumping of goods nthe Third World.
Some developing countrics are not free from such -

sins either.. A policy of producing arms, chemical .

‘weapons and harm{ul products which generate mgh prof-f i
its has been pursued with the resultant misdirected na-

- tional energies and -consequently distorted, if not retarded
growth. The developing oounmos must try’io learn from *

this.

“The Bangladcsh Advisor on Compulsory Prlmary
Education is in a better posmon than most to recognise
the crucial role of téchnology,in'ihe” transition of a couniry-
like ours from the doprcssmgnsnuauon of todayito a

higher socio-economic platcau. Citing the emphasis of the._ |
~ Govemment of President Ershad on education, with spe-

- cial focus on female education, he delivered the message
at the Bangkok mceting that lack of resources would not™

 be allowed 1o stand in the way of formulation of policies
~which can help usher in an cra of progress and well-being

of the people. For developing countiies like Bangladosh -
technology can be the best weapon 1o ovoroomo poverl}f ﬂ

illiteracy and a host of social ills.

. 'The national governments require the support of net-
working.organisations like ASCA which have acquired a
vast storchouse of knowledge and expericnee that can be
profitably replicated. By committing itself to the concept

of Compulsory Primary Education and -the.idea of inte- |
« grating science into every aspect of development efforts -

the Govemnment of Bangladesh under the pragmatic lead-

CI'S]'HD of President Ershad has already rnado thc: first right
move.

]

8|

"J

l
»
—_ - - -

.
L e e = * .- 1 LT

1

1\ i

-.q"".
L]
-

r
-1

49 NGV 1330

m‘@/ v D

.1---“* ﬂ__—,‘_ P p—

REs

The Bangladash Times




