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-1 . The row-over the posses-

-} sionjof the land on which

the | Willes . Little Flower -

1 -School- shows little sign- of .
'peateful settlement. -

" |A few-days back, in the .

] wake of a climax of ecvents
;centring on an  altempi 10 .

[.*haﬁd the plot.of land- over

Schon

1 to bne Moshahed Ali Chow-
' dbury. by the district land
| -adminjstration officials, Pre-
" sident Ershad paid a visit to.
; the school and said that the
pfoblems of the -school
. would be looked into. * . .«
| The President’s visit was
appareiitly cnough for the
: _;?rsbns‘cuni:érni:d. But it is
ldarnt, the President order-

e porlym e il o e

ed that the land ~should be’
4 -given to the school subject
to the settlement of legal

! disputes ‘over the ‘ownership

g..éf the property.

' Lt’ahding‘pmblems over. the

\ bossession of the land crea-
ted a sensatfonal issue and

many socio-cultural forums

’ and political -quarters took .

yiup the issue and vowed to
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1;,_.r¢sist' any atternpt to hand

over the side to anybody

else whoever it might be.

| For the populace it was a
| war of morality’ between an

I educational institution and

“an. industrialist, ~ And
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£ and politics made 1t the

FE .

jy of the day. -

L i e el .,_...u-n-.—-m‘

“land controversy”
O saramon 7 |ty
" . The school’s ?flei'-y fl;am;*

kindergarten-  school -set up

- of then Fast Pakistan. “After

“ten school till her death in
1968. - < .
After her death it was

- _closed down. After a period
- of ‘four years of discontinuis

-was upgraded to
.of ajuntor

Meanwhile,” the . long- X

naturally, the press,  people -

H number one popular issue.

- 1 with the )
for the church. The.

R .
-1 .

"

.
suggests that it.was once a

by Mrs. Josepbine Willes, &
former inspectress of schools

her retiremeat from  govern-

‘ment service Mrs.. Willes -
~.get up the . kindergarten ip

1956. It wasa kindergar-’.-;'

ty the school started again -
in 1972, 1n 4973 the school
the ievel
school andin
1983 it was made a second-
ary-school. -~ ..
. At present about - 4,000
students are  enrolled in the
school -while 150 teachers
and employees are employed
here. SR A
The school séon came to -
limelight especially duc to.
its location adjacent to the
gristocratic resideatial aréas
and not far from the - major
government  establishments

and busy trading centers of -

the city. | |
- The plot of land measu-
ring 1.6V atres on which the
‘school is now located origi~ .
nally helonged to~ ‘Alyosis
‘Natonha who'leff behiad =
two soas and-two daughters,
Clifford, George, Josepaine
and Winnifred. -
Josephine and Winnifred
later were . known as Mrs.

| Josephine ‘R, - Willes aad

Mrs. Winnifred Ruby. Mrs.
Ruby still lives in the  first -
floor of the school’s -origi- .
nal bouse. | _
- According to Christian.
law -of inheritance -all * the
sons and daugnters inheri-
ted equal.shares of the plot.
But tne prooiém arose when
- Willes died in 1968.
According to_ the Christian .

11 law - each of the surviving

brothess and sisters and MTr.

Willes, the husband of Jose-

phine, 1fierited the rest,

- Mr. Willes before -his

"1 death willed four decimals of

| ‘the- property for the school.
{ Juat pariqof the willny stitl
| 'pending willl the.cort24ee!

T

1: Al -Chiowdfiury, ~a setired
| professor, - puschased ~ the
1.1.56 acres of land frowmn Mrs.

Ruby in 1980 with a power
“of attorney from
‘inheritors staying abroad.

Prior to this, in 1977 the,

legal dispute

: t school had a
which

. church .
claimed
l-government, however, requi-

" sitioned ~ the ~ plot of land

. for the school.
On the basis

of a high

.+ owsid cOUrt - judgment the reque-

sition was declared malatide.

