Press Note on
dU reopening

'[;le Mfpistry of Edacation ofr
Welinesday night issued the fol-
lowling Press Note about the re-
opepning of the Chittagorg Uni-
~ r3ity, reports BSS.
The Press. Note said: The Go-
, verbment decided to reopen the
i}tagong University, the Ban-
glaliesh University of Engineer-

i
1

ttagong University this deci-
sich was taken after consulta-:

M-‘.:""“l.. aF

- . -y
Teachers Association. The asse
ciation justified rits position on

alleged greund that University
was not reopened by the autho-

ity a$ prescrwed in the Chitta-

gong’ University Act 1973. Co-
pies of the resolution of the

Syndicate meeting and the mect

“ing of the Chittagong University
b ‘seachers Association were for-

warded by the VC-of CU to the
Chancelior's Secretariat.

On receipt of this intimation
from hearing
jat teachers

were abstaming from their du-

ress Note

" prevailing in the campus.

tiok with the University autho-
rities. S

steps in this regard. Con-
tly on 31st March 1983,
. the VC of CU called a meeting
" of {the University Syndicate to
rm it of the Government
ision. In the meeting the
Syhidicate made an observation
abéut the desirability of the
ing of all the universities
sirgultaneously but did not
5 ¢t any resolution contrary
! to jthe decision -taken by the

| ernment.
[ - {The teachers of Chittagong
| Unjversity refrained from taking
¢l
. of ‘the CU Teachers Association
an v-;rith the concurrence of the
| oh page 8 Onf, 7

,
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K
ollowing the announcement:

allegedly as a decision .

ties the Secretary of the Minis*.
try of Education, Secretary {0
the. Chancellor, accompanied by
Commissioner, Chittagong Divi-
e Chittagong

- meeting with the VC, Deans of
: :Fatulties,

Provosts of Halls,

and Professors of the Universr
t yand some representatives of
tha Chittagong University Tea
chers Association. In the mest-
ing the following points wWere
made by the teachers present:

‘a, That in closure and the
rcopening of the University the
Goverhment has violated the
provisions of the CU Act 1973.

b. That the University was
reopened without reference to

L,

> the proper?authority prescribed -

in‘the same Act. .
¢.- An attempt has been made
to isolate the University froru
gther universities, namely, Dha-
‘ ka, Rajshahi and Jahangirnagar
- Universities. i I
. d. That the telthers were

--' not consulted by the Govero

to reopen, o i

e, That during the period of
closure there had been some
- Josses of properties in the cam-
pus and-that some relief would

ment before it took the decision

gt 72 <

.+ have to be provided.
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The.ibove points were also
communicated by the VC, CU

e gl B

at Dhaka over telephone soon’
after the meeting was conclud-
ed. The observations of the Go-‘
vernment on the issues raised i
i above are the foflowing: 1
A Under norma! circumstan- |
_ces it is the function of the Svn. 1
dicate to take decision regard- l
I ing closing or reopeuning of the !
; University. But because of tha i
, situation on-the 14th and 15th |
February ‘83, the Government
closed down the University. As. |
regards reopening of CU the
Goverument with prior consul-
‘tation _with and. consent of. the g
‘eoncernied authority and in full zn
assessment of the situation an-
nounced the date. At the same ¢
time it advised the University |
authority to take necessary and
apprapriate steps to resume aca-
| demic activilies, In complete
. understanding of the above, the
I VO, CU called an emergency

I meeting of the Syndicate  on

e

" relief is required, the Governe.

- gions of the- same.

i
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11¢1 March 33 to invoke the pro-

Federﬁtiﬂn' of the University *:.ﬁsiﬂﬂ of CU Act 1973.

b. Each university is a sepa-
rate entity governed by laws of
its own. In normal circumstan-
ces the University authorities
take decisions rogarding vaca~
tions, holidays, » publication of |
resullts and conducting examin- |

ations, admissions etc. indepea-
dent of onc another, While tak-
ing decision to reopen the CU
the Govermment was guided b¥ -
the considerations of conditions

-

c. There is no provision eiths |
er in the CU Act 1973 or in
anv statute thercunder which |
provides for formal consulta-
iion with the teachers of the |
University, nor is there any
precedent for the same. Further-
more, the VC, CU was in touch
with the Chancellor's Secreta«
riat and with the Education Mi-
nister throughout the period of
the closure, _

d. Subjes: to verification of
the losses as reported, the Chan-
cellor has already made a fin-
ancial gract by way of relief.
¥f after final assessment furthsr

ment -will consider it sympathe-,
ticaily, '

It 15 a matter of great regret
that the CU teachers while de-
manding thd preservation of
the Universify . Act 1973, have

themselves violated the provi
There are

thousands of studentg who Te-

furned to cambDus and are wait-

ing for the resumption of nof-

mal academic z2ctivities,

Thd government expresses
keen concern over the teachers’
abstention from performing
trefir duties. It views this as €<.
tremely harmful to the inter- j
ests of worried guardians and
most students. The University
is already behind .in its acades

~ il ‘celender. Besides, should

the teachers continue to reframn
from rasuming duties, they
wotld be deemed to have com=
tnitted offence under- the Cintta.

to the. Minister for Education _gong Universitv Act 1903
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