Ekushey Book Fair concludes

Publishers incur huge losses for COVID-19

Tanzil Rahaman

CURTAIN fell on the month-
long Amar Elushey Book Fair
on Monday with publishers
facing huge losses due to lack
of wvisitors amid COVID-19
outhreak.

The fair ended two days
before its scheduled closure
on April 14 on a government
instruction ahead of further re-
strictions on public movement
and owverall activiies from
April 14 to contain the surge
in the COVID-19 cases.

Bangladesh Book Sellers
disclosed the fiqure of this
vear's sale at a press confer
ence on Lekhak Balchhi Man-
cha of Suhrawardy Udyan on
Monday afternoon.

They said that the sales
amount was TE 3.11,91.928 in

the fair. The sale was calculat-
ed based on asurvey of the 413
publishing houses, mchuding
30 pavilions. The 30 pavilions
bagged TK 89,30.230 and rest
of the stalls sold books worth
TK 2,22,61,698.

We invested around TE 90
arore at the fair along with
Tk 10 crore unproductive in-
vestiment. We wrged the gov-
emment to give TK 10 crore
compensation and procure
books for the ministries, divi-
sions and povernment and
autonomons institutions. We
also urged the government to
create a TE 1000 crore loan
fuind with low interest and
easy terms and conditions.
said Bangladesh Book Sellers
and Publishers Association
vice-president Shyvameol Faul,

Bangla Academy director
general Habibullah Sivaji said

that the academy is not in a
position to disclose the figure
of sales at the entire fair.

‘We have not received the
fisure from the publishing
houses vet," said Habibullah
Siraii.

Books worth Tk 82 crore
were sold in 2020 Elushey
Book Fair and the Bangla
academy itself sold boaks
worth Tk 2.28 crore, accord-
ing to the crganiser.

Academic and Creative
Publishers Association of
Bangladesh president Farid
Ahmed said, "The fair is a bad
one in terms of sales. It is dif-
firult to bounce back as the
publication industry has bheen
hit hard since March, 2020,

As many as 2,640 new t-
tles, including 64 on the last
day, hit the stalls this year.
Books of poems led the tally

with 898 titles. followed by
405 novels, 339 stories, 158
essays and over 100 books on
the country’s founding presi-
dent Sheikh Mujibur Eah-
man in various genres.

In 2020, a total of 4,919
books were lmmched in the
month-long fair.

The fair that began omn
March 15 instead of Febru-
arv 1 due to coronavirs out-
break did not get momentium
due to hot weather, changing
fair hours and the seven-day
restrictions on public move-
ments and business opera-
tions firom April 5.

This yvear, 834 units were
allocated to 540 publishing
houses and organisations to fa-
cilitate sale of books and other
publications at the Subra-
wardy Udyvan and on the
Bangla Academy premises.



