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Says govt report . !
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A whopping 42 percent of girls whio- ;ak.e.ﬁdmjss_iogl ‘i
grade:Vl.drop out before completing the.secondary-level,
" according to a draft report prepared by thegovernment.. ; ;
. Girl's dropout rate is higher than thatof -boys,' whose
33.43 percent discontinued schooI_ipst"ye'a_r;sajf‘.{th‘é_ feport.’
However, the overall dropout;'ét’[sg‘cdh'c!a'r')i"p,le»;e'll has.
gradually been declining since 2008 \%!'h.’en‘zhe rate was a
staggering 61.38 percent.- The rate- camne .down to'37.81
percerit fast year from 38.3 percent the previousyear: :
The Banglatlesh Bureau of Educaiional Information and,
Statistics (Banbeis)prepared the drafi feport styled "Bangla- .
desh Education Statistics-2017* and rganised a dissemina- |
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tion workshop for its stakeholders'at iis office yesterday.. ;

"Pov%rty"'i\s @ major reason behind the-dropout of girls. |
Just 10 years ago, we used to see litdd
to work 35 domestic helps to survive. 1w
changed,” said Education Minister ‘Nurul . Istam ‘Nahid. |{
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while speaking at the programme. ;T 53 #2202 R
dithe,

He added guardians are.now fbry’ consciousyan
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government hasalso been providing necéssary suf)p'o__j‘t. '

"Free textbooks and stipend programies from primary’
to higher education -- this is how we are extending our sup-
port. Around 2:3 crore students now

ministeradded.

Md Fashiullah, director of Banbeis, held both e
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riage and poverty accountable for girl's dropout.

The draft report says dropout sate at higher secondarf,r

level (Class 11-12) was 19.89 percent last year,

The Banbeis collected data online from all 41,461 post- |
primary education institutions across the country from |
' ‘ SEE PAGE 12 COL 5
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e girls being compelled
But the'sitatiori has-
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"The total number of sty-
dents at these institutions is
around 1.87 gore, says the
report, adding, the. number
of institutions from primary
touniversity is 1.74 lakh.

However, the report does

not have any information on
the Qawmi madrasas. The
Banbeis director said there
are around 15 lakh students

at thej i%awmi madrasas. .
| INC SING TEACHER-

STUDENTRATIO
The report also portrays a

last year 10 prepare the .

grim picture of the teacher-
studentratio.

There was one teacher for
42 swdents in secondary
schools last year. The country

still remains far from achiev-

ing the minimum interna-
tional standard teacher-
student ratio at this level.
The international stan-
dard teacher-student ratio is
1:30. Moreover, the National
Education Policy, 2010 tar-
gets to achieve this ratio at
secondary level by this year.
According to the report,
teacher-student ratio was
1:42 in 2016 1:41 in 2015,
1:39 in 2014, 1:37 in 2013

out b

and 1:36in2012.

Education minisuy offi-
cials said the’ teacher-
student ratio is an indicator
of quality of education. The
quality falls in crowded
classraoms where it is diffi-
cult for students .to take
lessons and teachers also

" Bet to spend less time on

individual students, they
said.

The numberof students in
the schools is increasing
every year and the authorities
are struggling to provide
them with required number
ofteachers, they added. .

The draft report shows

efore SSC

that 71.66 percent secondary
schools have trained teachers
and 86.65 percent schools

_have computer facilities. 1t

also says around 80 percent
schools have internet con-
nections, L

The report also shows that
the number of teachers at
post-primary level in
Bangladesh is 561,962 with
more than 22 percent of
them being female,

Around 45 percent or
18,638 education institu-
lions are prone to disasters
like flood, cyclone, landslide,
river erosion and surge, the
report adds.




