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JfU should seek legal redress
in student torture case o

THE decision of the disciplinary commrttee of the Umvers:ty of
Dhaka recommending that seven uriversity unit Chhatra League
activists, accused of torturing another student in which.he lost
sightin the right eye, provides for hopes when the Chhatra
League, the student organisation of the ruling Awami League,
keeps making the headlmes for all the notoriety that it could put
on display. The seven students as an investigation committee -
of the unlversrtys Salimuliah Mustim Hall finds, on February

6 beat up the victim as he wanted his calculator back. The
victim, who had the comea and orbit of the nght eye damaged
after being punched mdtscrlmmately, I reported to be leaving
for India for better treatment Although the decision on their 1
| expulsuon that the unwersrty disciplinary c0mm|ttee made is
pendmg a university syndicate decision, it is good that, unlike in
many other incidents in the past, the university authorities have
-this time taken cognisance of the incident of crime, instituted

) 'mves’ugatfon and found the accusation against the seven
students 1o be true. While th!s might not stop such incidents

§ from taking place altogethel, this could provide & pointer or

{ departure point to take action agamst similar incidents if they

| take place in future.

With the admmlstratwe action as far as the umverssty
jurisdiction is concerned belng done, wfwat remains for.the
university authorities to d? is to file cfiminal cases againstthe °
accused who the authorities have found to be involved in the -
torture of the victim, cauémgﬁ-ns eyesight to be damaged. As the.
university authorities have taken ccgmsance of the crime and

" have made a disciplinary decision on their punishment, it is the ,
~moral obligation of the-authorities to seek legal redress in the
issue. This will further “help to resolve many other problems that
" ha ppened in the past and that will happen in future. This is flikely
" to help the university administration to deal with such incidents.

| With Chhatra League leaders-and activists ceaselessly fighting
'within themselves and attacking general students on campuses
of educational institutions across the country, the situation has

' reached a concerning pass, both for the Chhatra League and

: general students. Fights that the Chhatra League has within
titself and agalnst others have disrupied academic environment
-time.and dgain in thepast six months. At least five activists of ﬁ

the student organisation were killed j in wuth:n-the—organrsatuon
Hights in the period. The train should stop, once and for all.

- The authorities of the University of Dhaka, therefore, must i
take up the i issue semusly not just by taking admm:stratlve and
'dlsmplmary action against the accused in quesuon but also
] by thinking about seeking |egal” redress to afford justice to the
'wctim The authorities should think abiout filing criminal cases,
,especua-tly after the" unwers:ty administration took cognisance of
(the crimes thatthe’ accused did. The-university could thus help
§' in the dtspensatlon of JIJStICe and could inch forward towards
effectuvely stoppmg such incidents of crimes from taklng place

,onthe campus. - _ . o
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