Tanzil Rahaman

MANY stalls at the Suhbra-
wardy Udvan remained closed
and a large mumber of stalls
opened late on Monday at the
ongomg Amar Ekushey Book
Fair as it was the first day of the
govemment-imposed restnc-
tions on public movement and
business operations fior 8 wesak.

Several stalls were also
being rencvated as a sudden
storm lashed the fairground on
Sunday evening. The storm
left some stalls damaged in its
waks and many books wers
also damaged in the rain,

The wvisitor twnout and
sales were poor compared
with that of the other days.

In the first thres hours on
the mineteenth dav, the fair
venuas wore a look of a desert
as visitors were few and far
betwesn.

Many publishers and stall
attendants said that it is to-
tally illogical to continue the
fair while a ban had been im-
anad on mass transports.

As a consequence, a large
munber of publishing houses
could not even sell a singla
hook on the dav.
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Loknatya Ghatugan Aminur Rahaman Folk theatre
Sultan
Dhusar Kalo Mayur Supti Zaman

Balask Rabir Kirtikanda  Sanjida Khatun

They also said that on the
day some visitors came to the
fair with specific lists to buy
some selected books.

MNasir Ahmed Selim, the
publisher of kakoli Prakasha-
ni, said, “We do not even un-
derstand why the authorities
concemed are continuing the
fair while thers is a ban on
public transport. Many wisi-
tors will not be able to come
to the fair as thev do not have
their own transport. 1 think
that it is better to close the fair
at this stage.’

Mohammad FRavhan, a
stall in-charge of Prachalan
Prakashani. said, "We opened
our stall at 12:00am. We
could not sell a single book
in the past four hours. We did
not expect this kind of deso-
late fair. Peaple are unabls to
come to the fair due to the ban

on public transport.’

Mohammad Salim, man-
ager at publishing house
Anupam Prakashani said, We
came at the fair and opened
our stalls as part of a formal-
itv. You can hardly see a visi-
tor after a long interval. The
newly scheduled time iz not
appropriate for visitors due to
a ban on mass transport and
the hot weather.

People who have their own
transport came to visit the fair.

Sohel Mushfig. an official
at Amencan life msurance
company said, T came to the
farr miding myv motorbiks. [
have been collecting some
specific books, | really enjoved
wallang at the fair as the num-
ber of visitors is considerahly
low. I can visit the entire ven-
ue withoit any hassle now’

Hedvast Ullsh, the as-

Juvenile literature

Al-Gazi Publications

Collect ion of poems  Charulipi Prakashani

Shikha Prakashani

sistant registrar at Jagannath
Uriversity, said, T came from
Lalbagh by my own car. I usu-
ally buy a large mumber of
books every year. I really miss
the festivity this vear.’

Tlike to read offbeat books
alongside books on history
and good essays on the lib-
eration war. I always prefer
voung writers with fresh ide-
as,” Hedayet added.

Earlier on Sunday, the cul-
tural affairs ministry issued
an official crder signed by
the ministry’s senior assistant
secretary Jesmin Mahar asking
the authority to run the book
fair from 12:00pm to 5:00pm
maintaining the COVID-19
health safety guidelines.

A total of 28 new books
were launched on Monday
and the total number of new

ammivals reached 2,189 so far,
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