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whmh 's -foun the bfai
and availa

- glven’ moment-ag bases for a ,
tions, and (2) “passive (or
tential) knowledge,” which ex
ists in the great reservoir o
documnents in which the ex
- periences, observations tho
ughis and discoveries of other
men, chiefly those of the past
have been recorded. Human
progress. has beén dcpendent
upon the growth and avail-
Ability of: this great reservblr
of passive knowledge.”

The Enc:;clupaédxa Britanni-

ca (1llih ed ) defines a manus-:

cnpt as “any .document wrii-
tcn by hurwan. hdnd with the
aid of pen, pencil or ather in-
strument wWhich tan be used
with cursive fadliy, as dis-

tinguiished frem am inscription
- engraved with” chisel or gra- |

vel, worked labariously, By
- usage the word has come io
be eruployad in a $Pecial sense

to.indicate a written work of
the ancient world or of the
middle *ages; - collection of
such ancient .manuscripts

bring highly prised and stor- .

e€d for preservation in public
nbraries.” The \ypescript is
strictly .not a mamiscnpt but
in practice due to 1t§ unique
quahty, Iibraries aften aceord

it the prestige and special

lreaintent of a manuscnpt

Manuscripts may be cf three
groups namely artistic manus-
cripts, literary s#nsnuscripts

and archives. Sole mailters

are common to il types of
manuscript.”
als namely bark, élay, walls,

Wood, wazen tablcs, papyrus,

skins and paper weére used in -

writing or ilumination. They
are in varicus forms namely
rolis, codices or valumes, sin-
glc ShEEtS etc, The artistic
manuscripts were eventually
killed by printing. {n contrast
to the fate of the filwminated
manuscripts, the fmporiance
of the literary manuscripts
was cnhanced by: the growth
of book selling and ' publish-
ing. The principles of textual
cnttmm} demand that the

Different materi-

3

scholar ~must return to thz
original or early manuscripts,
however, many printed texts
may eXist, -

Archive is: the third group
of manuscripts. The word is

" derived from the Greek “ar.

cheion” meaning that winch
belongls to an office. The Ox-

ford English chtmnary s aeft-
nition of archive is  trouble -

sonte , because of its double

o meanmg According to -this:

dehnition archive means hoth
a place and a document at the
same time, The defimmion of
the word varies from place .to
Place and time to time. T. B,
Schellenberg, the American
archivist defined archives as
“lhese record of any public
Or private irstitution which
are judged worthy of perma-
ent preservaiion for refer
ence and research purposes

and which have been deposit- _

ed or have Leen selected for
deposit ‘n an archival institu-
tion.” This definitian clearly

states the natlure and purpose

of archive, Records deliberate-

Iy created and preserved by
an office, an agency or an or
ganisation for reference and
research are its archives.

All ‘these types. of mmanus-
. Lripts are found ig a Variety

of different types of institu-

tiom, including libraries. It is
saxd that there are 20,000 ma- |

nuscripts in  the Manuscript

Section of the Dhaka Umver-

sity Labrary. No-official figure
is yet published by the autho-
rity. Dr. A. B. M. Habibullah,
formerly Chairman, Umiversity
Grants Cmnnnssmn ccimpiled

‘1 two [J.'I."Il'ltt.d catalogues of Per
.slan Urdu and Arabtic manus-

cripts only. Herc the number
of manuscripts is 526, Dr. Ah-
med Sharif, formerly Dean of

the Faculty of Arts,

cept these two thHere is To
other printed reccid of the
manuscripts of the hbrary.
What are the enemies of
nianuscripts ? They are time,
fre- water, Light, heat, dust,
hmlmt}', atmuspherlc gases,
unsﬂ vermin, “acts of god”

) -_ - ——— = —_—— =

Univer- _
' Sity of Dhaka, edited a book
- ' where we ﬁnd references of
56 manuscripts {P‘uuns) Ex- .

- and, last but not ine least, hu- :

nan beings. All these have

~ deleterious effects on nanus-

~ First of all dust must be re- -

cripts and unless timely stéps-

are taken to neuiralisc these
effects, the manuscripts are

destined to perish. Most of .

these factors present more
acate problems in a tropical
country hke Bangladesh.

moved from the manuscripts.

---In.absence of any mechanical .
mstrumem
usmg ﬂrdmary cotteri duster

employees are

Which is not absolutely effec-

. tive in removing dust from

"hght er diffuse it.

- manuscripts, Cleaning with o

dustcr takes much time - aad
labour and manuscripts may
sustain damage due to fric
tion. Vacuum cleaners have
been uséd in many libraries
with good result. University

authority should immediately -

burchase vacuum cleaners for
cleaning the manuscripts,

So far as light is concern-
ed, ideal condrhons for ma-
nuscripts should be pruv:df:d
with completely wincowless
room lighted by low fowered
bulbs ﬂl‘ﬂj’ when necessary.
pldm glass does not cut off the

injurious rays of light, there- |

fore, care must be taken that
direct sunlight even {hrough

the glass panes does not fall

on the records. The windows
may be draped with leavy
curtains which: will cut  off
Yeilow
in keeping out

panes heip

some of the injurious rays
Manuscr:pts may also bhe kept

in closed container, * -

Excessive heat haz the ef-"

fect of making the paper and

other material britile. Due to .

excessive heat palm leaf ma-
nuscripts become  exiremely
brittle. In the manuscript
room the temperature should
be between T0F and $0F and

- the humidity should be.50 per

cend, during twenty-four hours
of the day all the vear round.
In Bangladesh such optimum
conditions cannot be met nor-
mally. Therefore, nanuscript
room must be air-conditioned.
It i3 a necessity not a huxury,
Alr-cunmtmmng will also help
in nt,utrahsmg tiie effects of

atmospheric gases znd keep-

- Ing out dust. At present there

are some air-coolers which are

- used tnly- for- some- Yours of

the day. They should jmmedi-
ately pe substituted by zir-con-
ditiorers, which should be
used 24 hours all the year
round.

Manuscripts are eaten up by
wsects. It is painful vhat due
to lack of proper care many
important and rare manus-

cripts are being destroyed by

insects, As to moulds znd in-
sects the nnly safe ana effec-

- tive way is fumightion. It will
i not cause any-ddmage to palm
leaf manuscripts. Vacuum fu- _
migation will kill ihe insects

as well as their 'larvae in a
very short {ime, Thymeol fumi-

gation is sn mmmediate and
effective measure against mild
dew whicl may crop up in
moist and warm weather. In
order to keep tke stacks free

.. from "mfestation certain dcfi-

nite measures can be tiaken,
In the first place the whole
place should ke fum:gated and
cleaned. Aflrer that it should
be ensured that no harmful

" matenal comes into it. As 3

safety measure all new acces-
sions should be fumigaied be-
fore sending into stack of the
library,

There are also other fami
gant namely hydrocyanic acid
gas, ethylyine oxidi-carbon
dioxide etc.*They also kaill ine
sects within 24 hours and

leave no detrimental effects on -

paper.

Some repellents should al-
ways be kept on the shelves
like pyrethnum, .sodium fluo-

rides, soda and starch mix-

ture or hepthaline bricks or
bails. It shouid be remember-
€d that some repellents are al-
s0 toxic to human beings and
necessaryv  precautions should
be taken when employing-
them.

The next stage in preserv-
ation is to consider the physi-
cal damage already sustained.
If the manuscript is stained, it
has to be cleaned, if torn- 1t

has to be repaired, if weaken- )

ed, it must be mmfurced and
:ﬁnaﬂy 1f loose m:anuscnpts
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