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3,038 schools reported to have charged students

extra fees were asked to return the money and inform |
the education boards of doing so. Of the schools, 830 |
complied with the instructions, 999 said that they -

! had not taken more than what the boards set —and
their claims are being examined —and the rest 1, 209

schools ne:ther returned the extra fees nor informed *
, the authorities of. anythmg The govem ment asked the
+ 1,209 schools, after they had farled to comply with. ., j
i the directive, to give. satrsfactory explanatrons for their .
inaction to the authorities concemed in 30 days, faihng
1todo whrch may result in further actlon m line wrth a

? Hrgh Court ordef, according to'the

- The ngh Court earller d:rected aﬂ schools to
retu mto students the extra fees they had reahsed
tfrom the SSC examinées by January,20. There are i
ailegat:ons that schools reahsed additional fees from -
students under ‘dubious’ heads such as mandatory
rcoachrng, mlllad mabhfil, mosques ‘salaries of Ciass
' Fourem ployees and others In‘view of the aliegatrons, 4
‘the High Court asked the government in November - '
; 2015 to take appropnate action against the managrngt
! ' committees of the schools found to be doing so. It
a!so asked the govern ment to force the schools in.
‘Dhaka found to be gurity of charging extra feesto
trefiind the money to the‘examinees. The High Court’s; ; o
role in protectrng the pu blic rnterest by giving these -
drrectrves to the govern ment seems to have-worked.’ n

Atop ministry official, however said that-they had an .

e

intelligence report that about 500 secondary sohoois

grealisecl extra fees from the SSC examinees in 2016
agarn despite the public outcry and the High Court

P

darectwe Such glaring’ malpractlces by the schools,
it can be argued, has only come about because of
-previous: government inaction against the errant b
'schools, which has oreated a dangerous air of impunity.
_Given the situation, it is encouraging to see the :
government fmally tabmg the. necessary steptostop -
the practloe The government must, however, force
the érrant schools to refund extra fees to students,
‘as dlrected by the High Court, and not ditherfrom its -
| 'gufrent course of actron back to Its former course of + i
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