education }policy an-

punced by t Govern.
- meng jast year, ¥ a policy .
- desiglted to correct some of

the Quilt-in defects of the edu.
catiopal
our golonial masters—a
that thas absolutely failed to
meet] the growing demands of

a entieth-centu society
like gurs. It behoves us, there
fore,{to identify the defects

~ the 1 esent policy pnvisages to
corrept m-order that the pre-
sent JGovernment licy on
' educgtion may be} examined

- from{ a historical perspective.

. A Barge numbef of factors
and . ' good variety of reasons
have]l combined td make our
entirf academic sector a dis.
quieting scene; With most of
our -Rtudents resofting to un-
fair ¥ a
with rge percentage of our
boys §mc_l gu'ﬁe failing in pub.
lic egaminations, Wwith 80% of
. our -Praduate. and
dui b young menjand women
suffefing from a sknse of frus
tratign, due to uriemployment
and {under.employment,. with
our gesteemed teachers failing
1o tgp our 'natural resources

larness themto the well-
being and raising of the living
stangards of our peopl. our
Su;nn' academic j sector be.

calty

colo$sal wastage of the human
| and ateria] resotirces of our
| . poorj people. This! stupendous
wastge pains us ‘ali and tea-
che ,  students } politicians
admphistrators and social thin
kers] in Banglad are conti-
nually -asking themselves how
to sjop this:rot, |Commission
afterf’ commission has been ap-
pointed. Committee after Com
Mmittge has addressed itself to
findifie cut the -rémedies. Re.
| portlion educatior is piling
{ +upoq rt on education, But
| . 1o peakthrough Ras vet haen

system inherited from
system

eans in the éxaminations .

post-gra. .

a melancholy rot ~ g

possfble, A peculiar kind of.

. deed. It will
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turing E

caring io go through its con-
~ tents. How can this attitude

be explained? To find an .an.

swer to this question one thing -

must be remembered,

The educational system of-a
society does not exist in  a
vacuum. It relates to the basic
structure of a society, its phi
losophy of life and gn. Jife, its
Ideals and its ideals, its needs
and its requirements, its goals
and its - objectives, REdu.
cation 1s but a supersiruc
ture upon the basic moral,

religious and economic founda

tion of a society,

‘Now a policy is not an end
In itself, It is but a means
towards an end. What are the
ends of the new education
policy? The answer to” ,this

question will certainly remain.

vague unless we address our-
selves to another wvital Ques.
tion: What are the ends of the
New Bangla we cootemplate
building? What are the. ingre-

-dients with which we.awant, {0,
build it? Who would be {afchi.™

tects of this New Bangtla?_- t
will be a Bangla to ibe. ﬁgt
by the people of Bangladesh
with ingredierits drawn _from
the soil of Bangladesh and

from nowhere else. (The impli

fﬂr-reﬂchiﬂg.' in"*

be a Banﬂa
where ng manp will exploit his
compatriots, It will be . a

.cations are

Bangla where everyone wili
be given an opportunity to
-develop the best that is in.

himself wher everyone-will get

an. opportunity tg contribute,:

according (o:the genius, 1to
national ' well.being, where
everyone will get his rightfii]

place, where jobs will seek
‘people where our boys and
girls, on completion of their
"formeal education enjoy the

fruits of Itheir labour accord-
ing to their contribution, where

poverty wil] be banished whete

our expenditure on. education

s [ty R ——— —

ducational Sy
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-the compass o

. families having a

sus on vital -national issues, 1
see no reason why we should
.ot be in agreement with the
broad concept of the New
Bang)a. : .
We have now reached a stage
.whén we can discuss our new
educaion policy and dwelj upon
our role as teachers in imple.
menting it. -

It is a four-tier system com.
prising primary,
ﬁ:.:cnndary and higher educa-
tion. |

PRIMARY EDUCATION

Primdry education has been
designed to inculcate in our
children: ethica] and aesthetic
values of life, t familiarize
themm with our local economy
environment and production

processes to familiarize theml

with our identit% as a nation
and to prepare them for livin
in 2 modern technologi
world, Speaking generally, this
design leaves nc room for cri-
ticism, | :

The inclusion of .Arabic as
a -compulsory subject from
class I and the introduction of
English from class II
however, sparked off a debate
here and there and the dissen
ters deserve our congratula
tions. :

. It has been argued that the

| teaching 'of two foreign langu

has -

e it e e W T T el 7 -l

-

preparatory -

. from class IIY

ages like Arabic and English

Bt the primary stage will lay

- a heavy psychologica] stress
upon our tender children,
- Stifle their -norma] mental

growth and make the school

an unplesant place for them
to visit,- It is impossible within
‘ this short
dissertation to examine these

..grave charges, T shall, however
.53}'“13-4"1‘"'
that the background -of " ouP.;

péople being what, it is 99% .

content myself with

of our babies are born into

smattering.

. education_

' tion 'has sp

seats of highgr ad

stem

should not enjoy reading them
and whv Ara%ic should prove
ts be anathema to our fellow
guardians of students, Let us
not forget that there are other
considerations{ too.

