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The system of educatlon and
| basic 1Ssues

The last }iecade was a des

decision for na-
tional- issues in Bangladesh.
4 But the caravan of deVelop-
| ment went ¢n with the horse-
tpower of ‘Ppragmatism” that

cuuld pull fin ‘all directions,
mcludmg the. reverse, Since
 Iast March] there has been

¥ pronouncements abouf a new
[.era with n&w bepinnings in
1 which dem;uﬂns on national

‘issues are assumed fo be fon
j damental. Fibhding answers for
Lthe evaded} issues of the
Jeountry’s educationai system

-E]is thus natyrally one of the
£ decision mak- -

‘basic areas
'ing by natiopnai leadership at
qthis critical peoint of time in
fthe history. I

{i In the Thil d World, as we
all know, education is treat-
fed as a levei' of the develop-
ment b and an intcgral
Part of devdﬂpment sirategy
and hence qf planning poli-
fhies. Gunnar iMyrdal who did
| imassive/resedgrch work as “An
nqwry into 'the Poverty aof
E. ations” in ASﬂltth Asia, has

jiven his own insight in these
r::-rds* "I‘neiedumtmnai pro-

lem in Saut[l Asia has to be
ew, taXing into

|

sunt socia
he countries i concermed  and

air quest [or decvelopment.
But such an knzlysis can ne
er yicld thei neat and  defi-
ite mntiuslons of mredical
' nology: td stamp out itli-
pracy is a va tly mhcre com
ex task th to eradicate

larla P (Askan Drama, p.
24! He has pssessed the si
+ jation in thl post-independ-

tfies of the repion im a state
ent like: “Tle winning of in
4 sndence hzg not worked

miraculou changﬂ in the

, wfﬁr:.h in

ald this 'systeth is supportied

b¥ people’s atfitudes, which
'_mseh*cs have been mould-
. by the insiftutions. In ge-
ne¢ral, the reforms needed are

b th different n nature from
agd far more | radical than

- ihpse suggested by the popu-
ah) slogan of in ased ‘invest-

b n given ¢
ymists Who r
f n the idea t
| #i‘r‘gt do with de-
LT pmen;,_h:lh South- Asian
pepples -axg oty merzly being
inguficiently edwcated; they
¢ being miseducated on a

ge scale. And}there are im-
pogtant vested
peflded 1n the whole aititudi-
nall and institutional system,
! resist or warp policies in-
eritied tﬂ overcome both de-

ntly hit up-

i

*

—— p—
[
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- (1973-78) which said.

conditions M- .

mce days for ghe many céun-

. ut in education’ which has
ency by eco.

education -

intercsts, em-

1n the process of economic
development and in the pre-
cess of development of a sys-
tem of cducation. At the same
time,
and

lended to make teachers, edis
cators and scientists lose sight
of the need for a national cul-
tural, scientific and fechnoloe-
frical identity, becﬂmﬂ}r colo-
nizal rule
to neutralise the Muslim popu-
lation in the Indian sub-conit-
nent from political conscious-
ness through policies of ‘di-
- vide and rule’ and cornering
-' ithem for a special incomplicle

Jife and incompietie svsiem of

" ficiencies.” -

The above assessment can
recpresent a broad perspective
about the serious deficiencies
of ‘the attitudinal and institu-
tional sysem’ of the whole re-
gmon, including  Pakistan
{which was then West and
East Pakistan). With the em-
ergence of Bangladesh out of
a liberation war, the trends
of reliance on the traditionzl
system of edueation did not
change. With comgplete disre-
gard to the rsquirements of 3
rew philosophy and reflection
in the content of education,

possible expansion in the pro- -

duction of some technical

manpower along with the con-
tinuing predominance of aim-

less general education became

the objective of ‘deviepment

expenditure’ in the education .

scctor, Struggling for oblain-

ing a misconceived higher pri- .

