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e P'rlmary ed ucation” \

L A decision. taken by the ‘Naétional Eocmondc-i
 Council to provide 40 thanas in the country with
o an average of 100 new.primary tchools within the
) Second FiveYear: ‘Pan period indicates - the
Bov vernment’s earnestnESs atout achieving the goal .
' of universal prlmary education, - However, anSwels
li}oitwn crucial . prob'ems -~ will ‘have to:be found
.;nnmta..ﬁmus]y if - the. physical expansion - pro
Igrmnme,in thic fie'd is to “produce ‘matching . re-
suits injterms.. Of actually imparting' education.’
Uﬁia"-"'is-to get-=dedicat&d teachers and the other iS=
toﬂgttract and retain more stu_dents. LR L

E ;‘Parents now often: comp'ain s mainly in th&
villages — that teachers = do . not - pay enough
stlention to teacting .and - thus drive pupils to

 unmindfulness -or - callousnese regarding thelr
‘studies Teachers 011 ‘the other hand say with

_'_-.-I-.—.u_.l_.—' e e

n.n.-:l-—

.H'

in the educatioh'” department which makes them
“lose heart about _their profession, Thén, on many.
; 6ccasicns, - with wou'd-be teachers compelled  to
taka recourse {0 unfair nmns for swurlng the

]ol- -resuiting often n slncere ones elbowed. out
by Ahe useless—gocd education: gets 4 jolt at: the
'ﬂtart “The viclous circle: of disrespect that ‘is

~"thus created can turn even & good teacher, who
+ is on the job, into a neglectful cne, A determined

X:'d has therefcre to te: made-for recruiting honest.
"and diligent teachers and thereafter to retain: themy

and their good qualitles by.defending their honour.

3 | ‘-‘Teachers themtelves. wii. *have 4 lot to contx*lbutE~
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A }igh dmp cut rate rema.lns 2 mnstant
feat ure of primary education. Poor parents appear
urenthusiastic sbout schooling of children;. Notice
ably, the largest number of youngsters not takin{.,

| any education belongs to families with-little or no
‘ .. ecucational background.. Perhape ‘such*families
“find it more worthwhile - to.engage their. children .
in :income-giving ' activities rather than wait “for
tt.em o finish school. This proh*‘em would have
lent to.casier resolution had:the parents themselves:
found ways -to eprn more. But-in‘the- meantime:
an element of attracti&n to: elemmtary educatirm ¢

can perhaps be introduced: - by fo‘lowing a durrl-"

culum, that is related  to job opportunities likely .

to open up locally. . Good school environment, with

prov:sions for school  lunch, could . also.induce
more. parents to send and keep their chi'dren in !

A these institutions as these would then serve the

1 - purpose of creches with -education thrown in.
-* | The search for ways tc attract more and mare .
| ;utudenfs to p‘rml...rv schmls ‘must. mntinue | /
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