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Imagming the dlfﬁculties that we
as a nation will have to face, the
stages we must pass through, the

must gather is not perhaps diff-
~cult, but preparing .ourselves for
those certainly is. The last popula-
tion census, the outcome of which
' has been made public now, will
, help us in this difficult task of pre-
g paratlon provided the knowledge
, 'and the insight that have been
obtained are put to good and
{ mesdningful use. For that under-
- standing and imagination would
be necessary, snd patience and

- complete and new view of the

basic facts of the nation’s life is
* available, attemptis must be made
to summon these qualities and
i' forces lest the benetit of the en-

latiﬂn census should go waste. - |

The population of tLis coun-
try is now estimated to be a little

~ less than nine crores. This is a

phenomenal figure and confirm
the rough estimates that have
been made from time . to time.
Given the geographical smallness

sive hope of seeing new Iland
emerge in the sea, this may, in a

then all depends on how the pro-

- -tain such a seemingly -huge num-
ber, and to continually enhance
- the quality of the life of the peo-
- ple, and to take careofan even
greater number in the future. This'
possibility must, howeveér, be rea-
~ lized fully and soon enough. Deter-
mination of the people, their
awareness of - the circumstances
i iIn which they live and the need
for changing more and their unity
- would bg the most eﬂectwe wWea-
" pons_in-this stx'uggle -
| o 1 \& o~
| - The prehminaw;'report on the
ﬁensus goes to show that the
population growth rate has, in
spite of the considerably larger
efforts that have been mounted in

now, reduced only marginally.
~ This is no reason for disappoint
ment, however, The very fact
that the trend for increase has
been arrested speaks of a cer-
tain achievement which, un-
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"'sordid or pleasant experiences we .

courage too. Now that an updated, -

" tire exercise of conducting & p0pu- |

of the country and the so far elu-

way, seem to be disquieting, but

blem is approached and what use

{s made of the talents of the peo: .-

ple. It is perfectly possible that
- Bangladesh would be able to sus-

“the field of population control .
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der the given conditmns prevail- |

ing in the country, is by no means
mean. During the period between
1961 and 1974 the populatim .in
this country had grown at an. an-
nual rate of 2.7 per cent. Nuring
the period between the first and.
/the second census, from 1974 to |
\}1 1981, this rate has been found to.
"{5 be 2.36 per cent. The success that
¢ has been attained, though small, i
should be inspiring. It may per- '

“haps be assumed that the initial -
period of difficulty—one in which
motivational work has to be done
against many an odd-—is largely !

.over and that the stage has now
been set for attaining more im-- i

pressive progress in this field.
The report also indicates that
there are at present 106 men for
- every - hundred women in the
-country, the relevant figure in the
first census being 108. This shows
that the population is, in spite of |
- a ]fqi:le increase in the number of |
women almost equally divided |
into two halves from - the point
E:r.>f view of sex. This is an important
d.lscovery and its implications
should be understood well..If this
nation has to make a significant
progress, it would be impossible
to achieve it without developing
~ the inherent abilities and talents
of one half of the population that
the women constitute. This means
that programmes for educating
and training women and for turn-
.ing them into a productive £ >ce
will have to be madeé more- vigor-
ous and more extensive. Men,
who dominate the somety must
. give women the attention they
deserve and -do 50. in their own
{ interest. - | o
’if “Though the population of the
country has increased conslder-
“ably during the last seven years,
the number of total households in
~ the.country has not. There were |
12,679 households in the country
»¢.- in 1874 and now there are- 15,135.
1
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- only. The Planning Minister has
" admitted that the housing units in
the country have not sufficiently
incredsed in number to be propor-
tionate to the increase in popu-.
lation. The housing sector there.
fore deserves special attention,
especially in the rural areas, This
is more so because the declared
policy of the government is f{o
~ meet the basic human needs first
‘and to attain the goals of develop-

mant through the process. /)
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