‘court stayed the
gjecting

during the requisition
of 1977. -

After

'school, the -
| their guardians.
1 - Meanwhile,

| Holiday
- dhury,

Chowdhury . said, for the

school they had _ no enemity
rather ‘they - were sacrificing
93 acre of - land for th
school.
got a one-sided story of the
whole affair. R |

" attention of the people an
the press and all - concerned

“vate property tor a
.ol over twy YCurs. . .

. hundred takas a month

ot

the two .

But consequently the supremc
order of
the school from the
site with the rate of reant
of 560 takas  per month
order

the - “President’s
visit to the school Moshahed
-Ali Chowdhury ~ published
an advertisement 1D a mass.
| circulated daily. The publi-
| cation of the advertisement -
once again revived the’issue
among - the teachers of the
| “students and-

M.A’ Rﬁiaflkiéiﬁaff_ byt maintained that Eheir
“son -of Moshahed

o 24 JA

- " From Page 3

-yolved with those cages.”

storied bujldings on.
‘land and said

‘He said the pres:

. o
‘He said  involving the
of - multi-millionairt
4 dren-in wacertaioty. -

to another  aspect. He said’

_he bad family relationship.’
‘with Mr. Islam but relation- .

ship was very bittet.  They .

were not .even on  talking|

térms. e 3

Regarding the requistion . -1
of tae piot of land ne said L

the scngol was a privately |,

run jastitution. run .on a
plotit-making basis. He said §

no  privale property can

be requisitivned . for aay,

- private purpose. |

- Quoting  -martial law

‘ordinance no, 2 of 1382 he
. said this otdinance prohi-

bits the requisition of - pri-]
'per‘iuc"l \

Roul Chowdhury. clai’.
med that ta¢ir: ownership of,
‘the property was | accepted .
in inhe court. He said,” the!
scnool is paying 560 takas a!
1oith s feat to them
“though tney are not taking'.
the amouil which is being ' -
dépoaited in the _ national
treasury.

Y

were being paid at the rate
of 560 takas @ month while.
they were paying 14 0 15>
as
rent, tax, municipal tax, |
- etC. S
He said, his octagener-j .
jan father and old  mother S
along with a widowed sister - -
had no nouse of their own
in the city. So the district
“ land revenue admiristration
after separate- consultations
with the school committeet
and themselves divided the
land into 'two  sections.
The + segment  With thej
- priginal building was expec- 1
ted to be handed over to
thent. " '

On__J.fte_F;mhcrd., 29 .t-hey:

FEITILY D Al it ,
- were.asked | 4to.be  present

-

-during the format astransfer

iﬁi‘;ﬁMéﬁnWﬁiE}ﬂ | Moshahéﬁj ﬂﬂﬁfithg{prgpcr_[}t pr@and after

“some -complicacies they
were asked to take the pos- S
session . of the .polt oni :
January 16. S

But- by that time - the

. school mapagement staged; -
a sit-ja -with tac help of the:
tocal people, students and:
their guardians reinforced
by the support of the press
and political quarters and
thus successfully held their
ground and the attempt by -
the magistrates and the law ¢

[

enforcing  ageacy . Oien
failed..
Taiking to Holiday,

“Shafiqur Rahman Chow-.
dhury, legal adviser 10 the
- school, challenged ‘Mosha-
"hed Chow*hury's _claim
that he purchased an undi-
puted plot of land . ang
showed that at least 11 cases
were pending -with the court
fegarding thus land.’ He also
gajd that no  transfer of
property c¢an be made when
a plat 1s anded ¢e ] Aisiti-
obh. -
Rouf Chowdhury also
agreed that some cases were
il pending with the coutl

See Pﬁagc 7
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He regretted t_hﬁt ~ they S .

-
i’

y. 1

He, however, questioned .
the coastruction of muiti-
! the
one cannot
go for construction on.a re;
quisitioned piece of land.. i

Both the .sides scem to
be prepared for yet “another
round of legal battie keep- .
ing the study of 4,000 .chil-




