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IjtsmBUTmN of popula-
tion over the earth is ra
ther uneven both in respect of
size and densitv. This was in
the past. is in the present and
perhaps will continue in the
future. Three factors probably
determined in large - measure
the pre-historic distribution of
population in the world: (1)
the nature of the physical en-
vironment (climate topograph
fertility of the soil flora an
fauna of the environmment etc.

| .e.g. sparce population in the

desert or mountaincus regions
ani denser population in the
coastal olanis river vallev in
the tropical and temperant re.
gions). {2} the technique and
techniques and the tools the
group. had developed to make
use of the resources found in

its particular. environment and -

1 (3) the social organisation of
~ the eroup.” People were at
- first pomadic movine from
. place to place for hunting fish-
Ine wathering’ natural vegetable
products rearingt focks ete.
Then with the development of
_dgriculture settlement and civie
lization began to take place.

Althéugh ' most parts of the'

world must have at first been
settled by the slow apd age-

- long venetration of small tri-
. bal of hunters gatherers fishers
etc. into adiacent areas as a
natural response to the need
for more of the goods essential
for life subsequent distribution
resulted from economic com-
mercial political religioug con-
siderations war and invation

availability of technical facili.:

tics urbanization and industria-
lization etc. All thesec factors

piaved a sighificant mole in da-.. -

termining the disiribution of

Population. Population gfowth
variables—fertility mortality

- and migration—may alsa cause

-chanae in population. distribu-
tion. In ihe present day world
with nation -state system and
incregsmﬂ population on the
» earth’s surface the opportuny.
ties for emipration and bifur.
. cation have become progres.

sivelY narrower S0 that socie.

tal survital and adaptati
_ _ { 0
have incréasingly en,taﬁeﬂ a1n1

- Mnvolutional response to growth |

wWith more

intensjve ity
tural settlement and egﬁu'tg:
tion: in other words, urbani-

_zation;

We have onlv sketchy inﬁiirﬁ

mation about the size and dis.
tributior ot world: napulat;on
veiore the mndern period. But
we think that the world popu-
lation reached about one-half
billion before the onset of jn-
dustrial revolution. It reached

about one billiop in the mid-
almost

nineteenth  ¢entury:
three billion by the mid-twen-
tieth century apd four billion
bv 1975,

- pericd Europe's

~has been m
- of Asia, Africa and Lati
rica has been very rapid.

Population chan

lect societies social
organisationai economic- and

technological arrangements to .
NEw Dressure and requirements
opportunities for

and also -
ordering substance and social

interactions.  To -assure that
levels of living will

with population growth may
either expand

settlement or adopt technolo.
gical or social innovations to

merease’production with 3 con.

strained enviroiment. . In this
way population growth gene.
raiés distributional and sociat.
organisational responses and
adaptations. If a society is un.
able to provide for increased
pooulation by expanding its

environment its technology its

organisational abilities it will
lose its potential population
growth through other means.
High ‘death rates are histor

cally the most common pattern ~

Ut a society may also prevent
the increase itself by adopting

means of population control and

adiust growth and disiribution

with avpjiable resources and
their -best use, Different his-
torical patterns of -population
growih and different societai

stratenties of adsptation to this

P growth potential have gencra-

led wariationg in  popalation
size, distribution and structure,
As the human wants are many
but the means to satisfy them
are very limited ‘(and more so

b e

Population
In Devei‘io

- .pedt of

In the early modern

poOpulation

grew much faster than the rest

mE world. But'l'*in thig! ccr‘%.} e 2

~tury Europe’s population growth - no .
n ‘moderate while that < S-géher €ast Asig

Latin Ames

] ges and’ spe-
ciallv population growth sup-

politicals

1. reman
acceptable societies confronted

their areas of

- Lent

F

because of the population €x-
vlosion of the present. day
world} these population factors
are requircd to be considered
along with other resources and

matters while making plan for

development. It is to  these
that we shall next tumn.

IMPLICATIONS OF POPUL

LATION GROWTH AND DiIS-

TRIBUTION.

Table I below reveals the
growth and distribution ™ of
poputation in the world, more
developed less developed and
some selected regions for the
veriod. 1970-2000:—

»

Pdpulation estimates a:nd pruj-éctiund

5558 e S
Distribution Policies
pment Planning

—Su]taﬁ' Abmad

it alsp needs closing

level will almost double. Rut
the improvement for the less
favoured not only means the
just econhomic and social ag-
vantement It a pace  CQOITES
ponding to population Eﬂ'OWﬂ'l:

the gap
between the present levels of
living and the minimum ac
opportunitiec at the command
of the majority latter are ine
significantlv meagre both In

- terms of auantity and require.

ments of the same:. Asia for
example with their many acute
problems related to develop-

- mept contains over half of the

worid. By the end of the cen-
tury according to proiections
used the population of Asia as
shown in tabie I, 1 .equal
the total for the worl® in 1970,
Even within the region as aiso
the tabie reveals the positions

hetweay e sub.regions differs

strikingly. Hence the coun-

triecs of the South and South- |
east Asia are in more critical
position than those of Fast
Asia. Population increascs
rapidlv whereas the land re-
maihs limited and scarce. 8o
on the expansion and growth !
of cities with the steadily in-

TABLE - 1
(medium
1970—2000

variant), world. and selected  regions,

’ World and region

Population - {(in miliinnsl

Per cent ° Average

annual

increase .percent increase
1970 1970 1980 1990 1995
10 4000 393'?W 15 £5 . 45 2000

