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'UNICEF to work with % |

parliamentary caucus

to protect child ri
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UNICEF on Tuesday for-
mally joined forces with the
parliamentary caucus on
child rights to better protect
and promote the rights of all
Bangladesh children, espe-
cially the most vulnerable
ones.

Children constitute 40 per -

cent of the country’s popula-
tion, but hardly have any say
in articulating the laws that
are supposed to protect and
uphoeld their interest.

The parliamentary cag-
cus on child rights, formed
on October 13, 2014 is a
non-partisan, cross-party,
cross-ministerial grouping of
current members of parlia-
ment who work to advocate
for better implementation of
constitutional and legisla-
tive protection for children.

The caucus believes that
even though Bangladesh has
strong policy and legislation
to protect and promgote chil-
dren’s rights, oversight and
monitoring of services to
children to help them real-
ise those rights, particularly
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At the first meeting
UNICEF will discuss the
draft Education Act that has
been in circulation since
2011, ‘The organisation

parliamentary caucus on
child rights to proactively
seek the final draft of the Ed-
ucation Act to be discussed
and placed in parliament in
its next regular session with
support from the speaker.

Programme sections of
UNICEF will provide the-
necessary technical support,
especially in the following
issues: Child Budgeting ~ A
Budget for Children' report
followed by field level con-
sultation with relevant MPs;
Education Act; Bylaws of the
Breastmilk Substitute Act;
USI (Salt Law); Implernenta-
tion of the Children Act 2013;

Minimum Age of Criminal
Responsibility; Online Safety
for Childrer; and recommen-
dations from the Convention
on the Rights of the Child,

UNICEF may also hold
exceptional meetings if there
is an issue that needs to be
urgently raised in parlia-
ment.



