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[ Primary education -

“Your second leader' of
Jan 17,°89 captioned “Look--
ir:r at Unjversal Primary
Education™ ‘read with -the’
recent diliberations - of

, Amartya Sen warrants -inter

slia immecdiate review and re-

J castiong of our national educati-" -

on programme for lireracy. To

combat endemic deprivation .

of masdes, according to Amar-
tya Sen, the primary means
is gtate action which includes
naot merely public distribution
of food at subsidized prices,

| ~but also Euarantees public

health measures, gencral
access "t . medical attention

and widespread literacy and

‘public education. Thus, in the

light ‘of the above discourse -

universal literacv stands out as
one of the basic entitlements

" of masses that ollimately
|- guarantee. their entitiement to
- food to avert hunger, So when
in your leader you warn tho -

implementing agency about its

utter failure in isnplementing -
.our UPE programine in its

right perspective, it appears
as apt and logical.

An indepth of the present
UPE:. programme  will reveal

* that it hae hardly -overcome
the three formidable setbacks, .
firstly in enrolling_ail the chil- ;

deen of primary school goibg
age, secondly, in preventiag al-

| . armingly high rate of dropouts "
| - and thiedly disseminating qua-

lity education, Unless straight.

forward state action to remedy
.the situatlon is easure’ tho
fate of "the - UPE programmo

commiited ‘to wipe -out- the.
scourge of illiteracy will hang
in the balance. Hence ntate
actiot in the ‘form of
declaration - of elementary

education for the children.

upto. the age level of 12 -
(in UK- and USA the age

-~ jevet is 16) as free and compul-

sory should come : ferthwith
to prove the earnestness of
governmental pledges. With-
the introduction of free and

' compulsory elemgatary educa-

tion the two puzzling problems

all school ﬁuin‘g ‘age childrea
- aod enormous * dropouts will |
be resoived. But the matked %
riss “of corollment in all .

elementary grades may poss a
ptoblem of great dimensions in
disponsing quzlity eduostion.
The lssue, thorefore, deserves
to bedealt with tho wutmost
cars and foresight. :

Quality education:is virtu.
ally the outcome of an igter.

- aglion-of multitudinous factors.

pertaining to the educational

. process. A congenial school
, environment for teaching well.

designed and  well-writien

text-books - by an udcquatu[
number * of - qualified . and,
‘devoted teachers with thl_: f

help of innovatlve teaching
methodologies and appropriate

- teaching aids and that situation
.. augmented by public awareness
may prqﬂtat_:ln by treated- as

the sine qgua noa for dispensing
‘quality educaton, Our view.

. point is that universal literacy

when  recognived  to have
a majot role in ‘guarenteeing
entitfemeat ' of undernouris-

* hed deprived masses to food,

must av well be zuuqntu'qd'
as. one of - their Dbask

miitlemcnt: only in its trqu
- and efficctive porspectivos,

Wauld the - authorities be
heedful of the suggestions put
foeward in the foregolng paras
graphs and reformjulate the
policy of UPE socn? =
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