"“increased, this gap can never be closed and we can”
- never achieve our full potennal "Yet despite the knowl-
" edge that technical education is an essential pre-req-
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For More Technlcal
| 'Education Jtﬁ*,

On more tl‘ian one occasion we have been teld that
our ph]egmatac attitude to science and technolegy is
'keeping ' us backward. Many believe. that unless the
number of technical institutions in thé country, can be

i

uisite for progress, prectleal training and teehmeal ed-
ucation has been neg]eeted BRI

The Prime “Minister neems to he]d that view fer as |
she- said at the recent 12th Natmnal Cenferenee of
Diploma Englneers "There is no scope 10 neglect
technology as the twenty- first eentury will be a mil-
lennium of science and technology.” But if we are to
keep pace we.must first do something about the miser-
able state- of our technical educanen for during the
past 25 years we have managed to increase the number
of polytechnic institutes in:the country by .only five
(from 15 to 20) and the annual enrolment of students .
by only 3, 000 (from 10, 000 to 13,000) which’ werks
out at only two per cent of all students. .

Altheugh the government does have a plan for in-
creasing facilities for. technical education and voca-
tional training, it is far too modest for our needs. More
than the additional 15 vocatmnal training centres: and
} 44 polytechnic institutes it envisages will be:needed.

However the Prime Minister's announcement that three.

}ent of sixteen of these polytechnic institutes will be for i
{
i

women, which will be established duting the current |
fiscal year is encouraging for it underseeres her gov- ¢
ernment's commitment to developing teehmcal educa-
tion. In addition, there is a plan to impart’ vncatmnal
‘training in 500 non-government schoels

Although skill trainjng and the transfer of tech-
nology are known to be powerful forces in the strug-
gle for econemle emancipation, . even 'if everythmg
goes ahead as scheduled, judging from: the experience
of the past, we rathier suspect there will be the usuaI,
shortage of trained teachers to run the show. Courses |
designed to prewde a cemp]ete training package for
*schools and pelytechmcs are not difficult to design for
we have enough experts in the subjeet but where -we-
fal] short 1S in translatmg these paekages into action.
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