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\ ENGLISH, MATH"EXAMS

ack of quality
behind poor show

WASIM BIN HABIB and TUHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY

The success rate fall in the JSC examinations has

and mathematics -- two key subjecis that always
-make a difference in the pass rate.- ’

But a lack of qualified teachers specialising in
English and maths at the secondary schools is also
to blame for this situation prevailing in the country
foryears, said experts and educationists.

once again exposed students’-weakness in English -

‘o

teachers’

sons at secondary level did ot study_Enin‘sh asa core
subjectin graduation and master's levels. ‘
Only 4.4 percent have done ‘BA (honours) in
"English while 6.88 percent mastef's in English, said
Bangladesh Education Statistics 201 6 of Bangladesh |
Bureau of Educational Information and .Statistics
{Banbeis). _— .
More than half of the English teachets had only a
100-mark compulsory English langudge course.
About 20.54 percent completed bachelor degree
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According to the latest government report, around
* 88 percent of the 78,415 teachers giving English fes-
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without studying English as the main subject-and
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2.58 percent studied the subject last
time in their HSClevel, said the repont,
releasedin May 2017,

The situation in maths is similar.

Of the 54,042 maths teachers, only
15.88 had BSc honours and master's in
this subject. Some 13.57 percent had
this subject in their HSC level and

- «about 33 percent had maths along
with other subjects -- Physics and
Chemistry -- in BSclevel.

* Educationists say children are not
acquiring the required base in English
and maths for a lack of skilled teachers.
Also, the training teachers are getting is
far from adequate.

All this impacts the results of most

public examinations like SSC and HSC
every year. The latest ]SC exarn also had
this reflection.

The pass rate in the Junior School
Certificate (JSC) exams under the eight
. general education boards dropped to

* 83.10 percent, a9.79 percentage points
fall from that of the previous year.

Officials and teachers said poor
show'in English and maths contrib-
uted to this.

In Comilla Board, for example,
21.38 percent” students failed in
English and 14.59 percent in maths.
The overall pass rate under this board
is 62.83 percent, thelowest in the eight
general boards.

And the sharp fall in the succéss rate
of this board pushed down the overall
passrate. ,

Prof Md Abdus Salam, acting chair-
man of Comilla Board, acknowledged
that the shontage of good English and
maths teachers in rural areas migﬁt be
the reason for this drop.

Students in Dhaka, Jessore and
Chittagong boards also performed
badly in these two subjects, according
to the results published on Saturday.

"English and mathematics are asso-
ciated with-skills. 1t may be possible to
teach subjects like Bangla for a teacher
whio majored in other subjects. But it is
riot possible to teach English and
mathematics for an alternative
teacher,” said renowned educationist

Rasheda K Choudhury.
|__ The laek of skilled and subject-based
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-Laa{bf quality teachers

ENGLISH -

BA with :
compulsory 353 ,,"‘.'Lt,"k,
100 marks | 3, English
in English

Total

teachers

BA honours
in English

.L‘ .

Bachelor ;
without |
£nglish

Masteys
in English

78,415 I - 41,416 | 9,800 I 3,452 I 5398 | 16,104 [ 2,245
100% I 52.82 I 125 I | 6.88 | ‘20.54 l 2.86
-MATHEMATICS -

Bscwith | Bscwith Bscwithout
Total physics, other | Bschonours math but
teachers | chemistry { subject inmath HSCwith

and math | and math math
54,042 I 17,708 I 10,185 I 3,546 I 5,037 l 10,231 I 1,335
0% | 27 1 wsas | ess oo | s | ous

teachers is a major-problem particularly
in rural areas, where most schools are
non-government schools, shesaid.

*In developed countries, you won't
be allowed to enter cdlassroom without
proper training. You have to take part
in a test to prove your skill and quality

. before being registered as a teacher.

This is absent in our education sector,”
said Rasheda; also the executive direc-
tor of Campaign for Popular
Education (CAMPE).

Many of those who teach English
and maths in schools do not have the
required qualities, said Prof Siddiqur

Rahman, former director of Education -

Research Institute of Dhaka University.

"Having a BSc degree does not nec-
essarily mean he [the teacher] will be
able to teach all'subjects in Science
Group properly.

"To be a good teacher, he or she
must have commitment for teaching,
degree and in-depth knowledge on
specific subjects and knowledge on the
teaching method, which is absent in
case of many teachers,” he said. '

About the lack of quality teachers,
hesaid teaching profession was the last
choice for many due to poor salaries
and other benefits as well as a“sharp
dedlinein their social status,

Those who complete "honours in
English and maths usually do not
cometo teaching in schools, he said.

national education policy formulation
- comumittee-2010, said they gave several
recommendations, including a sepa-
rate pay scale for teachers and forma-
tion of teachers' service commission
forrecruitment, but to no avail.

director general of the Directorate of
Secondary and Higher Education,
which looks after secondary educa- |
tion, admitted that-there was a lack of |
-teachers and that training programmes ||
were not adequale.

English, maths and science teachers. It's

obvious that this will have an impact on l
whatthestudentsareleamning,”hesaid. |
most students performed poorly in these ||
three subjects and so they had been |
appointing three additional teachers of |!
these subjects for the last few years. ‘

results,” he said,

Wahiduzzaman said they were arrang-
ing training for the teachers at home
and ‘abroad, but still they could not
train all theteachers as the number was
huge. “We are trying our best.”

in the country ‘where more than 2.43
lakh teachers teach around 1.01 crore
students, said the Banbeisreport. .

Prof Siddiqur, a member of the

Contacted, Prof Wahiduzzaman,

"in remote areas, there is a shortage of |

He said their assessment showed that |

"And we are-getting some positive |;

About training, Prof

There are 20,449 secoindary schools