. With the teaching of Arablc

a8 a foreipn Janguage. from
.the }

class 1 the qestion of

i

];
|

introduction of English, ano-

ther foreign guage, from
class ITI n rethinking, In
view of the fpct that by 1987

when 509 of {ur people would
attain literacy under the new
programme apd when half of
our people wduld have a smat
terning of knbwledge in Eng.
lish, T would recommend that
the language lbe introduced
during the
period preceding 1987,
i

PREPARATORY . EDUCATION

- The currimlum of the pro-
paratory edugation has
sO designed ds to foster civic
virtues 1n oud children and to
familiarize thém with different

trades and Qction proces
ses of the 1 economy, The
dropouts of - tier will be
ga;_ere;l t lﬂ ! nurm.
of vocati an trade
schools, 1
This designlis, I believe con

sistent ‘with :fhe basic phloso- .

phy of the Hew soci
dream; l ey

The design or higher educa
d off criticism
mainly fromi|our college and
university students who found
in it a-devicd for curtailing
; apprehension
15 based upok the fact °that

- only the outstanding stu
will e allowed to ro o pas
under.graduate, graduate post- |

graduate and|doctorn) studies
at the universities and other
ucation, -

education is by
highly
Eguad,

-Now high
its very nature 10 be
selective, All fnen are

;

|
'i

- -
L

stagancy has mE?Efalleﬂ us. will be - an  investment - ¢ knowledge in Arabic. Has P
| We Qave.falleh into a morass in.  human resources, ﬂlleﬂne e rg heard of a Mus. ?;]c tdt:g;:u:'. Butﬂls ﬂ':;ﬂ n?{:lmaﬂtx
D e ety Where every  Mittle oxpend: :fim family in ~ Bangladesh jeast in respect of calibre, moro
rancg 1s in sight In response  ture will multiply resources, . where words jike Allah, Rasul  egual tham | mast . men?
“to pliblic demands and with a The new education policY  ‘Munajat etc, are not uttersd e age  of he
view, to meeting jthe challen.  must, therefore be studied in  daily, Even the very common  apstocracy |of  knowled.

the context of the New Bangla
weg have in mind, If the con.
cept of the New Bangia be
errancecus, the new education

gos bBf our times' whenever
durijeg the last three decades
cjort on reshapine and
icturing our/] - education

words like abba, amma kala
have- their origins i, Arabic.
If the syllabus in Arabi¢ = 8

short, if the lessons are grad °

~ .ge higher ediication must be’

'lsi;}ited to those having the
aristocracy of falent of a
superior ordsr, Higher educa

. |
I'est

systgin has been n}a de we hava olicy must be erroneous, t00. + ‘ed _ ' T sl .

! RN 19 _ ] ) ri-a hat I r o ﬂnﬂ pleasanﬂv Dustrated tion is 0ot 3.chattel like cars

"F;ﬂ% ~ shelved it | el nullified t s mmportant that there  hy exhilarating pictures, there . to be bought by the richer

it bYf criticism without even  should be.a patignal copsed:  is ne reasop why our children (Continyel on page 6)
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-, (Continued from page 5)

sections of our community.
What we must, however guard
against is that no poor - but
really talented  student 19
deprived of the.benefits . -of
higher education because of
the poverty of his "pecunlary j
circumstances. Such depriva ;
.tlon would be a  tremendQus -
nationa] loss; We must make
the genius of our talented and . _
outstanding. boys and - girls ' | |
available to the service of our -
people “Plato, in his celebrated
work “The Republic” - whick .‘ .
has been .called a work more _
1 on éducation than on politics,
| emphasised this point ceniu
ries ago, - - . '
Despite dissenting voices be
Ing heard heére and there .
must say in all fairpess thai
the framers of the new educ:
{ ‘tion policy have been badl
1. pragmatic in -their. i}fprﬂqc!
- tp solving a very challengim .
problem that ‘has _hithert : |
defied . all attempts at reshap
inge and restructuring our edt
cation system and ] think w
can commend it to our people _
I must, however remind m) .
- fellow ' brethren-in.professior
of their functions as teachers..
Bertrand Russel] has called
~ them guardians of civilisation.
{.- They must never be propagan
) . dists, T have never known of
g system that is = absolutely
free from defects, The best
{ s#ystem often.yields the worst
- results when implemented by
people without vision, with.
cut a’ senseiof historical Pcr-
spective. Ng system of edu
tlon, let me.emphasize: is bet.
ter than its teachers. Do we
have teachers equipped and
trained enough to-implement
the new programme? Could 1
we attract the best of - our C
talents to the teaching profes-
sion? e
A few words on the role of
teachers in conducting - public
examinations,  Examinations
have now a-days become 3
! dreaded affair. With .a - large
) I~ number of our Government
. officials and law and order
agency personnel being posted
'in and around our examina-
‘tion centres and kept on.the i
alert the nation. seems to be |
at war with its boys and girls
. There is a isect;gn of . ttlrl';
- intelligentsia in this couniry
. who would lay al} the blame
- at the door o _
Let it be understood that. our:
‘ _students . are not entirely to'!
! plame. Blame, if any must be,
! apportioned among all those

o'y

ey

ey — - ——

el —

-

our students,

connected . with the education: '
of our children. It is not nice- _
' 7to quarre} with children, It is
not fioble to rebuke them:
| The defects of ‘the existing |
examination system are due. '

| mainly to the defects inherent
in the education system itself :
to. the failure of the teachers
and the planners of our sylla
buses to keep abreast of deve:
lopments ip educational expe.
riments and also tg the faijure
if not the. ignorance, of the
framers of questions in = the
light of modern techmiques
being . emploved in  advanced'
countries. -
The__ observations 1 have
made above merit anather
dissertation. -
[Mr, Shamsuddin Ahmed,.
writer of this article is the
L Vice-Principal, Chaumuhani ,
’ L College, Noakhali], .
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