ority only in terms of higher
expenditure - was the corner-

stone of policy in the whole

exercise of foreign-aid-depen-
dent  development planning
This wvas .despite the strong
statement of the socialism-ori-
cuted First Five-Year Plan
"Educa-
tion -must be responsive to
the specific - requircments of

the nation. It .must have re-
lcvance to future work and

itfe, and must provide ade-.

ouate preparation for produe-
tive. employraent”. In the
midst of wnolitical crises and
lack of sclution of outstand-
ing pational issues {c.g. na-
tionalised industries, land re
forms, administrative reforms,
education reforms etc.), the
transitional Two-Year Plan
(1978-80) and the Draft Second
Five-Year Plan (1980-85) could
onlv  aim at a mopping up
operation for the continuing
development projects, which
themselves had to be even-
tually subjected to some or-
der of budgetary control. Na&-

turally, thus, not only the
onportunities of building the
foundations of 2 new begin-
ning for the apprepriate na-
tional sense of education for
socio-cconomic  development
have been lost, but meanwhile
additional obstacles and con-
straints 'had been pernuited

to grow with tremendous

wasiage of resources.

Wastes are obvious in many -

forms and staggzering statistics

speak . cloguently about them,
.,To_take jthe instance of the -

" few basio “Statistics used in
the introduction of the recent.
Iy circulated Questionnaire on
Education Policy, one can easi-

ly find that in primary edu-

cation, 75 per cent of children
anrolled in class I drop out
reaching class V; out of a to-
fal community of 80 to 82 iakh

H
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forecign aid-dependence
technology-dependence

found it NECESSATY.

‘ethical

tious consumption rose phe-
nomcnally among the wealthy
classus, especially in the cities :
antisocial activities increased
and obtaincd stlent toleration; )
general
values received wide accept.
ance as an in¢vitable part of |
the world situation and trends;

corruption at the cost of so- |
ciely. increased |
with no serious individual and !
collective effort at controlling r -
I
1

uwpportunities of technical ed
cation: and out of l:tem‘

| ‘pupulatmn (with 12 years an

more of education), 40 per cel
are not in employmenit. Thﬂ
even from the narrowest pum
of wproducing some literate |
manpower equired by the
economic svstern of the coun-
try, the centinued education
system cculd so far produce
continued wastes of enormous

" marnitude, both in terms of

national physical and financial

‘resources, and also of avail-

able talénts and manpower,
Other social costs are also tre-
mendous ; thesé appear in the
form of what the unemployed

consume and do against socis

ol benelit or economic wel-

farc and also what the ‘mis-
educated’ peopie do against

rightly-conceived social bens2. :
At and economic welfare -
These latter two types of so-
cial and economic <cosis are
not estimated by planners or
cconomists in their cxercises
) cost-benefit analysis. Ther2
is another set of wastes and
costs which can be identifi-
»d when the dimension of |
scnse of direction and the va. i

hie system relevant to our na-

lion is applied. Lack of salu-
tton of . the outstanding na- !
ticnal and ideological issues -

so far provided these oppor-
tunities of social, cultural, |
and economic Cosis |
against ouy scciety. Tradition- '
al education and the environ-
ment of lack of solution of
those issues can be held res- |
ponsible for a itremendous in- .
visible iceberg of waste and
ncgative social behaviour of

the products of education; .
and these also produced furs
ther amounts of negative scr-i
cial value through ‘demonstra- |
tion effects', All these differ!
ent types of wastes and casts]

-

have led to the present sialg
of -many-sided raptd deteriora- |
tion ; and anybody ¢an point i
to at least social deterioration,
economic deterioration and
ethical-cifitural deterioration.

