nary

21v by i
. Was in vogue till

- VIII of.1974 .took over all

i in 1947,
control of
m rural
arcas was vested in the District
School Board, created under
the provis.on of the Bengal
(Rural) Primary Education Act
1930, the Bengal (Rural) Pri-
vy Education * {(Amendment
Act), 1943, In the urban areas
the muunicipalities were res.
ponsible for. the administration
of Pnmary Education. East
Bengal which became a pro-
vince of Pzkistan inherited this
system -of management and
control ‘of primary education
by local bodies. A change in
the systum was, effected for
the first time by the Bengal
{(Rural) Primiary Education
(East Bengal Amendment) Act,
1951, whickh provided for the
taking over of the administra.
tion of pnmary education by

the provincial government in -

phases from the hands of :the
District  School Boards and

. Local Boards (in case of Sylhet
which* was amalgamated with .
Bengal at the time of

East

partition of British India). This
systetn of management and

control of primary education

. Hural areas
District School Board
provincial

partly by
and part.
government

year 1957, the erstwhile East
Pakistan (Rural) Frimary Edu.
cation (Suprplementary Provi.
sions} Act, 1857 and in the year

© 1988, the Sylhet Rural Primary

Education (Supplementary Pro-

visions) Act, 1958 were enacted

to provide for direct administ.
ration of primary education in
the rural areas by Provincial

Government. These Acts abo.
- lished * the _
Boards and Local Boards and

District School
vested the power of the District
School Boards in the District
Magistrates and the power of

- . the 1Lgzal Boards in the Deputy

Commissioner of Sylhet, This

system continued till 1974 in-

which yvear the Government of
Bangladesh by an Act: Act No.
I~
mary schools under public
management in both rural and
urban areas to administer the
affairs of those schools in such
marnel’ as it might deem fit.

-In the first part of this
paper, the main provisions of
tne  successive Acts ‘will be

" stated so as to indicate the

changes that were brought
about in the system of manage
ment and .control of primary
education fiom time to time. In

.second "part; the rationale

- for the changes in the system
" B¢ Are’ _
. ports of various

evident from the_ re
commitiecs
and commissions, will be narrat-

- ed. Finally, conclusions will be

_@drawn.. i th Bi
tution of the Distric
| Sm%mrd. The Bengal (Ru- .

Primary Education Act,
I:éh provided for the establish
ment of a District
Board in each district compris-

ing: (a) ex-officio members, ast

the District Magistrate the Sudb

Djvisiona! Magistrate, the Dis-

gement
i

rrimary school teachers.

*would " also elect cne of ite
1957. Intthe

-
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trict Inspector of Schools, the

Chairman of the Local Board,
the Chairman and the Vice-
Chairman, of the' District Board
(b) a minimim’ of two mem.
bers to 'be elecred by the meme
bers of the District Board, {(c)
a minimum of thres members

to be elected by the members

of the Union Boards, Union
Committees and Pinchyats, (d,
& minimum of two members to
be appointed by the government
{¢) two niembers belorging to
the Scheduled - C

_ attes to De
appointed by the government:

() one teacher of az prim

school te be appointed by Etlllg
government for the first term
of four vears after the estab..

lishment o¢f the & '
o e Hoard ﬁnhi

ter to be elected by
President and Vice President

of the Board, The Aci provided -

for a President :ind V.ce-Prest.
dent of the Board. Until the
expiration of first two terms
of four vears each aftér the

establishment of the Board, the -

ident would be an appoin-
ted membzr of ithe Board and
thereatter he wionld be an elect
¢d member of the Board. The
District Magistrate was the Pre.
sident of the Board during the
first two terms. The Board

members as Vice-Fres'dent. .
Fowers aud functions of Pre.
sident and Vice President.

The executive authority of the
Board were vested in the Fresi. %

dent, He was
for carrving into effects
ders of the Board. The Vice.
Presiden: woald porform such

functions ot the President as -

were delegated to him by the
President. When -the office of
the President was vacant, the
Vice-President would exercise
the function of the Pyusident
until 2 new  Presidant

appointed. was
Respomililities of -the Board.
The resrorsibilitics of the

Board in:uded:  {a) prepara.
tion and maintenance ‘af a
register showing all primary
schools within' the district, to.-
gether with the teachers thers:
of and their qualifications and
the accomn odation available
therein; {Hy tabulation of such

ther irformation and prepa--
raticn of such plans or maps -
- as might be necessay to en-

able the Board to frame an
estimate of the existing orovi.
sion for primary education and
of the further provision neces.

- 3ary tv place primary education

within the reach of all children
{c) prrparatioa of schemes for

.. the extension «of +» primary. edu.

“eation xR thé¥itea wynder

the authﬂl'-it}'ti.';pf +eact jion
“d i e Commitieggeor

Panchayat, .Y ¢1) “adrrange

t
fur the opening of :zl.ds.fl‘ﬁt,ril;llfm_!F
primary schools ind the: ks

pansion of existing phi

schools; (e) - mantenance m

primary schoois under ﬁﬁ'.?_ublic
management n the district;
(fy construction, repair- and
management . of all  primarv
«chools tnder public: manage.

