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AMAR FEkushey Book Fair
will continue maintain-
ing COVID-19 health safety
guidelines during the gov-
emment mposed restric-
fions on public movemert
and business oparations for a
weak firomm today.

The cultural affairs min-
istry issued an official order
signed by the ministry's semn-
ior assistant secretary Jesmin
Nahar in this regard on Sun-
day.

“The fair will be held from
12:00pm to 5:00pm main-
taining COWVID-19 health
safety gnidelines. The state-
ment also urged all to follow
the health directives strictly
and to avoid any kind of
mass gathering,” according to
the ministry’s order.

The fair time rescheduled
for the third consecutiva time
as the academy reduced the
daily hours by pulling back
the closing time one hour
making it 8:00pm instead of
9:00pm.

Following a day, the venue
was open for wvisitors from
3:00pm to G:30pm on weak-
davs and 11:00am to 6:30pm
on weekends dus to the rise
in COVID-19 cases across the
country.

The fair is scheduled
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NEW ARRIVALS

TITLE AUTHOR TYPE PUBLISHING HOUSE
| Loke Bale Eto Rate Anwara Syed Hag  Collection of Poems Ananya
| Rastay Hante lay Ke
' Jalparani Kingkar Ahsan Movel Shikha Prakashani
j Bahurupi Debshishu  5M Shamsul Alam Juvenile Movel Somoy Prakashani

to end on April 14, which
began on March 18 follow-
ing COVID-19 health safety
suidelines.

Bangla Academy direc-
tor general Habibullah Siraji
welcomed the government's
move and said that we are
vary happy that the govern-
ment give us permission to
continue the fair during the
health crisis.

‘Mow it is a national cri-
gis. We have to depend on
the government's decisiom.
We are trying to continue the
fair till the scheduled ending
time,’ said Habibullah Siraji.

However, publishers and
stall attendants became frus-
trated due to the new sched-
uled time during the govern-
ment imposed restrictions on
public movement.

Publishers said that the
acadenmy did not hold a
mesting with the publishers
and even took our opinion
also.

Thev also said that how

the people from all walks of
life would come at the book
fair as there would no mass
transport for them and wor-
ried about the outcome of the
move.

Academic and Creative
Publisher's Association of
Bangladesh president Farid
Ahmed said, “The organisers
did not give us any opporti-
nity for exprassing our opin-
ion. We are only participants
at the fair as we ame only fol-
lowing the authority’s direc-
tive'.

‘The outcome of the fair
would be very bad as the
new schedule increases our
cost. ¥We have to manage the
lunch for our staffs. After all,
we hoped that fair would be
vibrant in the coming davs,
Farid Ahmed added.

Academic and Creative
Publisher's Association of
Bangladesh senior vice-pres-
ident Milan Kanti Nath said,
‘The decision is frustrating
for us as the people would

not be ahle to come at the fair
due to excessive heat and ab-
gence of mass transport’.

As a human being, I can
say that we are still hoping
for the bast,” Milan added.

On the other hand, many
stall attendants at wvarious
publishing houses said that
it would be difficult for them
to attemid the fair in time dus
to the absencea of mass trans-
port.
Mohammad Anamml, a
stall attendant of publishing
housa Shikha Prakashamn,
gaid ‘Our sales were not satis-
factory today. T used to come
at the fair from MNaravanganj
district. It would be difficult
for us to attend the fair in
time without mass transport’.

The visitor turnout was
also very low on the day.

A total of 48 new books
weare launched on Sunday
and the total number of new
arrivals reached 2,161 so far
on the eighteenth day of the
fair.
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