{ _precarious-perch, as it were, . Yor the secondary
.&nd higher stages of Iearning to be on. That way, |
. the wlole education. system of a country can be a -
{ ‘casualty. Equally important is the fact that basic -
¢ “educalion hag an -inherent potehcy in its broad. .

. Sweep over the cauntry s . teemmg millions who |
“¢an be bruught under its pale.. This being the case,

= ey ot

'. formal and non.fcnml “basie  instructions consti_
Etute a crucial factor_' at this cross-roads of our. i

"natlﬂﬂal ljfe cet LT “1 % _

- i, Our polity’ has been democratxsed and durable
’; msutunms for its unambiguous sustenance have
: to_be built. The import of pmdent exercise’ of
the right of franchise ‘by our people will e always
__there. ‘But. the big thing' in the" present " context
is that a process of participation is on’ ag a neces-
-$ary. prerequisite for strengthening . the institu.
» +tions of democratic polity with the.people ag the. |
! central element - in it, Devolution ©of authority to |
| the bottomdevel  elected tiers is to associate |

l
?

A Ly [ i ——

many in chain effectwiththe prm:mofad'-

.} ministration and development. * ‘This i an -insti-
tutienal ‘measure no- doubt rightly ‘taken. .to: en

courage self-relying actimties in the fields of con. ‘
cern to the vﬂlages.“But people at the grassroots
} have to appreciste the considérationg that went
i behind lending thiz power and functionability to .
b them =0 that they can use these to theirmaximum
; beneﬁt Avenues . of - "peaceful . socic-econornic”
wchangee are 0pening{f to .them ‘and they ought to
acquire right ‘social attitudes, moral values and
ample skill' {0 .take the fullest advan of -the !

}
i new dispensation. - This provided the background
]

]
for President- Ziaur - {Rahman 'to say at the Comw‘
 monwealth seminar on ‘primary education’ in Asia
and ‘Pacific, now being - held in Dacca t.hat basic
schooling has. our: ‘utmcst pnority 1

. The prirnary education” thét we wsuahse draw-
| ing from the available formulations on. the Sub-
3 ject, admits of ‘being made free, .compulsory and
. universal within a masmably short time and in a
cost.eﬂieimt manner as well. What ‘promises a
- good hegimnn in the endeavour is. ‘effecting non.
¢ formal mass hterac at.the eariiest because such
~a stép can create an educationgl -atmosphere in
‘the countryside -where parents seem not, too
,x appreviative of the need for sending their. children
to nc-lmols Villdge mmmumties can be stixnulam to

| be mvnlwd as'a COEt—saving measure, in procuring |
~/Jgeal, ﬁunstruéﬁbu iiaterials, fﬂl'nh!.lﬂdln the addl. |
taanalfschmlaﬁ ‘needed. .The same’ s;rg;itjmayr ;help .
“in - équipping .these vwith ~adequa g ‘aids, -
_Participation of capable women, youth antI stu.
. dents in their spare time as teaching hands can!
- heélp us get over the dearth of instructors. Such’
and other headway points can be mentloned for
" this national. underta.kmg that has but 2 short *

F tume ta hegln
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