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of books lyins heaped on Do we love books Situation prevailing in the publishilg business sug-’
floor, tables and, chairs at gests that we are yet to develop a liking for books. High cost of paper and ! -

broduction has. increased the price of books. The only solution can be al

a Knend’s place, a gentleman .
. t - - - - * . [] 1 .
vell were wae some bookshel )iy ro v movement with patronisation from the go rernment,

YEN were urgently needed for - —— et
-proper care. Wearing a - - . . » : : - -

Bangsher Nishwa Santan”, a - capita use of paper including

B ]

u see, I can’t collect book-

i '-‘Lﬁt

;Er -?3 Uﬁi;lﬂﬂﬂ Or go through  ture can be had from Imdia. “yecior General of the Acade
a dozen books or so & our .next-door neignbour. In gy 1o of the opinion that {we

- year. | the Grantha Mela (book fair)  yeasons are responsible for the

TERS’ PROBLEMS = thus vear held at the Brigade ‘$tagodtion prevailing in the -

O of the country’s foro - 2:4de Ground in Calcutta, ab- publishing sector. They ares
| i00st Poets, Mr. Shamsur Rahe ¢ 400 stalls were opeited. by the high price of paper’ and
‘man gave a depressing picture iﬁiﬂm ,,ﬁu::hs!lm of that. . printing and the printers' pre.
of i sales position of his Uty . WIOg spree con ference to accepting onders of

bookq! His books — usually tinued till late in the- evening _ hich fetch .

printdd 2.250 copic . and almost every visitor to the  Job-work which fetches quic.
aopies at a time ker and: better returns. ’

e —

shilves the same way as I do -

s.” This clearly indicates

the collector was a klep- -

to] and” the method he
“enfloyed in his bid to enrich
hisj[private library cannot be
.2pgroved of. But there is at

leadt one element in this story .
- whikh deserves a little Praise:;
thelperson had ‘a liking for

»

.~ Hnfortunately, as a people
we Yere lacking in a love for
oMs, There is a kind of na-
tiorke! apathy to reading. Even
a ld&fge section of the educat-

got W job, & survey conducted
by (rantha Suhrid Samities or
Boalf Lovers’ Clubs under the
guiddnce of Jatiya Grantha
Kenflra or Naticnal Book Cen.
tre
the
just{ldo not ' enjoy reading
bool, C .
Buk ' is the case any beiter
bther professioual people,
that ¥s, doctors, engineers, law

| yers fibusinessmen, public ser.
- vVanty and so on? Though

therdlhas not been any surv
on tigir reading habit, presum-

- ably {ithey visit libraries once

“~ takk 3 to 4 years to be com-
pleteld sold out. The poct is

‘of th§t opinion that members

of th§ lower middle class do

ows that at least half -
ondary school teachers

vovel, were sold in Dhaka on

the first day of its release’

which is indeed a record in our
country. Similarly, in a mat-
tcr of a week 300 copies of his
nawrative poem “Antargata”
Were, exhausted last February.
M:. Huq, who extensively tra-
veis in the countryside, says
that readers often complain ab-
oul the non-availability of his
bocks in the mofussil areas.
Outside Dhaka and Chittagong

- there is hardly any sales net-

‘Werk in the other divisional

hicedquarters, et alone the dis-

trict towns and urban centres.

Dr.. Tasaddoque" Huossain,

Deshey” (first published in
1%0) was.a success story in
that it sold 3,000 copies in less
than two years, feels that our
yeaders suffer from a complex.
“Any trash produced on the
other side of the border is re-
lisked by them,” he says. “Is-.
pater Mon"”, another novel by

the samne author, which, accos--
- dinz to him, is.a much more
‘matuie product, remains un-
€y  sold even after threg years of |

its publication.
A completely different pic-

fair carrled home not less than -

30 kilograms of books”, says

‘an eyewitness, Kazi M. Arif
-of Mariettafideas of Dhaka,

who attended the book fair.

b

- whose novel titled “Mahuar

newsprint is only 0.5 kg in
‘Bangladesh as against above

- 2 kg in India, 9 kg in China.
.34 kg in the USSR, 134 kg 1
Japan and 273 kg in the USA.

Against such a consumption
rate, the price of writing and
pririing papers has been en.

hanccd from Tk. 5,000 in 1977- -

78 tu Tk, 23,000 per ton as of
now. As for the newsprint, the
price per ton is now over Tk.
11,000 as against Tk. 5,500 in
1977-78. Price hike.of this ba-

- sic raw material used in the

Ppublishing business has an ad-
verse effect on the trade in the

oo fiblic scems to be disinter-  He, howcver, suggests  that sense that the price of books'
Sstegt In b-c-c!ks unce t?‘ey have *" pyr chase by libraries can help tco has increased - at Jeast
Enigked their schooling and improve the situation. threé-fold. And it has now gone

beyond the buying capacity of

the readers. . : _
This year the Bargla Acade.

my. which is the largest pub-

lishing concern in the public

' 8¢clor, published 42 bogks in
~"the month of February alone.

