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A sire qua non of nalional
development is educativn. = The

prosperity of a nation  largely
dzpends upnn the tvpe of edu-
«ation extended in is {earners.
Compuigory primary _education
is rightiy regarded as an urgent -
nocessity i ibliteracy is 10 be
eradicated from B:-nglac;lesh
But mplementing such a
scheme will he 2 gigantic un<:
.dertaking in & DOOT . country

venty-five per
pulatien “is still illiterate. Nee
vertheless, a start has to be
made within the limits of . out
reshurces. Bold and speedy 'ac-
tion is. required,- becatise, "/ Un-

ter in oudr N

First: Five-

. cluded - all . sectors
like turs wher: more than 8€- . ticnal = ec

cent of the DO+  act
{ors
was Tnarked as a :disﬁnct phase.
Under this sector ‘primary edu-
cation formed an. issue for pro-
per plaoning and develapment.

- Tha First Five-Year Plar'?. in=
of na-
inter+

ecopumy and

education and MmALDLWED:

Yoar Plan (1973-18)- E
appeared .as a product ¢f the,
‘Planping Commission of the mes
- Governmert . of the
Repullic of Bangladesh in No-- following points in view: .
verabér. 1973 with the message ent will ,gu‘
of starting the works of ali sec-
tors. of national etonoiny in a
" planned manner. - |

People’s” Planning

, "I*he percentage

and  among these "FCCe '

Iivéessary..deiay may deféat the.

noble ohjective of our FOVErns
ment ‘ot introducing universal
coropulsory  primary . education
‘as early as qussible. '

. A Review of the Past: ﬂn_fag;

. -

And this arficle will present an,
account of - the progress thad

~ primary.

duris
witho

the progress of primary educa-- .
4on during ihe

" education achieved
¢ the plan period, becausz
it & clear coroprenension of

plan - pe-

- gessment of the present situas

tion indicates that t]?e :'r]tt’ﬂlq* riod
ment of the geal of universal - jmpogsitle to say anytang as

primary education has' Teceacti yauards .
wl-th 'ﬂiﬂ' IEPSE t}f.tlfﬁe HndBHﬂ! 'VEISHI primaw Educatim during |

f will be well ‘nigh

the prospacts for.uni-

E gladesh today has one of th3' the Two-Year Plan (1978-80).

! highest rates of illiteracy T,
" the world-. During the period
1951-70 the percentage of cinle-
ren attending pr.mary schocls
jinéreaged from 33 to 50. shows-

i ing an increase of 17 per cent
over a period of 20 years.—il
~Five-Year Plan

the Fourth
(1970-75' of - Pakisten

~ ‘gtrongly , meniioned that ‘“the-

_ton inadequate. either 10 pro-
vide facilitles for urjversal pri-
. Tary ., education ‘or to ensq:'éﬂ

IEEtting literacy, In order to pro-
vide for universal primary edu-
“cation upto class V by 1980 ihe
. Fourth Plan programme wiil be
set to accelerate the growth by
| ]_.EII'E'E expansion and qualitabive
' improvement”.

B . First Five-Year Plan (1973-
| 85 The first two “vears of

Bangladesh werz spent to’placs
I 325 ‘timn_gﬂ in their original pla-
g "??us’-lra*e 2 new chap-

was °

base of .primary education. 13

-

The Fitst F.ve-Year Plan

sought to put togather a colrea
rent and feasible™ PregTanIye

for educat’cn in,-otder to gear

it to the national fhanpower Iés
quiréments 'without undermin=
ing the fundamental aifn of eau-

cation -which is humanisation o}
the- suciety. The. progcamnms
primarily enpvisaged to meke up
to the maximum extent passis

bl the lpss suffered hy 1he edus-

cational institutions during the

war of liberation, 1o arrest de-~. -

terioration iri the glelity of edl-
cation .and relieve thed pressure
of admissich on the existing

educafional - institutions.
strategy:
and non:formal systems in orde?
to produce adequately .skilled
manpower to ezt the develop:
mental needs of the couritry. JT‘EB
plan, however, left- sufficient

.ﬂej-:i‘qililyl 1o accommodate fu-
ture " policy ~ recommendationg

The -
covered both formal
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Hﬁﬂ]lil]:r Eistory.' The of the National Commission of
ducation,
In formulsling the programs«

for primary education the
Commissin:. kept the

* The" tolal entolm

up by about 26.0 lakh from
a base of 60.0 lakh to 6394 E

I:Ikh- i . i '
‘of ‘pr.mary i
age-group students attending
achools will increase from 58

- per’ cent to 13 per cent in

978, - i

« § pety per cent of the boys

of primary ags-group w+ill be
given arcess 10 primary edus
cation during the plan pe

* ricd, compared to 76 per,cert

now attendenting the schools,

‘s Participation of girs will be.
. accelerated. At nresent 4C paT

cent of the girls of primary
age-group  attend schools ;
this will be raised to 85 per’
cent duripg the Flan. This

will lead to an increase in

 the actual enrolment of giria

in the system by 11.8 .lakik }
compared to 141 lzkh for
beys, * |

¢ The cursiculum 2t the. prims

ary level will be revised' ta
" make it.more relevant to real
ife obtaining ir the coun-

+ Texthooks and i ns;tz'uctin-naii

materials will be supplied to

- 511 children free of cost nr,!

. at ‘subsidised rates. .

* Drop.cut rate will e redd-
ced from 63 per.cent by un-#
dertaking supplementary and,
non-formal measires such as
well-designed Efiuuatibnall

. programmes = through radio,

and. {elevision.

* Fducated houséwives will be,
encouraged to teach in: print’
ary schools. :

¢ Dnuble shift will be intro-
duced in 5070  yprimary
schocls, for which the exists’
ing facilities will be expan-
ded and developed,

* The programmes of fhy 154301




