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child to.call up'on the screen -

o 1 AL — n
rWest He idea is simipiy’ to ger 1 market for the multinationals ; ‘for their own ‘learnjng, an abstract form of a turtie
as many people as possible- to - that control. data . systems, . The language, called Logor fnaund to cofltrol it at will de-
Nlearn haw to use computers. In - In Senegal, in West Africa - tries to develop the child's ca- pending on the instructions giv- |
- fthe deyeloping cuunf.r;es how- the ministries of’ Scientific and pacity for -self-learning, ., ... en.him. Then . as he jearus -

mote. be fills the turtle’s en-
vironment with geometric forms |
s representling o - squars. a sum‘)
and other elements made up
from s'mple forms The child’s
learning becomes dynamic, It
1s not the computer that is
programmed for the child" ra-

ther it isi the child who -dis: |-
covers the machine's, language:- .
+and programme,

The first results indmnte that
cluldren from a more privileg-
ed - background learn more!
auickly at first But children
from  underprivileged back-
grounds, and even very poor
backz'rounds eventually cluse -

See page 6 .

Technical Research and of Na. <., Pipért-i¥ convinced that any
tional 'Education have paid - wuni child can learn a langu-
 particular  attention to the age more rapidly .and moir
"work . of  professor Seymor Pa npuntaneuuslv than ‘any other
pert at the Massachusetts In- subject thereafter, ' ‘“‘Learning
stitute of Technology in Bos- - without -ihstruction 15 msslhle“
ton Up until the end of 1882 - he asserts:

Papert was - director of the .In March® 1082 . a group uf'
World Centre for Infurmatmn* ‘trainees *made up of a. com-
Svstems and Human R.esources ‘puter expert, a professor of ma
in Parls. an organization, sup- . thematics @ an educational psy
poried by the French govern-. ' chologist a~ sociologist and two
ment. . . teaghers at Dakar's Normal
Professor Punrrt ijs .known .. School, decided to erperunent
- for having -developed -a COImn+ - with different ways of teaching
. nuter language -that is* ground ' data-processing to children be
ed in one of the principles of ‘. tween 7 and 11° from different’
the great-Swiss _psvchologist - social classes. ',

Piaget This print:iule' _is _simply The Logu languaze aﬂnws thE

ever more basic queéstions are
.being agked. How precisely is
:the cotfiputer challenge .to " be.
met? IPwW 1S the cofmputer o
fbe u and in what context?
Is the téchnology to be adapted
to the dsers or must|one symp- -
ly ‘take! it-for granted that the
computdt bringe with it a dose
{ of cultliral colonialism?
£~ .There]iare those who believe
that theE Third Wurld can bv-
pass inustnahzat:un and lean’
ahead ¢ the West by committ-
ing itsglf whollv to [the worid
. of high-{ech information Otherg’
3 "hnweve point out 'that com-
puterizftion in the | countries
) ﬂfuthe Third - Wnrd has no

w A

Mamr observers postulate that:
the computer will mean cluser
links among ‘the different cul~’

educatmnal svsth Thls cou]d N
v be the- detemuning factor in -
- the end. even if.-the price of

i | '1 M:mstrv of Scientnﬂc
1 and Tachmcal Research the *

\ hments and the . neces-
sarv -knowledge involved A se-
Jeond. stddy: ~is analysing how

age group, and in different age
groups.” fIn the end it will
] mean _pr 'Dﬁsmz different learn
inst ‘methpds_to-the.legislators:”

- working lgroup las set out to 't is convinced that the computer

~will betome an integral  pavt. .
. of . the schuul system - ‘whether'
one likes it -or ‘not, now . or Ia

F.compile jall the childred‘s ac-

‘§learning Etakes placé and is uti--
lized by chﬂdren in the same °

computers "continues to  falt .
/The Goverhment -of ‘Senegal

 ter ” And 5o there 1$ a’ num

htmunt ‘ot to miss ott -on
the
as an added means .of ensuring

* this the government has 1ust

.had Wolof, one of the six ‘na-

tional. languages translated for: .

compuier revolution And.

tural groups in the world .But-
-not Papeit. He - §5s convinced'.
that alternative cultures will res 3
sult from the use .of the mmpu-
.tér Minority Eroups.
poets and s0 on will claim the.
“..micro computer for the defence:
of their own ' interests and cul-’
tures” Only the future will tell.
what impact the computer age|
- will really have on the develop!
ment - of the . Thlrd World But,}
whatever it is it will he I'I‘D'
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, Freqch thmkel Jea.n-.lacques 3
4 SE ﬂJﬂI‘ in ‘Le defl rMLE H#"L“‘rﬁ:_ljfd fIDRC.Feature} | |
* [  mondial’ [The World Chaltenge) — | BN 1'

in 19817 argues that
| the cum uter will revolution- | ,
- 4 ¢ unications in the :

couniries | of -the Third World. 3
The .computer, because of jts !
ﬂexlblhty_ its meedmte recall
simplicity is believed
profoundly mad:ﬁ'*

-

- ed the th ught structure of .la ;
- g0 will bel able to meet and find |-
3 the -problems they
| on ” says Schrei {
ers. 'in the - Third |

eir fDDd stocks- and -
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with a computer
ore ﬂmble attitude |
iresult in Third World
iridging the gap bet- -
| ag:ncultural knuw

1 knuwledge over
% (b ces. There is -alrea- . d
d'.r research underway to deve- | : _ ] _

lop.compact and reliable micro
‘eomputers! for use in the: re-
‘motest cofners of the world,

. I'yohe with
1Schreiber.

» Some seé¢ his comnuter advuca

£y -as naive and riddled with’

I ‘wnderlwing . economic interests!
i TWHICII ba; ly disguise a desire )

- wNot BRTCCS.

ito perpétitate colonial relations.
i ' For thetmoment computer
. rtechnology is not vet accessible, |

LmltEI'aCY femaing a serious ob-

il| § stacle when the kevboard con- |
11 ¥ trols the | nputer Resedrch .
||} aow underway in schools indis

|} cates that the computer just

I as. speech | and writing, have

I strong.-cu tural ‘connotations,

' And the lation Of software.
packages i$ only aip snlu

- tlon to-the broblem of com--i

'puter use in dmlnmng cuun-

. ¢ries, Y
- | Whatever the uutmme Third : .
1. World srnments®©  such as §
" ’*Senega;* are  resolutely imrnl,

ved in nt research 'It. re

mains to be seen if- the uﬂ’

made of this advanced technos

logvy will ‘zeally help the deve

1 f - the-people of the
&‘m“‘w" " Phpet Iimself
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. admits" ] cnmputer techno-
iﬂsﬂv is . nof the sulunun to nll
«L‘irlﬁs . ulm’lmﬂ}cﬁﬁm

mhli encldves where develop-
-ment will’ so rapld that it ;
‘will necesshrily take place at’
the. expensé of evervthmg else ]
around.” shys, ‘Papert “The
result 111 countries - could
be an - even’: grester dlsnanty
: among -soclal classes, ;
1. ‘As anvthing .new. the Logo ,i

| language has met with and con-
| tinues to doubt. On the’
‘one hand {ts implementation
profoundlv odifies the role of }  °
the teacher. | ' R
.On the other .there ia con- |

cern -that child is not sufff- | - A

;i ctently taken| Into consideration | ' -
'these experiments The tea- .

ers believe that it would be ol
preferable to set precise ; goals
ﬂ.'ur the project, “to invelve ‘dis ;
fererit gov entanlin"istﬁei' ;o
ﬁf necessary | and to"set up a |! ;
module to provide - guidance, ' ‘
And then, such © experiments | 3 | .
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