The trend of csterioration
has been aggravated, by threo

" major elements., First colondi.
‘al rule and Western model of
- socioconomic progress drew \

attention to the role of sci-
ence and technology in specds

.ing up the .process of econo~

nonNIc . dﬁﬁlnnment a*'ter mﬂe-
pendence in the new South |
Asian. countrics, including the
continuation of the same im-
pact in the Bangladesh case.
RelHance on emphasis for scis
ence and techrology as an ac-
celerator of development in an
imcoerdinated manner brouglit

about serlous distortions, boilt

erosion of ethical

trémendously |

its sources of growth; foreign
aid receipts increased the o
portunities of corruption and
conceniration of wealth in
"the hands of urban-based mo- |
dern-educated,

outward-lcok- {

“and will

iwp& adopted as  ihe
‘e education

education. The Madrasa. sys-  ing, money-making, enter-
T poSiration WSS riingcommercil_pcopl
Y TE® . The increase in population

excuscd itself from the path .
rationalism,

of philogophical
scientific enquiry, intefration
of science and technology and

enfouragement of innovations .

through rescarch. Even after
.mdependence such inherited
-traditions of incomplete edw
cation have been maintained

the name of Islamic educa- -

tion, although Islam has been
reinair. o complete

codc of life and complete socio-
cconomic as -well as political

systemn. This implicd that ﬂ'u:-.-
1vested interests of a stratified

society have been further vi-

tiated by tle {wo iypes ol

incomplete  education, One
‘mod-

F

reflecting
yWestern principles and ideas

J‘Hddptﬁ'd to the situation as it

lgrew under

inspiration from
colonial and post-colonial zid-
givers (which ignored the need
'for preparing students for an
ideology-led complete Jife) and
the other type continued .the
old traditions of study of Is
lamic history, jurisprudence
law, . interpretation of - the
Qur'zsn and Sunnah 'and a
maodicum of 1ssues related to

1

iMuslim living (which ignored

of an cducation process need-

rmuﬁt of the dynamic elements

vhile the

1 : . - !

¥

ed for facing problems of cco-
nowic, political, scientific and
technological development for
living in this country). Third-
Yy, .pressure - of population
lgrovsth  continued unabated
trend of develop-
iment of human resources, eco-
momic resources, financial e
Isources, their distribution and
methods of appmach to plan.

{ning problemg ﬂn n]l‘frunts

remained neglected,”

1. j and  unsystematic. Man Jand -
[ ratios detocricrated rapidly;
poverty went on  increasing

very fast: ineguality and in-
Eﬂiilf}' in weaith and incoma
increased extensively at the cost
of paupensation of a Iarge bulk
of rural populution; "osteata-

- poverty -and all

al understaniding of the ap-

young -
" biased against religion and its

madern life and problems of

‘ ‘ly depend -'on-'aceeptance Tof
“distorted"” *"the “pddple «icorfcerned, -+ And

implied intemsification of the
trend of pauperisation of ru-
ral people, as indicated in the

rising nurmbers of landless, l

marginal and small farmers

The education system, if the |

two types of modern and Is-
lamic institutional framework
can be called a.system, did
not prepare -anybody for sol-

ving much of the problems
that were and are mounting
at an alarming speed. The'
mcdern type bas indeed added |
an aborration of thinking that
sther prob-
lemis might be sought to be |
reduced with a socialistic ap- |
proach to production and dis- |
tribution while the conceptu- |

proach 15 confined to very few
explorers in a theoretical
scnse. And lack of understands

ing about the completeness of |;

knowledge for all situations of
life contained in the Islamic
systern makes them and their
followers hopelessly |

cleims. On the other hand, the

‘Madrasa-trained Islamic enthu-

siasts may feel like winning

the ‘'world with spiritualism
alonc. The philosophy of na-
tional education for Bangla-
deslt must aim at the synthe.
sis of the modern and the

Istamic traditional approaches

to train the sons of the

- soil who are Muslims.

REJLEVANT PHILOSOPHY

Social philosephy, m the :
abstract, is of general acade-
mic inlerest - to z curious
mind. But @2n appropriate
social philosophy for a given
nation or society will certain- |

this accep’ance “depends” op
" the understanding of the re-
levance of the composite ele-
micnis of the value system,
£voived or evn]mg N course
«f the pation’s struggle for
cvhieving its goal of establhish.

TO BE CONTINUED ’

LA e — e —

" students, ncarly 40,000 or ¢ _'_-‘—_‘- o

per cent pass the HSC exan
nation and 0235 per cent g
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