Which mmeans bringing out one
and a haif books every day,
Sonie publishers, however, do
nol term it a record event as
thcy understand that the Aca-
deiny reéleased those books al-
£0 in February which were due
toc bc published in the later

- Part of the previous year.

Quazi Manzur-c-Mowla, Di- -'

PUBLISHERS' PROBLEMS -

Mr. Chitta Ranjanh Saha, Exe -

cutive Director of Muktadhara,
the country's -biggest publishe

someignes buy books of fiction According to him, cven g per-  in€ firm in the private sector,
but vpper middie class peo- son: with modest 'iﬂmmﬂ —-a  Which produced about 800 tit.
Ple sd¥dom buy bocks. Poat les over the past ‘one decade,

Nirmndlendu Goon o0 corro-
‘boraigs this view. ,

- Syrd Shamsul Huq, a major
writefl of fiction in this coun-

petty clerk — bought books
warth Rs. 2000 for his per-
sonal collection and he put by
this amount ' from his mopth-
ly income. |

be an indicator of literacy, and

in this respect too, compared

he Bongladesh Times

| | -\
i ,

cousiders the ‘social problem’

“to be responsible for poor -
saies of books. He attributes |

- the  Jamentable reduction in

10 other countries of the world .

— o YOpnise publishing Ousin

cornprehension why the gove
ernment still hesitates to rew

* - 02C

try, Whose books too are prin- o . ¢ number of readers to TV's

ted 2 copies each at a time SOARING COST OF | g}wa; fzntasy series, trash mo-
_ and- igke usually two years to " PRODUCTION - viee and unbridled publication 2
. be sald oyt completely, ascri. Now back to ourselves, con  of offensive weeklies, “It is

bﬂ?- i of: circudation of suriplion of. paper is.said to beyond any. conscious citizen's g

| . {
A. U. M ;FAKHRUDQle

" had the following goals - to ™

§
:
;
fr

!

" aAn riduslr};- when even the
i ‘bi

" manufacturing trade en-
jo8 that status,” he says. Bos
cagse of this miserable status

a gudlisher is not enttled io

will’ sitively contribute to the

forghing of a reading habit,”
{ he '

igl India 10 per cont of the

" tatdl production of paper mills
' ld at a discount rate for ‘

is
the penefit of authors, students
and,publishers. He fecls this
sysiemn can be introduced in
ourtrcountry as well,
CONSEQUENCE OF FAULTY
- : STEPS

Rl g out the cost elements -
as .

-

achieve : to help form a read-
ing habit among the public,
to impruve the quality of book

- production, to consider the

probleins prevailing in the pub-
lishing sector, 10 enable read-

ers to get books. at a reason-’
. able price, .
{airs, and to promote publics’

to arrange book

ation of more and more books.
Many of the goals of the NBC.

Mr. Jahangic M. Adel, Presi-

_dent of Bangladesh Publishers’
Association, while corroborat-
. ing this’ view, added that pri-

or to the nationalisation of
the’text book business his firm
Alslamia Library), besides pub-
lishing text books,” used to
bring out about half a dozen
reference and  other books
‘every year., g 5
IMPORTED BOOKS

Enough about books produ}:n

‘d reference books’ stands

' Proble

- Contd. from page §

A ——,

at exactly the phrase ‘stan-

\end s0 they defand sam-
§ for their own -satisfaction

ts, o
*~ Imnmm MOVEMENT -

itional or academic libra- .-
; makes their struggle for .
- Jtence harder still, he com-

Jder the liberation of the

atry, in Dhaka alone .a con-

" rable number of book
.15 bave closed down at the

* 1 Market, at Islampur and -

‘atuatooly Road. At the ma-

- shopping  centres . like
'n Supermarket, Farmgate
rmarket, Shahbagh Super-

ms of writers |

-

there is no buyer so there 15
no scller, Meanwhiie, however,

. Dhakaites have seen the mush-

foom - growth of electronics
shops during the last 12 years.

bajk loans. | . . 4 certificate explaining their * A cartoon in a Western book °
¥iile -suggesting remedies, ﬂt;e ye tr;?:lh:: ach;;:v;ﬁi shecaiis: nessity {rom universities, ' Ehﬂwsg a 'dunkey displaying a

Mi}| Saha opines that the Mj. = 102¢ fiik de .sth the ;ec ﬂr «part from the absence of - festoon whichi-reads: "I do

nigries of Education and Cule = 2'C diti © ;mth oL Efu oMk loans faor this trade there - not read m;;gfr'“‘mm_:mn'

