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THE High Court Division
on Monday struck down
imposition of income tax
on private universities,
medical, dental, engineer-
ing colleges as well as in-
formation technology insti-
tutes.

The court also directed
the- government to return
in 30 working days income
tax collected from 46 pri-
vate universities since July
1,2010.

The court declared a fi-
nance ministry notification
under which income tax
was collected from the pri-

vate universities, medical,
dental, engineering col-
leges and IT institutes from
July 1, 2010 .

A bench of Justice
Sheikh Hassan Arif and
Justice Bhishmadev
Chakrabortty gave the di-
rective while disposing of
46 writ petitions filed by as
many private universities.

The writ petitions chal-
lenged the legality of im-

posing income tax only on

private institutions impart-
ing higher education.

In the face protests from
the students of private uni-
versities, the government
withdrew 7.5 per cent vale

added tax on their tuition
fee in Sepiember 2015.
The government had im-
posed VAT on their tuition
fees iri 2010,
The HC calleé collec-
tion of 13 per gent fax on

incomes of+only private.
universities, medical, ded-

tal and engineering col-
leges and IT institutes as
discriminatory to them
when the public universi-

ties enjoyed full exemption-

from paying income tax,
lawyer Mubammad Sakha-
wat Hossain, who appeared
for 25 writ petitioners said
quoting the verdict.
Imposition of “income

Oy . .

e

7 0§ SEP-208- .
-9. ok . ""2--\----

‘tax on the private institu-
tions discouraged impart-
ing higher education by
them when the government
failed to create sufficient.
facilities for higher educa-
tion.

Imposition of income
tax or the private institu-
tions also contradicts the
_fundamental principles of
the. seite policy on educa-
ttiog:}bspelt out in the Consti-
tutlon, said the verdict.

Députy attorney general
Sarder Md Rashed Jahan-
gir, who appeated for the
state told New Age that the
government would soon
appeal against HC vérdict.l\
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