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Govt backtracks again on making rt

Staff Correspondent

FINANCE minister. AMA
Muhith on Wednesday said
the government will not make
the probe report on the Bang-
ladesh Bank reserve heist
public on Thursday for the
sake of getting back the stolen
money from Philippines.

He said the government
was taking legal and diplo-
matic initiatives to recover
$81 million stolen from the

BB account with the New’

York Fed in February.

The process will be set
back if the report is made
public now, he said while
taking to reporters after a
meeting of the cabinet com-
mitiee on national purchase

at the secretariat.

. That is the why the report
will not be made public now,
he said, adding that it would
be made public later on.

But Muhith could not
confirm the date.

On Sunday, the finance
minister szid the probe re-
port would be made public
on Thursday.

Muhith had previously
failed to make the report
public on a number of ear-
lier deadlines he had set,
since the probe committee
led by former central bank
governor Mohammad Far-
ashuddin submitted the re-
port onn March 22.

The probe committee de-
tected involvement of some

BB officials with the unprPC--
edented global heist from a
central bank’s reverse.

It recommended action
against suspected BB officials
for the theft of the $81 million.

. ost of which was laundered

in casinos in Philippines.

The probe body had
strongly recommended for
making the findings of the
report public.

Mubhith said law minister
Anisul Hug called him over
phone from Texas on Tues-
day urging him not-to make
the BB report public.

He said attorney general
Mahbubey Alam also asked
him not to make the report
public during a meeting
with him on Tuesday.

Alam told Muhith- that
holding back the BB probe
report would be ‘heipful’ to

‘Tecovering the entirety of the

stolen money. .
A . Philippine court on
Monday ordered Philippine
central bank — Bangko Sen-
tral ng Pilipinas — to return
to the Bangladesh Bank
$15.25 million recovered so
far out of the $81 million.

Muhith $aid they were -

hopeful of recovering full
amount in the' next four
months.

Bank and firancial insti-
tution division officials said
a six-member government
delegation led by law min-
ister Anisul Haq was sched-
uled to visit Manila on Sep-
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FACULTY members
students of mass co
nication and journalis:
partment of the Univ
of Rajshahi on Wedn
demanded a fair in
gation into the unn;
death of their fellow t
er, professor Akter J
who reportedly comn
suicide in her apartme
September g.

The teachers and th
dents formed a human ¢
and heid a rallv on the
Pus. prolesting against
untimely death of Akt
harr.

They

also  dema

exemplary punishmer
those who forced he
commit suicide.




