- Primary tducation

15.1v. by provincial go
.was-in vogue till 185%. In the.
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areas was vesied in the District
School Board, created under
the provis.on of the Bengal
{Rural) Primary Educatioh Act
1930 the Bengal (Rural) Pri-
mary Education ° (Amendment
Act), 1943, In the urban lareas

the muuicipalities were i res-
ponsible for the adminis{ration
of Pnmary Education, East
Benga! which became & pro-
vince of Pakistan inherited this
system 'of management and
control ‘of primary eduacation
by docal bodies. A chahge in
the systum_ was, effected for
the first ttme by the Bengal

(Ruaral) Primary Edncation
(East Bengal Amendmenjt) Act,
1851, which provided for the

taking over of the administra. .

tion of primary education by
- the provincial government in
phases from the hands® of the
. District  S<hool Boards and
- Local Boards (in case of Sylhet

which* was amalgamated with .
Bengal at the jtime of

East
partition of British India). This
systein of management and
control of primary education
i rural areas rtly by
District Schoo! Board ind part.
ment

vear 1957, the erstwhile Eas
Pakistan (Rural) r-rin!'m Edu
cation (Suoplementary Provi.
aions) Act, 1957 and in the year
1958, the Sylhet Rural Primary
Education (Supplementary Pro-
visions) Act, 1958 were enacted
- to piovide for directjadminist-
ration of primary edfication In

the rural areas by Provincial
-Government. These Acts abo.
- lished ' the District School

Boards and Local Bpards and
vested theé power of the District
School Boards in the District
Magistrates and the power of
-, the Lozal Boards in the Deputy
Commissioner of Sylhet. This
system continued
- which year the Government of
PBangladesh by an Art: Act No.
- YIII of 1974 took owver aill pri.
mary schools under puglic
management in both rural and
urban areas to admiinister the
affairs of those schdols in stch
mannel as it might deem fit.

-In - the first rt of this
paper, the main provisions of
tne  successive Acts will be
slated 50 as to Indicate the
changes that w brought

about in the system of manage

ment and .control) of primary -

education from ti
the second part:

- for the changes i
" as are’  evidemt
. ports of various
and commissions.
" ¢d. Finally, concl
- drawn, "

Consiitution

to time. In
e rationale
the system
the re-
committees
ill be narrat-

o the Distric

' School Board. The Bengal (Ru. .

raly Primary Education Act,
1530, provided for the establish
ment of a District School
Baard in =ach district compris.
ing: (a) ex-officio Jjmembers, as:
the District Magistrate the Sub

- L. Divisional_Magistsate, the Dis-
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1 1974 in-

.. the extension+iof «prima
“cation xBTS the | itea ;

ions will be .

R

nagement And Contr
Liducation

by Saifuddin Ahmed

trict Inspector of Schools, the
Chairman of the Local Board,
the Chairman and the Vice-
Chatirman, of the District Board
(by a munimim of two mem.
bers to 'be clected by the meme-
bers of the District Board, (¢
a mimmimum of three members
to be elected by the members
of the Union Boards, Union
Committees and ‘Panchyats, (d)
a minimurn of two members to
be appointed by the government
(¢) two members belorging to
the Scheduled - Castes to be
appointed by the goveromeni:
(f) one teacher of 2a primary
school te be appointed by the
governmant for the first term
l'shfr?:ur tmmf he X

i en cf the Hoard and
thereafter to be elected by the
rrimary school teachers. -

President and Vice-President:

of the: Board. The Aci provided
for a President and V..e-Prests
dent of the Board. Until the
expiration of first two terms
of four vears ecach after the

‘establishment of the Board, the -

President would ba an appoin.
ted membar of 1he Board and
thereatter he vrould be an elece
ed member of the Board. The
District Magistirate was the Pre.

sident of the Board during the
first twao terms.

members as Vice-Pres‘dent. .
Powers and

aldent and Vice President.

The executive authority of the
Board were vested in the Fresi. %
He was responsible -
for carrving into effects 3l or. .
ders' of the Board. The Vice.

dent.

Presiden: wouald perform such
functions ot ithe President as
were delegated 1o him by the
President. When -the office of
the President was vacant, the
Vice-President would exercise
the functon of the President
untii a2 new  President  was

appointed. -
Responsildlities of .the Board.
The resporsibilitiecs of the

Board in:anled: {a) prepara.
tion and -maintenance of a
register showing all primary

- schools within the district, to-

gether with the -teachers ther:
of and their qualifications and
the accomn odation available
therein; 'y tabulation of such

further jrformation and prepa-:
ratich of such plans or maps -
. as might be necessay to en-

able the Board to frame an
estimate of thr existing provi.
sion for primary education and
of the further provision neces-
sary v place primary education
within the reach of all children
(¢} prrparation "of schemes for

v, edu-

the authority®of #éach..
Boazd  ‘4ai fir Co ':ﬁi’t?(
Panchavet - 2 41) . amnﬂginot
fur the opening of add&hﬁﬁL
primary schools snd the ek

pansion of existing phmaRy,
schools; (e)muiiiignance L-ﬂﬁf |

primary schools under spublic
management  in- the district;
(fv consiruction, fepair and
mianagement . of; all: primary
echools under Apﬂﬁ!_ic:f manage-
ment in the “.lﬂr}%t“ (g) _ap-

*
g )

after the estab..