L) J' L] . .
ment in the flstnt_:'t, Ag) ap-

1
+

-pition therefrom, .
_of grants for scholarships and

*lchnuls. =

4+

"budget a5 firépa

" as the

intment, ~fixation and pavs
gel:t of the salaries of tea.
chers in the primary schools.
(h) Granting of cecognition to
schools or withdrawal of recog-

stipends for primary schools
(iy consideration and passing
of orders on all applications

- for grants to primary schools

under private management;
{k) opreparation and trans-
mission to the Director of Pub.
lic lnstruction proposals for

the supply of trained and cer-.
(1) advice.

tificatea teachers; _
upon all matrers relati

fo
primary education pafe

10

the Board by the Director of

Pullic  Instruction:
grant pensions
to the establishment
PBoard and tezchers of primary
schools; (nmy ‘o form and
manage a provident or annuity
fund for the establishment of
the Board and teachers in Pri.
mary schools; (o) to compel
contributions to such fund from

(m) to

- the establishment of the Board

and teach

ers in rmary
schools; (p) te supplement the
contridutions

to such fund of
the establishment of the Board
and teacnels ~in primary

Conirol of the Gm'ﬂ_'nmmt.
Through vanous provisions of
the Act Government
-coptrol over the Board: (a) the
Government could remove the

. €si- ¥ -President: ~ Vice-President and
responsible

sll or. :

the Board; (b, the
Government could !
a Board. (c) the Government
could have a .duty done by a
defaulting Board within a spea
fied period (d) The Commis-
stoner cowud suspend the execu-
tion of any resolution or or-
der of a Board situated within
his jurisdiction and prohibit
the doing or completion of any

act i in his opinion the resolu-

tion, order or act was in ex.
cess of the powers conferred by
law: (e) the Board was requir
ed to_ submit-io;. the Directo?

of Public Instruclions such re. -

POTls  aseweréi prescribed by
him, (fy ‘the’Government was
cmpowered ;510 approve the

Irépared and submtg
ted by the':Board, or approve
of it after such<alterations as
it might think Ft or cause the

dgﬁt te be returned to the

ar
Government might think
necessary, (g) the accoynts of
the Board were required-to be
audited once in every year by
such auditor 'as might be ap
pointed by the Government;
g:l} lhfe Government could maka

€s _Ior carrving out the -
poses of the Act, Pr

Primary Schools (Taking
Over) Act 1974: The Act em-
powered - the Government to
take over bv notification in
the official gaZette any primary
school on such date as might

- be specificd in the notification.

The orimary school (thus
taken over, and all its assetg
and property, including lands
buildings and funds and. ali
other rights and interests in,

(i) maKing ..

‘and gratuities

of the .

retained

supersede .

for -cuch modifications °

¢scontrol of primary education

191482

ot

i —

" 'i-.l"'r
‘I

or arising out of such prdperts' :

and all records .und other do-
cuments of whatever nature res
lating ithereto  would stand
transferred 10, and vested in
mil PO‘E’E:hnmﬂﬂli th

- teachers o e prnmary
schools would become em-
plovees of the Gevernment and
would hold their service under
the Government on: such terms
and conditions as the Covern.
ment might determne,

Al Committees or authorities
managing and admi

the aflairs of the primary
schools would cease to function

After a primary school was
taken over, the Govermment

- woih menag» and administer

the aifairs ot that sciwoo! in
such manner as it might deem

it |

ong On the basis of
the facts presentad the follow-
ing conclusions on the evolu.
tion of {he managemnent and

control of. primary eduocation |

in Bangladesh may be drawn: -

One, the history of:evolution
of the mmlagemenﬂfand COnN.
trol of primary education in
Bangladesh is the history of
gradual reduction of authority
of the Local Bodies responsible
for the administration of pri-

Inary education and ultimjate
take-over of

central authority,

the first phase of thig
process ol reduction commen.
cing mn 1951 ended with the
abolition of District Schooi
Boards in 1957 and Local
Borrds in 1953. vesting  al:
powers of the District Schoo)
Buardg and Local Boards to
gte Dmé fct
Jeplty Cor.misiion r respec.
ivelv. With the abclition

O D i.s tur i t
Boards #and l‘.ncLlc Fehoal

trol of primary education in
rural areas was shifted to the
provincis]l government bug  the
system ratained its local charac
ter. The administrative tasks
continued to be performed at
the district headquarters by
the District Administration.
Three, The second phase of the

process of reduction concluded,

with tha passin&l:f the Prl.
marv Schools Taking Over Ace

of 1974 emaggwcring the govern
ment to take over any primary
school of Bangladesh in both
rural and urban areas with
all their assets and ljabilitier
and with the - declaration thay

the teachers ¢f wrimary schools
thus tak:n over would he gov.

‘ernment employees. With this,

also ended the local control of
primary ecioation in Bangla.
iﬁsh& vesiing da!l powers of
WharSneTt and contied in

Contrag authf..\ﬂ':.r. the

Four, the District  School
Board which was predominant-
lv responsivie for th: manage
ment and control  of primary
education during the dgcade
since 1947 ‘“was a represc Litive
bodv  consisting .of- ex-cificio
members, appointed =ogibers
and elected meratxrs.  The
Governmert too ‘elained ade.,

(Continoed on page &) ._/E i

s m, on pag
Yquate «control ci\ur ifs activitieg

in variot s wzys, a;, through its ; se
o¥ supersession, audit,!, -

annual, budgst, “supervision ‘of

schools by. :the iaspectorats’

- power

inistering

controj by the

Magistrates and

Boards “the -
- power of management and con

and abcve allllthrough its rule

making power..
. Five, the™lucal

bodies in

ge of the management and

eneral and the D

r 4

;‘.lmcial views
bodies res.
Mman:

X, the ad
Against the ‘E?ﬁ

ponsible: for the

= —

ient manage.
ment and coptro

in "
bistrict School -
£ In_particular recejved J
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