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Law for n

ity

The slogan ﬁ;"chz{caﬁm Jor all citizens in the country”, but what sort of education is being imparted to the
persons with disability of our country? There is neither required educational appliances nor proper provisions

and instructors for the education of

the handicapped in the general institutions and training centres.

ing law or rule for persons

disability?
Section 15 of the Constitution
of Bangladesh, the State is to
ensure the basic rights of the
people — food, cloth, shelter,
education, healthcare, among
others. But are all the persons
with disability enjﬂy'lnﬁ those
basic rights? If we can {ind out
the reason why are they being
deprived, then we would get the
immplied reply. The said Section
contains the rights or advan-
tages for the poverty-stricken
people of -having government
assistance like rest, recreation,

UESTION may arise, why
Qis the necessity of enact-
wi

 social security. Section 17 con-

tains right to provisions for

. public oriented education for
- all. 1t also contains compulsory

and free education for all. Sec-
tions 20 and 21 contain direc-
tions for ensuring employment
for all — direction fer abolition
of discrimination. There exists
direction . for creating
favourable atmosphere for the:
undeveloped section in society.
But the persons with disability
are not ﬁn{gylng those rights.
uld be specific law for
them since no suitable envi-
ronmental and required ar-
rangement as such exist now.
he 22 ideal principles for
establishing equal rights and
full participation of persons
at the
48th session of the UN General
Assembly are: -
1. The State will take neces-
sary measures for creating pub-
lic awareness about persons

with disability.

2. The State will ensure med-

. ical-care for persons with dis-

abiiity. _
3. The State will ensure re-

habilitation of the persons with

« fiities for the

disability.

4. The State will ensure suit-
able provision for enabling the
handicapped to be self-reliant.

5. The State will ensure ac-
cessibility of the handicapped
to every sphere of life. .

6. The State will ensure inte-
gration of the handicapped and

- proper environment for prose-

cution of their education in ev-
ery genieral school. .

7. The State will ensure cre-
ation of employment opportu-
andicapped In
every fleld. = .

8. The State will ensure 50-

dcial safety including protection

r

of property of the handicapped.
" 9/"The State .will ensure
undisturbed self-respect for the

handicapped in the [amily-life,
.

According to

functions. ™

" 10. The State will create draft law containing basic need

pation .o _
cultural activities.

11. The State will ensure
equal participation in the
games and cultural.functions

equal op
the handicapped in

rtunities for partici--

with ail others by the handi- .

. 12. The State will ensure

participation _of the handi-

capped In Vvarious religious
" sl

*  13.‘The State il ensure

publicity of all reSearchés and

information on persons with ,

disdbility -amongst _.general
public. . - ¢ ,
14. Thie State will-bear the

responsibility of planning and -

laying down the principles on
the subject of persons with dis-
ability and ensure proper im-
plementation of those. . ., .

15. The State will frame laws
for equal participation of the

handicapped in national activi-

ties. .

16. The State will ensure fi-
nancial help assistance:if the
handlcapped desire-to partici-
pate in national activities.

17. The State will ensure

~ formation of national organi-

sations or society for coordina-
tion of the activities concerning
disability. :

18. The State will ensure

government assistance and
congenial atmosphere for
working locally or regionally
by the organisations for handi-

- capped

19, fI‘he State will ensure ar- .

rangement . of
wide/comprehensive training
for the handicapped.

20. The State will form Na-
tional Inspection and Evalua-
tion Team for looking after
proper implementation of the

Elans and programmes for the

andicapped.

21. The State will ensure re-
quired technical and financial
assistance .for the handicapped
(for passing their days) in de-
veloping countries, and

22. The State will ensure
overall equal participation by
the handicapped in interna-
tional activities. ‘

Although the above men-
tioned principles are approved
and accepted internationally,
yet the handicapped are being
neglected and deprived of these’
rights.

A National Forum of Organ-
isations has been formed with
the organisations working for

the disabled on the basis of

mutual understanding and co-
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- schools for the

for the handicapped with the
initiative of the Forum was
prepared and submitted to the
government: The national pol-
icy was duly approved by the
Cabinet in the month of De-
cember, 1995. But yet there is no
activities on these policies. Ma-
ority of . the people

angladesh even do not know
about this. The law is a govern-
ment approved rule where there

is provision for punishment in

case of violatlon: There is no
specific provision for protec-
tion of basic rights of the hand-
icap thereot in the Constitu-
tion of Bangladesh. '

" The ' cheapest but prime
means for-improvement of hu-
man resource is education
whereas no required and eflec-
tive step exists for education of
the persons with disability.

- The slogan is "Education for
all citizens in the country
what sort of education is bein
imparted to the persons wit
disability of our country?

There is neither required educa-

tional appliances nor proper
provisions and instructors for
the .education of the handi-

capped in the general institu- .

tions and training centres. -

Bangladesh
runs only a few educational in-
stitutions for the handicapped
and these too are not runmning
properly. There are 64 inte-

grated institutions -for the

sight-impaired /retarded, 11 in-

stitutions for the deaf and dumb
and only one ' institution for
the mentally retarded being run

- by the government. There is no

provision for the mentally re-
tarded students' admission to
the general schools. Eleven
blind in the
northern zone of the country
have been closed due to absence

of teaching materials and

paucity of fund. It has become

an unction about the future ed-
ucation in more than 15
schools for the blind. There is
no financial grant for running
the programme for the last ten

years. Proper education and

sympathetic attitude towards

- the retarded will be conducive
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in establishing their equal sta-
tus and rights in the society.

That is why, it calls for public

awareness and mass initiative,
required for a social movement.

-1If we look at the interna-
tional arena., it is found that ex-
cepting Bangladesh and Cam-

bodia, there are law for the per-

sons with disability in every
country. In Bangladesh, {rom

of

°, but

government .

~ the cause of persons with dis-

the perspective of sufferings of -
the persons with disability, it is
very urgent and essential to
frame law for the persons with
disability. A day-long . work-
shop was held for detailed dis-
cussion on the law drafted by
NFOWD on 28th- November |,
1996. Efforts were being made
to get this draft approved.

- Copies of this draft were sent to .
" i the Leader of the House, Leader
- of the Opp

osition, -Ministers,
Members of the National Par-
llament and respective Min-

|

1

istries, By this time, Ministry

of Social Welfare, after exami-

nation of the subject, has for-

‘warded the same to the Min-

istry of Law, Hon'ble Prime
Minister stated in the South
Asian Conference on Commu-
nity Based Rehabilitation (CBR)
of persons with disability in the
mainstream, held on 3rd De-
cember, 1997 that this draft
would be passed as law in the
parliament on the occasion of
observance of 3rd December,

the International Day of the

-Pisabled.

Discussion took place with
the Minister of Law about this
matter. It is, no doubt, true that
a law will be passed with the
rightful need of the time. But
publicity is reguired for this.
Co-ordination is required
among the law-makers, law
enforcing agency and imple-
mentation group. Mass aware-
ness is necessary, otherwise,
law may come into force, but

"due to ignorance, that may not

be obeyed or followed. The per-
sons with disability too will
remain far away from the
purview of the enacted law.

So. before approval of the

law, a seminar or workshop

may be held with the participa-
tion of the people concerned for
their further involvement. In
this connection NFOWD rolled
a. day long workshop on 4th

- July 1998 with the active partic-
- ipation of member of the par-

liamen{, journalists, doctors,
social and human rights ac-
tivists and govermment high of-
ficials. We hope that the law
will be enacted by the parlia-
ment and everybody will come
forward with commitment to

ability. _
The writer is secretary gen-

eral, Society for the Care and
Education of the Mentally Re-
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