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On [reopening
of CU |

The Min'stry of E:duéatiun on
Wedpesﬂa}' night jssued the fol.
lﬂ“’lﬂg Press N

versity jreports BSS

The Press Note said; The Gov
ermment der ided to reopen the

Chittagone liniversity the Ba
lIadesh University . of. Engineréi
ing and) Technology and Agricul.

tura] Upiversi :
1983 ; ty from 3rd April

were ciosed following the dis.
turban of the 14th and 15th
Fe_b 983. In respect of
Chittagdne Unijversity this deci-
sidn wgs .taken after consulia.

tion with the Unijversity authori.
ties. |} |

‘Folloyving the announcement
Over nevs media the Charicel-
lor’s Setretariate communicated

! : Ote about the re|
opening of the Chittagong Uni-

Py

the first phase which -

mnient decision to the |

Vice-Chincellor of Chittagong

"University about the reopening

and adyised him to take neces. '

sary stdps in this regard. Con-
cntrently on 31st March 1983 the
V.C. of . C.U. called = meeting
of the (University Svndicate to
inform §t of the Govérnment de.

dicate
ahouy
Con

ade an  observation
e desirablity of the e

|

' cialon. In the meetine the Syn. .
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. simultanecusly but did

. some
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opening of all the universities
DOt
contrary

adopt any resclution
by the

to the decjsion taken
Government. . _

The teachers of Chittagong
Unjversity refrained from taking
classes allegedly as a decision or
the C.UJ. Teachers Association
and with the concurrence ¢f the
Federation of the  University
Teachers Association. The asso-
ciatjion justified i;:ls position on
alleped grouwnd that unjversity
was uot reop:ned by the autho.
rity as preséribed in thz Chitta-
-gong University Act 1973. Copies
of the resolution of the Syndi-
cate meeting and the meeting of

. the Chittagong Unjversity Teach.

ers As$ociation were fogwarded

. by the V.C. of C.U. to the Chan-

celior's Secretariate.

_On recejpt of this iptimation
from the V.C. and after hearing
that the unjversity teachefrs were
abstaining from their duties the
Secretary of the Ministry of
Eclucation Secretary to
Chancelidr  accompanied by
Commissioner Chittagong Divi.
sion ‘went  to the Chittagong
University campus and held a
mecting with the V.C. Deans of
Faculties Provosts of halls and
Professors of the University amd
representatives  of the
Chittagong University Teachers
Associaticn. In the meeting the

- following polnts were made by

the teachers present :-

A. That in closure and the rc.
opening of the university the
Government has  violated the
proivisions of the CUJ, Act 1973,

B That the unjevrsity was re-

opened without reference to the.

proper authority prescribed in

the same act.

C. An attempt bas been made
to Icolate the university from

' other unijversitics namalv Dhaka
-Rajshahi and Jahangir

m
e e e S e g ™

Nagar

T Press

. zone Univrsity Act 1973,
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universities.
L. That the teachenr; were not

consulted by the :
before it took the decision

E. That during the period of

closure there had been some
losses of properties in ti[‘lE' .
camptis and that some  relief

would have to be pro7led.
The above points were also
communicated by the V.C. C.U
to the Minister for Education
at Dhaka over telephone soon
after -the meeting was conclu-
ded. The observations of the
Government on the issues rais
ed above are the following:

A under normal circumstt;q |
e
Syndicate to take decision re- |

¢es it is the function of

garding closing or reopening
of the university. But because
of the situation on the 14th
and 15th February ‘83, the
Government closed down the
the university, As regards
reopenin

with and consent of the con-
cerned authority and in full
assessment of the situation an
nounced the date, At the same
time it advised the university
authority to take necessary
and appropriate steps to re-
sume academic activities in

complete understanding of the,

above, the V.C, C.U. called an
emergdndy meeting Yof * the-
Syndicate on 31st March '83 to

. invoke the provision of CU.-

Act 1973,

-B. each university i a sepa
rate entity %‘overnal bv laws
of its own. In normal circum
stances theg universty bughod
rities take decisions regarding
vacations, holldays publication
of results and conducting ex-
aminations, admissions  etc.
independent of one another.
WHile taking decision to re
open the C.U. the Government
was guided by the considera-
tions of conditions prevailing
in the campus.

C. there is no prmrision

- either i the C.U, Act 1973 or

in any statuté  thereunder
-which provides for formal con
sultation with the teachers of

Government ¢
to !

of C.U, the Govern ,
ment with prior consultation .

the university, nor is there any "

Precedent for t same, PFur
thermore, the V.C. C.U  was
in touch with the Chancellor's
Sectt and with the Education

Minister throughout the period
of the closure. v

D. subject to verification of
“the losses as reported the Chan
celInr_ has already made a
financial grant by way of relief
It after final assessment fyr-
ther relief 'is required, the
Governiment will q.nsgider it
sympathetically,

It is a matter of great regret
that the C.U teachers whike de
manding the preservation of the
Universiv Act. '1973 have them-
selves violated the provisions
of the same. There are thoy.
sands of students who returned
to campus and are waiting for
the resumption of normal aca.
demic activities.

- The government expresses
een concern over the teachers
abstention from performing
théipr  duties. It views this as

- extremely harmful to the inte. .
rests of worried guardians and.

most students The university is
alreadv behind in its academic
calender., Besxes should the

- teachers continue to refrain

from resuming duties . they
woukl be deemed to have com.
mitted offence under the Chitta
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