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INTERNATIONAL DAY AGAINST DRUG ABUSE

with drug problem
among students

Mohiuddin Alamgir

WHILE most secondary
and higher secondary edu-
cational institutions in the
country deal with varying
degrees of drug problem in
relation to their students,
11,000 of 32,000 such in-
stitutions are yet to form
anti-narcotic  awareness
commitiees, while the re-
maining ones mostly have
ineffective and dormant
committees.

Teachers said drug ad-
diction leads to problems

of poor attendance, fall--

ing grades and a generally
nefarious environment at
educational institutions.
Against this backdrop,
Bangladesh observes the

International Day against -

Drug Abuse and Illicit
- Trafficking today with the
theme ‘Listen First; Listen-
ing to children and youth is
the. first step to help them

grow healthy and safe.’
At a government school

head teachers' conference
in capital on May 19, a ma-
jority of 335 head teachers
attending the conference
admitted they were deal-
ing with varying degregs
of drug addiction problem
among their students.

The Department of Nar-
cotics Control Bangladesh
took an injtiative to form
anti narco%c ‘committees
at schools in 2009 and Di-
rectorate of Secondary and
Higher Educatién joined
the initiative in Noveni-
ber 2015 and so far 21,000
schools, colleges and ma-
drasszhs out of 32,000
formed such committees,
according to the officials.

A number of DNCB and
DSHE officials said that
most of the anti narcotic
committees are not func-
tioning properly.

. A lack of monitoring is
tiolding back proper im-
plementation of the com-
nlttees,” DNCB preventive
education deputy director

Rghiul Islam said.

*DSHE director adminis-
tration SM Wahiduzzaman
said monitoring ‘is not ad-
equate” and we will take
mdie steps to improve it

Such committees are
headed by the head teach-
er of each educational in-
stitution and comprise of
four other members - two
teachers, a guardian and a
student. .

A committee is sup-
posed to hold a meeting
once a month, Host two
AWAreness meetings with
<ll students to discuss the
negative consequences
of drug abuse, distribute
pusters, leaflets, souvenirs,
bulletins, brochures and
booklets among students.

"Most schools do not
hold any meetings,’ said a
DXCB official.

There is no official sta-
istic on drug addiction
rate among students and
the total population, the
latest Annual Drug Report

"~ Schools flounder in dealing

however estimated that
there are around 5 million
drug abusers in the coun-
try.

The report prepared by
DXNCB published in Junpe
2015 also said that 65 per
cent of drug abusers are
aged 15 to 30 years.

The report said that 68
per cent take drugs influ-
enced by friends and 23
per cent take drugs out of
curiosity.

DNCB  officials  said
many students also take
drugs driven by issues re-
lated to being a student
including competition,
stress, frustration, dissat-

isfaction, and uchealthy

expectations.

School can play a vital
role in stopping abuse of
drugs as they can be in-
formed of the fallouts of
narcotics through aware-
ness programmes during
the early days of their life,
said Wahiduzzman and
Robiul.




