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F MEDICAL malpractloe or neghgence seems to be mcreasmg,

1 aCasearean section on Thursday moming, died on Friday” ~ . -

{ there were no physicians around to look inito the case In both

- DMT Safeway Hospital. The incidents took place weeks after «

.negligence is believed to be lying within the functioning of the

‘often than not put down to the partisanisation of its functioning,’

Govt must get down-on medical
* "ma'lpractice, stringently

worrylngly In the latest such incident, twa women died in a

private QOSpltal in Sylhet on Fnday\as they are said to have ' | ‘

been wiongly treated and neglected aﬂe( Caesarean sections.

In one of the cases, a woman, who Gndatwent a Caesaféan
section to déliver a girl child on Thhrs&ay moming, dled on
Friday afternoon as her health failed, with no phys‘lc:ans being °
around to attend to the case. ‘Relatives claimed that the on-
duty nurse in the post-operative room was asleep When the \ ‘
patient died. In the other case, ancther womar!, who underwent 1

moming as her health failed when she was in the po%t-operatlve

room. Reltives claimed that hey health started failing after . H
she had been administered an injection that mommg Again,

the cases the surgeon was the same of the same hospltal

surgeons on March 18 had severed the head of a newborn
and the mother's uterus during a Caesarean section:in Comilla
Medical College Hospital. . o

Twenty-four people in' their snxues on March 5 had cataract
surgeries in an eye camp run by impact Masudul Haque
Memorial Community Health Centre in Chuadaniga and 20
of them had infection in their eyes which caused the removal -t
of the eyes operated on of all the'20 patients. In the Comilla
incident, the High Court on March 25 summoned the Comilla *
Medical College Hospital director, five doctors and the Comilla: .
civil surgeon to explain the case. On their appearance in court,
the High Court ordered an investigation. In the Chuadanga +
incident, two committees, which include one by the health
ministry, to investigate the incident. The hearth_mlnisz
investigation is reported to have been completed but it has not
been madg public as yet, as the civil surgeon said, pending
ministry findings and dlrectJves The role of the Bangladesh
Medical and Dental Council comes in here in that it is this |
agency, which has physmlans surgeons and dental SUrgeons ,a.
reg;stered for pracnoe which-should look into such cases. But *
this is'a matter of concemn that such an agency ‘being in place, {
no deterrent action, mostly, in cases of medical maIprac’uce has ‘
so far been heard of. Ty -y .

The failure of council to take stringent acnon against medical

agency. The agency is not adequatety strong to take steps - - -
against emrant medical practitionérs.and the reason is more

which keeps it weakened for practical purposes While the
govemment, under the cwcumstances -must, especially, look _ J
into the cases at hand, it must, generally, act on all such

incidents of medical malpractice to stop the recumence of -~
_such incidents. The govemment must keep the council above

partisan interest so that it can work in the interest of patients.
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