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- NFORMATION Jis truly  the

life blood off society. It
It fealy brings about ¢

in pur ways of ing and
‘livigg. Mapy  different types
L of Lliﬁﬂ:«rzr.r:t:=.-.1rii;'.tn "peckers use it
in their problemy solving and

gainful decision | making. It

! - also plays an important role in

the ‘general educgtion of every-
one, All of thgse

to [human development and

. improvement of fthe quality of

The human
an era char-

\ life- a8 1 whnlg
society is entering

acterized by soficlogists as the,
the outcome

information age, | :
of iwhich is ~ information
society. ‘Therefpre, the ques
hich inva'ves
the disseminatign of informa-
tion dre the esgential parts ol
and services
sly, reliable
inforciation

that . provide .

contributine Vitplly to develcp
nt. All . cpuntrien should
mbbilize adequite support for
the establishmént,  develop-
ment, management and proper
fubictioning of {such  sysiems
and services cooperative
hasts. . ' )
n ap jnterngtional informe-
arg invoive
fqrmation and
agd to s datn
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of the user of the system. Thu

yase and it dell

has previously|been given tC

if as input and it works well

when given a bubset {rom tho

fotal mass of jnformation that
i$ within the Jsystem. It de
the selec
on criteria gut to it by the
“user. The ystem  delivers
televant infoymation applying

different parajneters, such as

| sadiect geographic source and
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eular subject] somebody can
sxpect {rom jhe system  the

mformation that dezals with g

particular couptry or & nart- -
of the warld.

¢dne can ask |Jan information

} #ystam 1o giv4 information that

riginatly. cothes from particy
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institutions oné can- also go
to the information system and
demand information that Aay
ctatistics within'it. The ans-.
wer of all these questions from
different angles can' easily be
provided as per needs of the
user if a nation organizes it
own nhational informhation cen
fres and seek cooperation -of
decentralized global  inform?
tion systems., . .
Developed countries are fully
aware how useful information
is: they allocate® resources so
that it can be -processed effici-
ently,- and exported and im-
ported. This brings financial
ailtural and even political, ad-
But in the develep
ing countries, this consciois-
ness . is still very weak and
consequently, the collection f»
the manage-
ment of information 1s also
weak. If this defficiency is t¢

be corrected, the deweloping -

countries who ars those os!

in need -of .information, mus! .

grianize their scctoral services
inty integral systems that wil}
act as point of contact’ with
the international systems. Such
consciousness and effective ste
towards sharing beneflt glob
anformation systems will ¢on
tribute more ta achigving
goals of dﬂ?ﬁlﬁpmi societien, o
bridging the gap, between east
and west and 1o mzking ‘this
world a better place 1o llve
.y | .
Most nations have limite¢
capabilities  and resources, both
human and financial to devoie
to the production and acquisi
tion of tota} gamut of scientifie
technical, and social informa
tion, Many countries produce -
large 'volumes of literature on
different .subjects, but the facs
remains thaf x couniry's -deve-
lopment depends on its appl
cation of kngwliulge. rather
thas in the sereration of new
knowledge. The  kuowledpr
and infomnation "are readily
availabla somewliere in the
world, and they must be made
accessible to all kinds of users

‘and means for communication

and transfer must- be estab

Tsked. In  fact, #n Ioany

couptries it id -the gap-in infor
metion aoocssibility and tigns
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fer. and therefore of use

which must be bridged only

when - cooperation exists amo
.o numoer of countries. &an
institutions . |

A worldwide role is played

by the " international jnforma-

tion systems in the ficld of in
formation. that is needed for
policymaking and for decisiot
making as applied to science
technology economic and social
development.
“have been organized on diffe
rent subiects by the sepecialis;
ed apencies within the United
Nations family with a noble

cojective to. reduce the infor .

mation gap between developed
and developing cuuntries,
Internatio information
svstems are undoubtedly the
best result of inter-governmen-
tal cooperation Wwhich can be
illustrated as  [nternational
Nuclear Information System
ANIS) ,a woridwide inforyna
tion system for nuclear science
operated by the International
tomie Epergy Agency .in ccl
aporation with its  -member
states, INIS produces ATOQ
MINDEX with abstracts and
index to title, author subject
-and ‘cgumpg ?g origin. _Inter
natignal = Infermalign System
far the Agricultural Science
and Technolagy (AGRIS) is
caordinated by tha Food and
Agricultural Qrganization. The
member . states of FAQ partici
- pate in this AGRIS and it pro-
vides references to documents
dealine with agricultural deve
looment. The AGRINDEX is
i#s  publifhed vibliography
with index to title, author sub-
ject and country of urigin.
Jevelopment DSeience Informa
fion, | System (DEVSIS) for
l social sciences ig operaied by
the Inteynationa) Development
.Researeh Centre. in coliabora-
tion with participating coun-
tries, and this system produ-
ces DEVINDEX with abstracts
and . fondex ‘to-author, suoject
titlé” -and  country of origin.
dhe Internatiomgl . Referral
-System on  Information for
- Technical Cooperation Amwon
Developing  Couniries. (ECDC
INRES) coliects and dissemina-
tes information on the techni
cal retonress

ey me .
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tions in these countries

can
exchange with each - other.
United Nations Development

Programme operates this s$¥se
tem and it provides an institu-;
tional directory. Recently the
United Nations Edonomic and
Social Council called for the
establishment of an Internatr |
Population Information
Network - (POPIN) as a decenr

tratised network of libraries |
documentation centres, informa
tion system and clearing hou
ses for the purpose of IMpro .
ving the flow of pagulatmn in-
formation among ‘the network |
members. United:  Nations
Fund for Population Activities:
coordinates this system and}
POPINDEX will be its produc
ed hi“nliugrakphy containing
information of documents O
population- of  participating
countries. ‘The World -Intellec
tual Poperty  Organizatiod
(WIPQ) is a UN special organi-|
zation Which protects inteltec-
tual poperty throughow:  they
world through . cooperation;
among Staies, and emphasizes,
transfer ef: technology nclu- |
dinp knowhow related to indus-:
trial poperty, and oo -iMpIo

ving access‘to the technological

information contained in thej
world’s patent documents. In-?
ternational . Fatent Documenta-

tion Centre (INPADOQC) has

entered into various agreements

of cooperation \with mnational

patent offices and other organi

2ations, - The Republic ‘of Aus

tria agreed to found and finance

and thes WIPQ undertogk to

support fully the dentre. All ]
these INTS, - AGRIS -DEVSIST
POPIN etc, have shown that)
cooperative and decentrallzed!
information  svstems -can be
successful ; that each type:of
organization allows the parti
cipating countriés in each sy_&]
tem to have an equal share

in the - formulation- of Wiicy‘

and in system  ianageroent.
Each member counfry is res
ponsible for the input of- docy-
ment references for the materi—_i.
als puoblished within its- bor
ders. One input, the inform:
tion Is then avdilable to ol
others, and each country may.
draw from the system What it

nevded by Nty own ugecs.
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