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mgmﬁcant dent in the' nmhlem of j

lllltﬁ[‘dl..y and s'l'lll three- tourths of -
the population “cannot read 'and ..
“write. Any progress in this direction:

has been offset by galloping pop ula"'-i_;_-;.'._:_ ~' ‘pout
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,tlou and thus evenif in; numerical™

literates have  increased
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. percentage-mse the rate of hteracy e

‘18 stagnant -or. near-stagnant

-'in the -past formal literacy rather

‘than functlonal literacy was con-
- .sidered sufficient for purposes of -

census enumeratnon = Mere formal .~

- can have little impact in the deve-
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The * statistics “in “i'egard tar:__,
" llteracy were also confusing because’
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- These steps are-expected to result

literacy (ability to Sign one’s name).

also functional (ability to carry on . .

written - commumcatwn -
"-another individual). :

problem of :literacy—formal
and mformal -The formal approach
in strengthening
expanding primary education- and
“the informal .
' special uﬂ‘-schonl
‘literacy - courses
-underprivileged . children.

latter method with - good- result.

times better motivated. It-is clear

. that both methods ‘must be applied

simultaneously to rid the country_
~-speedily of the curse - of illiteracy. -
" Jt is true the country cannot depen'd
¥ -On pnmary education alone to raise:

and

. developing countries -have tried the

Adults are fast learners and some- - -

.y Theréan two approaches to .
~the | |

ralsed from 40 per cent to 50 peri-
lopment of manpower unless itis .

with -

- "literacy " by pooling”all available}
- resources, gover nment, non-govern-

- -speakmg at a conference of Rotary ]

.approach concerns -
. short-term

for adults and -
Some -’

social service and welfare-oriented §
~ non-government

‘organisations to devote. themselveé;.
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» iteracy level but.itis very impor-
tant that primary . educatlon should |
be " expanded” and improved afid
1até . - reduced so that
dren after being enrolled do nota

; relapse into illiteracy.i Thé teachers :
_of primary schools’ who were for’ a‘
‘long time a neglected lot are n0w=
_-being given some attention.

_pay has been ‘raised and there is an!

Thell'

effort to - give them _.a new statur

~in . the improvement of their,
merfmmanee Allocation for -
primary ‘education- has also been!

cent of the total budget for educa™
tion. - This is timely. But a national}
effort has to -be made to raisel

ment and voluntary. -
PrimeMinister Moudud Ahmed

Club on Friday, called. upon thej

_and* voluntary#.
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“to the ‘successful implémentation. of:
-mass literacy and population control:

. programmes,
- agencies -have already made thelr,.?f’-
* * mark in these fields.
- all:by. the year 2000 hasabeen
-mised. While we are only.a decade’
‘away from that target year, a -hard
- look has to be ‘given to° the wh
__problen of lllileracy SRR
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