- piary schools:

~ The Board ., #chools.
*would" also elect cue of its

functions of Pre. - tho Act Government

-control over the Board: (a) the

“‘President:

ey

other_rights and

pointment, ' fixation and pay-
ment of the salaries of tea-
chers in the primarv schools.
(h) Granting of recognition 10
«chools or -withdrawal of recog-
pition therefrom, (i) makin

of grants for scholarships an

stipends for primary schopls
‘v consideration  and passing
of orders on all applications
for granis to primary schools
under private
(k). preparation and trans-
mission to- the Pirector of Pub.
{ic Instruction propoesals for
the su
tificatea ieachers;
upon all mateers relati to
primary education rafe to
the Board by the Director of
Pudlic. Instruction: {(m) to
RNt pe
to the establishment
Board and teachers of primary
schools;  (ny o form and
manage a plovident or annuity
fund  for the establishment of
the Board and teachers in pri.

contributions to such fund from
the estatlishment of the Board
and ~teachers . in  primary
schools; (py to supplement the
contributions 1o such fund of
the establishment of the Board
tzach®1s in  primary

Control of the Government,
Through various provisions of
retained

Government could remove the
Vice-President and
members of the Board; (by the
Government could supersede
a Board. (c) the Government
coutd have a .duty done by a
defaulting Board within a spec
fiéd period (d)y The Commis-
stoner cousd suspend the execu-

tion of any resolution or or- -

der of a Board situated within
his jurisdiction and prohibit
.the doing or completion of any

act if in his opinion the resolu.

tion, order or act was in ex.
cess of the powers confarred by
law; (e) the Board was requir.
ed to submit- 10, the Directos
of Pubhcllpstmﬁ{ms such re.
mts as .were-i " prescribed by

. ¢y “the” Govérnment was
empowered; £t approve  the
budeet as” grepared and subm!f
ted by theiBpard, or approve
of it after such:alterations as
it might think.fit-or cause tha
budget te be returned to the
Board

Board were required
audited once in every year by
stiech auditor as might be ap-
pointed by the Government;
g:l} thf Government could maka

¢S _kor carrving out -
poses of the A:%. the pur

Primary Schools . (Taking
Over) Act 1974: The Act em-
powered - the Government to
take over by netification in
the official garette any primary
school on such date as might

*to De

- be specified in the -notification,

The orimary school (thus
N OVern, anc_i all its asseis
and property, including lands
buildings and funds and ali
interests in,
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managements

pply of trained and cer..
(1) advice-

pensions ‘and gratuities
of ‘'the -

(0) to compel

l for «uch modifications
- as the Government might think

-:lhcmsaw' tg) the accouynts of

Governmert too elzined ade-
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or arising out of such property
and all records .nd other do-
cumeénts of whatever nature re:
lating -thereto  would | stand
transterred 10. and vested in

~ the Government,

AU teachers of the pnmary
schools would become em-
ployees of the Government and
would hold their service under .
the Government on such terms
and condiiions as the Govern--
ment might determune,

Al C_umm:ttetés ﬂ.rd:;thuriti::
managing and administering -
the affains of the primar?

schools would cease to function .

After a primary school waa
taken .over, ihe Govermment

- wicule mansgs and admrinister

the affairs ot that scliool in
such manner as it might deem
kit : !

Conclusions On ihe .basis of
the facts presentad the follow-
ing con¢lusions on the evoiu.
tion of the management and
control of. primary education
in Bangladesh may be drawn;

One, ‘'the history of;evolution
of the management®and con.
trol of primary education in
Bangladesh is the history of
gradual reduction of authority
of the Loral Bodies responsible
for the administration of pri-

. mary educafion -and ultimate

take-over of control by the
central authority. ' .
the first phase of this

process ol reduction commen-
cing in 1951 ended with the
abolition of District  School
Boards in 1957 and Local
Boards in 1058 vesting al.
pPowers of the District School
Bnarda:. and Local Boards to
the Disnrict Magistrates and
Deputy Cor:misiion~r respec.
Lwr]yh ._W:t!tt the abglitinn
, ' 1-S teT i C ¢t choo
Boards “and Local Boards thcl-.

power of management and con

trol of primary education in
rural areas was shifted to the
pitvinciel government bug the
system ratained its local charac
ter. The administrative tasks
continued to he performed ag
the district headquarters by
the District _Administration.
Three, The sccond phase of the

process of reduction concluded’,
with the Daﬁiinﬁ of the Prl.

mary Schools Taking Over A¢)
of 1974 em ¢ring the govern
ment to t

Over any primary
school of Bangiadesh in both
tural and urban areas with
all their assets and liabilitier
and with the  declaration thzs

teachers of ori; - schools
thus tak:n over would be gov.
emment emplovees. With thig
alsin ended the local coatrol of |
primary causation in Bangla.
ggtt: vﬁls[mg dall pcwers of

LGN TIMET Y An i '
Ceantrai authati‘:'_}-_m“u ol m_rthc ,

Four, the District School

Board which was predominant.

I responszibie for the: manage | -

ment and control  of primary
education during the decade
since 1947 Lvas a represe itive
body consisting .of - ex2ficio
members, appointed r.ombers
and elected merabers. The

(Contlnued on page 6)
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quate «control cier its activities

. in varigis wsys, a;, through its
- power 0¥ supersession, audit, |,
annual¢ budget, rsupervision of'’
schools by. “the iaspectorate’
and abcve alll through its rule

Five, the ~local bodi
e . oA | iﬂ.
rge of the mana d
controf of primary A entd
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