{ tutpt should help set up hbra. 0 . lFm f} ) © country. - ¢ emerged another problem  ang books are .synun}’iﬁb'u yi

ricg and reading rooms at Upa- While giving a bac_kgrqqnd recent years. Suspension of without which man wﬂuls ™

zil3] level and see to it thar to this miserable condition 4. gor the last on¢ and a  ngt ™ pe what he s 1.
Jogks ave purchased regularly. = obtaining in -the PUbiSINg | vonie has constrained the day.>If even 0.5 per cent of
Hef] further points out that . business, Mr. Fazle Rabbi, Di+ 35rters 1o depend entitely  our literate pubhe < - bout
evQy sccondary school autho:  rector of the NBC, 'said that Export Performance Li-* hall a mulion people - iﬂuild
ritgishould, as a routine, allow - the Frocess of degeneration be- L, 519 Wage Earners’ Sche- get. proper library facilities th
thefstudents of higher classesa , 8an in the SiXties when  the which enhances the price Yeading habi 5 e
per ,d off every week to use §ole ﬁﬂpﬂﬁ&lblllty of produc- bfokS to.the dlﬁﬂdVﬂ.ﬂtage te_ IIIE‘ abit should hﬂ‘fﬂ cen
thefischool library under the = tion and dSaIES;[h“f St:l? F?r"k:‘ bomthon buyers, © .. . ﬂﬂllenl;'vﬂlflﬁrrzved arl:ila_mth 1
- ' “ was vested in the ool Tex ; : : ) CCOC obtaining in
gumlance of a teacher. “This Bock Board. : Jain, direct import by in. . the publishing business in p

It is, therefore,

imperative to start a library .

movement all over the coup-
try without further

lectuals. With fund from the
government the responsibility
of stlecting titles mav be ves-
ted on a committee of ed:ca-
tionists, litterateurs, historians,
social scientists, economists

" -

and scientists.

jor factors responsible for : - :
the tnsatisfactmy circulation  €d in the ccuntry. Now If“'t us - 4et, Tejgaon Airport Road Il this suggestion 15 mple-
«of Hooks, Mr, Mafidul Huq of hﬂ‘fﬂ a look at the business armarket, Jahura Mansion, mented, then, hopefully, tho-
; Jatifla Sahitya Prakashani also  Of imported books. Mr. Golam ina. Bhaban, Baitul Mukar- ugh.we may not be a nation

j Citey| disorganised network of

marfeting . as the prime rea-

{ son {for miserable ‘sales posi-

Mostafa "of Hakkani Publish-
€rs, a major importer and pub-

. lisher, finds it difficult to as- -

scss the taste of readers. En-

-or.the New Elephant Road

e is not a single book shop.
“explanation is simple; as

of book
taidy be one with a consid

tion]} According to him,; the - i —
textibook trade had been the couraged by the. sale of fic. :
bacHborie of book retailing tion the prévious year, he

busifless in the rural areas of

placed orders abroad for books

- of fiction, and by the time the

the untry. The trade -suffer consignment- arfived ‘the read-
¢d 4lmortal blow as a conse- ers tended. to- buy books.on .’
Qu of f-a,u.lty 5@5 tal_ten history. Then, following the
. by the previous regimes from import of the same he found to

. ducenn of text books was na- .
. tionghsed. As a result of these

T the

fimf'to time; In the mid-sevens
ties it was decided to supply
'books through post offi-

tex-]
ces ind prior to that the pro-

I's "— usually of modest
5 — received, will take
to-be fully absorbed. As
utcome of these a larga

dea
o

it
an

nun
shuflldown over the past two
Secgtes.

tiya Grantha Kendra or
National "Book  Centre
(NBYL was sct up in 1963, It

r of book shops were

his dismay, that historicat

baoks were gathering dust and -

titles, on art and
wore selling fast, .

While commenting: on the
inadequacy of the import.po-

I.tlH: ery existence of the € licy regarding books, Mr. Mos-
tallds of books was threaten*  ta{a said that it ought to have-
td snd the shock the-book  heen precisely defined as. it

-Was during the pre-independ-

ence days .when there was un-

ambigyous mention” of restric-

tion only on obscene, anti-reli-
. glous and subversive literature.

‘Bul now it bccomes 2 frus-

trating hurdle for the mmpor-

tcrs to make the customs and .

sociology -

airbne - officials -unlderstand 3

__ Contd. on page 6 <

———

| ;dE]a}’ Tﬂi
. begin with,. this can/be initia-
“ted by social leaders and intel

[
.H:

warms, ‘'we can cer- |
€r-

i
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