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_I_;‘_Z)l?.di to the partition of was vet to come. - Before we of performing its reﬂular rune.
ndy,

) the staff it has is not equal |-
librarv . movement get to that vart of the story,

i : : _ tions now being burdened with to its task The Parker report |
1 Was unhdard of in what is now it oueht to be mentioned that the functions of the Parishad mentiogned earljer makes It clear
-Batintadagh ince 1347 vpro. the 1874 Education Commission can vperto

- 1 cducatio ] rlrn neither functions that the present Directorate of (
j|made and by the éndYecommended that ~tlie  CPL- be satisfactorily.” For all practical Archives and Iibraries should
-5 _Scveral institutions converted into . the nationnl purpeses, public library service be made responsibie only for
had mz af sigmificant  impacts librarv and, of course, pothing In the couniry has been up. archives. The need of the hour in

and a ba ‘s for library develop- happened. In January 1981 the rooted with its  fountainhead

_ ) _ giving the National library jts . -

|| ment a} laid. - Today all of Parker Report (J.&. - Parker, disrupted. It is indeed a sad due status. : -,

] these age  about to dissipate UNESCO experty stated that it episode in the history of libra.  While the present National :; -
through nbslect, lack of aware. will be impossible to ovromote rianship in Basgladash. Library situation is alarming,
ness of khe value and useful.- the development of public libra-  Mentlon  has been made of one would find the “National }.
ness of fibrarics and inaction rles without an organisational the fact that the CPL was con. . Sclénce Library* situation shoe

- ﬂrt lllmptr_tJr action by the structure ang that the CPL can ceived as the pationa: library. cking., The Annuaj Report of
authoritie}, '

be the focus and the, nucleus The Educatjon Commisslon of the Scjepce and Technology

In wrifhg this tale of woes of it. It pointed out that the 1974 also recommended the Division of ithe President®s |. -
?ft librfa ' and librariang, the abpointment of a Direcior of CPL to be the National Librarv. Secretariat for the vear, 1983.83 § |
ate of - .-

1e Centri]l Public what was to be the Bangladesh Of course, these did not mate- states  that it is designed to
Library (CPLy _ has to be Library Service was the single rialise. There is & - National meet existine  requirement of
mentioned| first. The CPL was most and  urgent step. Of Library - under the Directorate science books and  perjodicals
visioned Rroughout by all con. course, Parker was crystal of Archives and Libraries within required by tist

$. resear.
cerned asljthe o ler tibrery clear in stating that the Direc. the Cultural Affairs I, ivision of cherg and technolopists and that |
1 of the l ntry. he te. tor be fully qualificd, acade. the Ministry of Education but 1t has acquired 3.10% text gnd | -
tion has fhowever, been ied micajly, professionally and without a Librarian,, The Na. referenice books on all branches ;"
again and)| again both  before -through experience. This was tionaj Library of g Sountry s -of sclence and technoloey ﬁndu-tj__
and after]| Bangiadesh. In the not to be. When the present a principal and most prestigi. ding agriculture and medicine. '
fiftles, thell Kev  Revort- (after government came 1o power it ous institution chamged with For country like Bangladesh |
L.C Hev from Australian Nati. decided to abolish the Bangla. tremendous responsibiflty. To. where every effort has to be -}
onal Libr§ivy put the CPL on desh Parishad and tq haye the ‘dav a country cannot be consi. ™ade to €COnomise, uneces.
the ‘map @nd was proposed -as CPL  take. over its resources. dered clviitized without a befit. sary duplication of agriculture
the naiiogh l-cum-public lLibrary. It .became g creation which s ting pational library . that col. and mediclne collections in the |
Although # became just a pub. neither the library nor the Parl. lects, preserves and . makes bpresence of National Aericul.-
lic Iibmrv' nd later bad a buil. shad but worst of both with available its culturas herftage tural Librarv and the National
ding, sooff it became annexed Parishad people on top and to the citizen and be the for. Health Library J5 bevond anv
1o the Dhaka University Library CPL and, Parishad emplovees mative force in the cultural, joglc. Besides, the spacious
Stnce 1989 through 1980 it has under one umbrella called the soclal angd volitical life of -the library of the BCSIR is in the
- -been run By an Assistant Libra. Department of Library, A nation. The present set-up of same compound, not to men.
rian;  If fthis was bad. worse tibrarv that was hardly capable the ‘Natjona] Library alongwith .. { See page 6 )
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techniical publications -published . |
:in Bpngladesh, although as 4 {bjmn%uflf:lﬂm-l; they are being.

, , alth they
natlonal ‘librarv it is expected are being left t. rarian.’
| | 10, have ail such publications, ship ism: :mfé?si‘.;'; aﬁ? recn.
- i If amculmrgl- kblmmedacfl and nized as such al} over the world

eogmmeering books are disregar. ’ :
1 ded because of  prescacy e A librarv’s role is not to be

, _ BCCN as a provider of materials |
| 1 sirotig collections in those areas 10 ime. i
Lin the aity, the size of the col miewﬁsﬁ?imﬁ ety is @

i-letltlun will be reduced to less expe edee. af hich.

' { than 1500 books.: A library of gmne riﬁnce &omeverw

‘ this size with this nature . of needed t:agut mwk;:ﬂral;dm g;
| collection, without any orea. ‘work.  Tp the extent such al

| nized reference - gollection and role is plaved by libraries t

without (.3113’ nggﬁgt of lé?mg that extent a nation §s l:»anﬂﬁI:t.‘.t:lﬂ.I
Service \g.g are as rarv

i i fied by Dewey Decimal Scheme ggcl?rg Eiulf: g ﬁ g.*b esséntt?alnflg

- i but not retrievable by it} Is a library to be in the hands of 0

n by 12 or -more people and professl Li

ot oben 1214 hours' daily. The ceace 1o be regaomretics |~ Dust

head of this library is a non. even for well.meanin iy teurs. |
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According to published liters. L o:¢ IS DOt a country in the

world that
| ture, Bangla- Academv Library did not mgﬁkgdﬁlmﬁa ~
| s considered, the largest special sefulness of libraries apd far® @ @
POy, 8 the sounlry TEWS (et matter profesianal hs | -
jmay be e single lareest Ben- glans (n patlonay .

_ - 1 - Datian cvelopment |
1 || #ali collection anvwhere inclu. gn s vrosherity. We can tumn
. ding the most complete Bangla 2 _blind eve and deaf ear to
_ | deshi Bengali publications, Also what is happening today  to
| [iacluded in the librarv is the [ibrpries and librari '

, ans only at
famous private library of the the cost of national progress.
| Muktagacha = Zamindar, Raia  [The author is Associate Pro.
| { Birendra  Kishore Rov Chow. fessor St, John’s University ;
| { dhury, containing several thou- , New York USAL 4
sand rare books. Thus Bangla 5 —- - '
+ Academy Library is a national
! treasure.  Unfortunately, how.
| ever, this unlque collection ﬁ

jheen "in a eodown _since A
- { 4nd will ‘remeln. there. pearina ..
| completion of renovation of the . f
| library  bulding, the Birdwan -
House, The pace ai:which- the -
| } renovation work Is going-on it | : o
will be. a while before the buil- S
ding will be ready. By that -
time most of the books, if not
the entire collection, is likely-
to- disintegrate or otherwise be -
- i unusable. Such a loss in un. | | -
| thinkable especially’ because it

can be stopped. It can be stop. |
ped in several different wavs
l | with initiative, foreslght, prag. |

matic planning and forcefu] !
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