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HIGH TEACHER-STUDENT RATIO AT PUBLIC UNIVS

Higher edn dealt big blow

Mohiuddin Alamgir

QUALITY of education is
greatly compromised at pub-
lic mmiversities becanse of the
high teacher-student ratio
while ancther batch of stu-
dent is set for enrolment in
these seats of learning only to
aggravate the problem.
Teacher to student ratio at
some of thase universities is
more than what it is at pri-
mary schools and far above
the standard set by Univer-
sity Grants Commission.
Bangladesh Bureau of
Educational Information

amd Statistics’ Bangladesh
Education Statistics 2017
that came out in July shows
the highest 1:67 teachers to
students ratio at a university
while at least six others uni-
versities have more than 34
students for per teacher.

UGC recommends one
teacher against 16 students
at science universities while
one teacher for 22 students
at other universities.

s per the Directorate of
Primary Education, teacher
to student ratio for primary
schools is 1:34.

About one fifth of the

public university teachers
remain on study or other
types of leave along with a
dearth of teachers, which af-
fects classroom teaching of
studants.

Lack of other facilitiss
like libraries and labs is an
added problem that takes its
toll on the gquality of edoca-
tion at public universities,
said academics and UGC,

In this background, UGC
in its latest annual report
placed at parliament in Fab-
ruary had proposad deputa-
tion of teachers to the new
universities with lucrative

henefits and reappointment
of retired teachers to make
up the teachers shortage.

‘There is a shortage of
teachers at many public
universities,” TGC chairman
Professor  Abdul Mannan
admitted. ‘It is a reality,” he
said, acknowledging, Thue to
this, guality of education is
compromised.”

Among the general uni-
versities, Bepum FRokeva
University in Rangpur has
one teacher against 67 stu-
dents while the ratio is 1:37
at Islami University, 1:34 at
Barisal University, 1:33 at
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Comilla University 1:32 at
Jaganmath University, 1:30 at
Rajshahi University, 1:25 at
Jativa Kabi Kazi Mazrul Islam
University and 1:23 at Jahan-
girnagar University, though
UGo recommends ane
teacher against 22 students
for general universities.

The ratio is 1:63 at Bang-
abandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Fahman Science and Tech-
nology University, 1:33 at
Rangamati Science and
Technology University, 1:30
at Maulana Bhasani Science
and Technology University,
1:26 at Hajee Mohammad

Danesh Science and Tech-
nology University, 1:25 at
Moakhali Science and Tech-
nology University, 1:23 Fab-
na Science and Technology
University and 1:21 at Jes-
gore Science and Technol-
ozv University.

UGC recommends 1:16
teacher-student ratio for sci-
ence universities.

Thare are 264,084 stu-
dents with 13,072 teachers
at 34 public universities ax-
cluding National and Open
Univearsitias. About 2,700 or
one fifth of the total number
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