1990 1980
WE{RLDd 3632 4457
. More deve- - -
loped ©1.000 - 1210 -
Less deve- -
. _loped . 2542 - 3.7
EAST ASIA 029 1,095
Mainland = = 765 = 901 .
Japan ' 103 116
. . Other 60 7
MIDDLE-SOUTH '
. ASIA 762 1.801
SOUTHEAST
ASIA OCEANIA 287 S0
Australia and '
New Zealang 153 188
Melanesia - 2.8 3.6
Polynesia and . -
«MICWHE‘SiE . 12 1.7

A close examination and con-
tion or the rapid increase
and distribution of population
as shown in the table I above-
_ intricate im-
plications in terme of demands..
upon resources and upon the
whole system of interdependen:
cles and interactions. As shown

sideration of th

will rather reveal

We mav pext
sselected
shoum ip trhle—2 the

and. the &1 ibution gfm’”

- Area

WORLD TOTAL '
fore developed -
reeions .
Less developed
egwons
EAST ASIA

hiainland )
Japan region
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TH ASia
Mic,iqu h As:
Suubi;m‘f Asﬁm

u “, ) -

Ogﬁamfﬂ Asia

Australia and New
Zealand ‘
Melanesia
Polynesia and Micro-

RURAL POPULATION
WORLD TOTAL
Moie developed
regions

.Less developed
regions

EAST ASIA

Mainland region
Japan

Other east Asia
SOUTH ASIA o
Middie-socuth Asia
Southeast: Asia
Southwest Asia

OCEANIA
Australia and New
Zealand -
Melanesia .
Polynesia and Micro-
nesia C
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Actually migration in the pre-
day world refers,.as dis-
carlier to migration
mainly
duc {0 increasine urbanisation.
¢ rate of ur-
_ > world  Asia
and its rpajor Divisions East

cussed

within the oountry,

Tabic 3 shows th
banisation in the

Asia and South Asia,

World and rerion - 1950
World : '
Asin I |
East Asla . .
South Asia 6
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one-third by.
- the end of the century wher
% of the. lower imﬁ:

: discuss in
elobal context and also in teo
regione as

Turag
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5438 6454 - T3.8
T133% 145 384
4102 5040 - 993
1266 ° 1424 533
. 1043 . 11%6 - 537
<125 133 291
7 115 . 885
1280 1565 105.4
492 608 1185
227 - 22 T2
&7 61 1179
227 5,29 1417

2.0 20 1.8 1.7
100 10 09 08

5. 24 21 20
7 1s 13 . 13
7 15 13 11
2 08 06 0
4 24 18 16
8 25 21 19

29 2.1 2.2 20

2.0 2.0 15 14
28 28 - 2.6 24

atr 31 26 23

world's’ population in about
17% of the land arca of the
earth high density and high
. dependency ratios acute unhem-
ployment and low employment
opportunities low per capita
- <cptable standard. This bein
the requirements and the tasf
“being greater, the resources and

1 prevaij
conditions in the rggion ay
emographi-
callv. enoric snically angl mcig!l.v
among the most critical in the

Income, low rnan.landg
¢tc. In short the
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Table—3

Rate of urbanisation i.e. per-
population in the
urban areas in the world and
- selected regione 1990--2000,

centare of

axI

Table—3

Avagrage rvate of growth in

urban vopulation for world

gy And selected region 1950--2000.

1970 2000
28.6 -
21.1 %

33.3

> o

of rural

B = — o Sy wra— iy

creasing rate .of urbanization
expansion of upnrestricted ioca-:
tion of industries construction
of high way and also of buil-
dings outside urban areas to

accommodate the greater num-

ber of institutions required by
burgeoning  population and
with the deplation of arable
land through soil exhaustion
&roston and other forms of
deterioration  the supply of
land specially the . productiva
land will deminish when the
man-land ratio will go = down
further and pesition worsen,

It is auita clear
comnarative data ¢f  tolles 2
and 3 that the urbapisation - |
procesc ‘has followed and will
follow quite .different . paths,
Moreover as the more detaiied
data for sub-regions and espe--
ciallv for the individual coyn-
trics of these two areas of
Asia indicate significant. varia.
ions in the rates of urbanisa.
10n characterize smaller units
of the continent. This strongly
sugegeste  that high  priority
must be given to intensive re-
search on individual countries
in order to assess the dynamics
underlying  the wurbanization
pProcess in each and the impli-

cations for future develop-
ment.

The lower panel of Table 2
presents parallel data for the
rural population of Asia. These
data coupled with the set on
urban rates suggest” why the
gverall pattern of growth for
South Asia in numbers of peo-
ple and percentage living in
urban vlaces digress so greatly
in the latter part of the twen.
tieth century. The growth rate
rural population in  East
Asia’ was - already below the
world average and considerably
below the averanc of the less
developed regions in  1950—40
decade. The difference wag ac-
centuated in the succeeding de-
cades of the century so that
bv the last decade projections
sugeests that east Asia‘s rural
vopulation will actually decline
while that ot the world as 5
whale will continue to grow
at st under one per cent and
that of the Jess developed ro.
101 at one per cent. Rura] po-

growth in East Asia .
%S a whole will thus closely
resemble that of the more de.
Eelumd regions of the world
¥ the end of the century.

By contrast, in South Asia
:.Ee ru{al fpiugulatmn EI&EW at
£ rate or 19 percent durin
t95;3-ﬁ0. by 2.29% in 1966-70 bﬁ
23% in 1970-80 and 1S projected -
tg begin to decline only in
1280-95. Yet, by the' year 2000
the average growth of 1.4% per
}E{ wiill still be almost twice

of the world ag ho
- {Continued on Dagea_ﬁ? e
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