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.~ Primary Education
" . UNIVERSAL Primary Educa-.
‘ ton1s a concept to which ~the ‘pre- -
~ Sent administration and all previous
| gevernments were fully committed, -
 ‘The scheme, designed at removing
- the scourge of ‘illiteracy, ‘has not
, made much headway. -

Weak management and ick of
lack of ~ scheme is the absence of reliable data
" on the number of schooal going chil- |

g institutional support have been iden-
b

gress.  The UPE schéme was Jaun- -

!.ched.in 1980, The scheme Has never . the scheime in 1980
| Cin .

+ become _a-d'iﬂic_ult task to assess the
- exact number of school going chil-

- been able to reach its given targets:

" The governments were therefore for."
,ced to revise the scheme thrice. - The
-date of the implementation period **

/ ,i__,l-tas also been extended a number .of
1times, - A

| It 1s natural therefore that' the

'scheme was hit.by price escalation..

The current phase of the
. | | rogra
at a cost re, aims 3

of Tk, 860 crare, aims at
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“improving the-admission rate of the

. per cent and reducing the figure of

- during the first-and second five-year

F et

; “-Plan periods has led to the decline in
. seventy per eent.>

v -
I .

g at Univergal " O comeeting
. doal - ? I")dylr.li'hfiimtglémenti-ng agencies are

- {-paying attention. to .prim

er | primary schools

- the- primary schools under private

© management.to fend for themselves

- of a total of 44,569 primiary schools !
‘ * : Wil g 00 .
. thropghautathe_ country.. d 15‘7 -

“* " The claim of the "Ed.lﬁlciﬁiOﬂ

figure-at the primary levé] is -
-0t 9 Lo primary level is 71 per-
ggnt ]SQPf':nfo diSPll.tc, ! l Eﬂ[’

primary school going children to 70 |
'qmp-outs. - ,_
The failure to.reach the té-rget

.the admission rate-dt the prifnary

Schools, from targeted ninety to

. The Planning Commission, after’

.an evaluation of the scheme, has -

“suggested that .the implementing

Aagencies address themselves to the . =
the abuses. = -

>

government control leaving

There. are -about 7,353 primary sc-
-hools under private management out

Eda »
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" The phfinéipal. weakness of 'fhe :

‘dren of primary age. No sur as
mar , ve
conducted before the la-hnchiggwg?

It has therefore

Fl-ren of the primary. age.
sent assessment is based
ture and not on facts,

The: pre-
‘On | COIHJEC- ¥

|
Ministry that the current enrolment
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| tion Ministry nor the Diractorate - of
Primary Education has any well laid
t.down policy for the ¢onstruction and |
{ repairs of the primary schools. Poli- .
- tical consideratiqn IS given more |
) weightage in the selection of .schiools |
-Tor Government* grants “and other |
: beqeﬁ_ts.\ ; g e
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gence in the
the. primary

¢ calation ‘has been shown to have
. risen’ from “eleven per cent. to. 79
} which has not been acceptable.to the-
Planning Commission. -, =~ - .

- executing agéncies? Widespread con-:
" cern has been*echoed at the deplor--
: ‘able state of primary education. This.
~ calls for exposing . the corrupt and-
indolent officials so that the much
-~ vaunted UPE programme reaches its

- desired level

e

Dot The I}laﬁnindgtémniiséion’ e
- port .revealed - a dépressing picture. |
) The report said e Bl

N +"-.T.he Planning Commission re-.|
port said about fifty per cent of* -the:l
primary. schools ‘in- the rural .qreas.
are in dilapidated condition making
1 regular holding of classes an impos-!
- sible task., " It.was surprising to find:

in the report that in urban areas new - -
-school buildings are being raised to! -
-replace buildings which are. in per-
fect.condition. e
- The Planning Commission eva-.
luation report-has made critical re-’
ferences to.the .wastage and negli-

-~ © The prevailing situation. is a
‘ measure of the incompetence of the
i

‘of implementation,
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| <~ In Bangladesh unfortunately by far the lafg_e_st h
‘section of the population do -not have the opportunity: s
for education. mainly because of poverty . Due to it
many children have to start earning a living at a very
-early age. Their parénts with their meagre incomes
cannot maintain them and as such they have to seek
employment. At an’ age .when most middle-class chil- ~
-dren go to school these economically.deprived children -
have t0 earn their living., . = - N
~ "Opening the doors of éd _
‘people is part and parcel. of -a. democratic society.
“Without education for all no society can be democratic.
i_"It is indeed a good sign that'the government has at last

been conscious of providing education for all. But the .
opening of only two primary schools for working ’
children.is like.a drop in’ the ocean. More schoels for/

— .
_+ Schools .For ‘Worki
“iﬁz‘ ~Dholaikhal Shishu Kallyan Prathamik Biddalaya =~ = ° o= e e

in Dholaikhal and Fatullah Shishu Kallyan Prathamik
'Biddalaya in Fatullah built in the industrial areas of the
city will provide educational facilities for children who |
‘work ‘in différent factories and workshops .in Dho-*
‘laikhal and breack bricks in Fatullah.: These"working -
“children who_have to earn"a living. because of poverty
‘will now be able to attend school for one hour each day
before they go to. work. . % - .-
- Built: by ‘the’ Miristry: of Education Dholaikhal
‘Shishu Kallyan Prathamik -Biddalaya was -constructed

at a .cost of Taka twelve lakh and Fatullah Shishu
‘Kallyan Prath_ahlik Biddalaya was constructed at acost
"of Taka fourteen lakh and fifty thousand. This is money
,well-spent. Both the schools:can accommodate two :

- hundred-and fifty children. o
" In a society. which is yet to be egalitarian. and .
"déemocratic ‘éducation is. confined- to a limited few.

' Bringing education within reach of a wider spectrumof i
ipeople is indeed a laudable step.. = R

| working children is: needed and not only in -Dga!gi_zi
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