‘Bangladeshi st

udent

wins UNDP medal

+ “Every two seconds, a child
‘dies of starvation somewhere
4 in the world.” says UNDP’s
Peace Medal recipient Bang-.
ladeshi student Kamal Ahmad,
of -Harvard University. Yet,
le $says, “enough food is pro-
duced each year to feed every
child, woman and man.”
Détermined . {o alter both
the odds and statistics, Ahmad
and! his brother Nazir, at
Staniford University founded
the§ Overseas Development
Network (ODN) in 1984.

The Cambridge-based pro-
ject'to recruit US college
students for overseas develop«
ment work is one of the fast-
‘est growing projects of its
kind in US. It has campus
‘chapters on both the East and
West Coast, and ODN ‘organis

“sers say they expect to have
more than 100 chapters on
~ {American college campuses
by June 1986 | >

The strong support of the
'US academic commuynity !s
reflected in ODN’s Board of
JDirectors, which includes pro-
fessors from five 'disciplines
at’ Harvard University and
Mt. liolyoke College and the
presidents of Radcliffe College
and Philips Exeter Academy,
Additionally the board in-
cludes an officer of the World
Bonk ‘and a former director
of US policy planning at the
‘Us State Department
j In recognition of his work.
ithe United Nations Develop-
ment ‘ Programme (UNDP
last spring awarded the 19-
{ year-old Harvard Universily
second-year student its Peace
| Medal. But Ahmad was busy
faking a .university examina-
Ftion so it was aceepted on his
‘behalf by the Bangladeshi
I fimbassador to the United 'Na-
‘tions, | oot
| “I'm happy, very happy that
1 son has earned such a re-
y cognition,” said his nuirition.
1ist father Dr Kamaluddin
! Ahmed *',in «Dhaka. “His cgone
cern for people, for poor peo-
ple ix so great that | knew
he would do something like
icreatinn' of the DDN even
; there” His father is director
of the .institute of Nutrition
and Food Scleuces, University
of Dhaka.
| FIRST RECI'FIENT
| At his school, Philips Exeter
| Academy in the USA Ahmad

| was able to - influence the
"Mmood of, his fellow students.

His activities moved students

"and teachers of the academy

so much that the Academy
established a new  “Award
for Meritorious Service” of
which he was th
pient, ' .
Ahmad says he began wark-
ing on development projecta
in Bangladesh about.seven or
elght years ago when he was

13 years old. “I really can't

recall what triggered my in-
terest or involvement but I

suppose it must have had’
something to do with growing

up In Bangladesh during the

War.” Ahmad says both he &
' his 26-year-old brother Nazir

have travelled widely in Ban-

. gladesh and that their shared

concern  for- development
“must have come from what
we've spen '

His father said, “He is made
that way. 1 have seen-in him

: . . . . [ " - 3] r
Telnce™® adolescefice a*concerns w»ject.in. thb

for the distressed.”

Talking infbrmally with
USIS, his. father recalled:
“Ahmad used to visit Kamala-
pur rallway station with 2
husket cof biscuits to distri-
bute among poor children. He
would give many of those
children money. With that

money they would buy loaves

Nutritionist Dr, Kamaluddin-
Ahm&ﬂ- .

0 sell by the roadside, He
used to do things iike this
when he was only a teenager
He mapagéd to get money

. 'from his maother,

Ahmad starfed a day care

- center In Dhaka for the ¢hil.

oren of young diserted mo-
thers. Due to his absence “we,
however, gouldn't run the cen-
ter” lamented his father,
Alimad says co-ordination
of the rapidly growing pro-
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. UND¥ Peace Meds *

_ E}nited States has
reqjuired’.a fgreat deal of tra-
vel ir America often to Stan--
ford University to co-ordin-
ate efforts with his brother.
The  20-year-old Harvard ju-
nior plans to take the next
semester off to go to look
at some of ODN's overseas
projects, ' * -

Personal involvement is

eritical to the success of the
(Overseas Development Net-

‘work, he explains., “We want

to personally involve sty-
dents in the challenges of
the development process.”

“Development simply means
beople organising and being
involved in helping a given
community sustain itself. It
can mean building new

. Toads, schools, sanitary faci-

lities, learning new agriculs
tural techniques new health
processes, or educational pro-
grammes for then eedy It
can create pew technologies

- to improve water access or

transporiation — in general
do. whatever ig necessary to

_enable a community to suyse
tain, extend and enrleh life,

The wider the range of pro-
Jects the greater the possi-
bilities for participation be-
come.”

‘The Stanford University
chapter established a part-
nership with “Sebika”, a ¢o-
operative. of self-employed
women, single mothers and
their families in Bangladesh,
The chapter raised 5,900 dol-
lars to buy sewing machines,
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. more enthusiasm and inter.

raw goods, and to train woe--:
men in ‘a skill which would .
yield a stable income, “Qur -
Massachusetts Institute of

collected over a thousand .
books last year to ship to the
college for the Harijans in !
West Bengal Sydhir Ranjan |,
Lahiry College, located in an
impoverished rural area of
West Bengal

Another project just under- -
Way in Bangladesh, ‘Ahmad
$ays, will be hosted by the
Comilla Proshika, one of
the largest development
Eroups in the country ODN
will send a feam of Ameri.
can college students to Bang-
ladesh for six monihs. Pro-
shika has more than 600
Eroups cf landless people in
20 upazflas affilfated  with' °
them, They will be grouped . |
tealns of threa to work in |
three different vural projects .
— probably at Sarail in Rrah-
manbarta, Laksam in Comiila
and Rzojdn_ in Chittogrong or
Ramgati in Noakhall. They
W be accommodated in
Proshika central office In Co-
milla,”

Returning to the United
States the participants wiii
g0 on a tour of 120 Amert.
can colleges and universities,
telling abept their exper fen.
ceg in irying te generate
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est on the part of students
elsewhere. "We will be doing

~the same programme in Co-

lombla. Kenya and Zimbab.
we,” Ahmad added. -




