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Georhard Schlitt, - director of

‘the technical informatjon 1ib-
‘yary (TIB) in Hanover
“Basically we are.a mail orde:
‘house.” | -
“The “mail order house” is 8.
. cubic glass construction on the

universily campus, 3 neo-clas-
The technmical informatlio
{ibrary is at the same time the
university. library. but the
library is mainly “a mail ‘order

;_r'hﬁuse;" The TIB despatch ‘de-
partment sends out 1,500 con-

signments of technical . litera-

in West ‘Germany, 3,800 in the

-Fnglishspeaking ~world, 6,000
- #rom Eastern Europe and 1,500

“from Asia, mainly Japal.

The, 1ibrary.

of being cut of from inlerna-

_which have - becn published,

-

literature,” articles from &5
sociation magazines,

along with 120,000 wolumes

."dealing with the proceedings of

various conferences.

Al technical universities sub
seribe to technical magazines,
Byt TI1B goes .one.belier with
company publications, although
ihese might not ‘bave quii¢
ihe same technlcal velue.

Conference reports either

come automatically from the -

crganises, when TIB i§ a parti-
cipant, or they are applied for.
In between confercnce F€
ports and specialist. ‘magazing
publications there is - “report

conclud.

ing reports from ministries,

'~ called “'grey literature” in pro-

fessional circles, |
Twenty-give years there was
considerable curiosity. aboul

_technical literature from Russia

was founded in
behest of the West

Research  Scciety.,
."There Wwas a considerable de-
mand for technical and scient!

\'Se literature after twelve years

#ionul affairs by dictatorship |

'and war. Next week the 25th

‘anniversary of the

The library with

no doubling up in
j
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disseytations, 137,000 Germa

library's

. founding will be cclebrated. |
its exten-
of technical de-
~velopment ensures that there is
research.
Apart from the publications.

and 55000 in Ruyssian, none of
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and nothing was k:}bwn,,abﬁut
oublications i Japan. That-has
changed. Russian publications
that were difficult to come Dby

were once the most prominent -

feature of the library; but thie
hgs now been overtaken DY
Japanese technical literature
that accounts for about ten
per cent, the same figure as
for Russian. |

Forelgn language: pubuica-

. tions are. stored away in ihe

originaj language, and in the
main are used in the griginal,
hut ‘TIB does have translation
facilities. Gerhard Schlitt has

5 figt of about &0 to S0 transla-
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guiage concerned hut  also in

the giscipline involved. A-trans
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~*Mail-order” lib

“iﬁtiﬁn ‘eost
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+v for. information.

“spat this

diately- Flve per

" rians.
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rary. ©

and NM2 00,

The library s geed in the
mala by students at the univer.
¢ity, but there gre aboul 7,000
s eustomers” from
elsewhere, major engineeriny
concerns, _
concerns, the ‘eleciro-and phart-
maceticals industry aod mce-

.-

. dium-sizej operations 8s well ag
.researchers. ! -

1f a person wanis ;
book -or a publication o the

charge via the
Wes{ German libraries. To ap-

to loan a,

can be done free -of-
Joan system of !

oly for a loan there is & SES-

¢lal form avajlable and it
costs ten deutschmarks, The
book is delivered fainly within
two to three days. B

" §f the publication is requir-
ed urgently this can.be done”

within a day and costs twenty.
deutschmarks. Reqguesis- per
telefax cost DM25,

There &re .
340,000 requests for . publica-

tions per Year,
+which are deslt

cations require resedrch.: The
remainder of the requests are
those that cannot be met.

The loan operation employs
208, including 47 gualified libra.

TIB and the univer-
are borne 30 per

libraries,
sity library,
pent bv eentral

ailalulis  fabvgov prete .

per cent of the budget hecause

of the umversity hbrary.

approximately’
§0 per cent of,

with immecg..
cent of appli-.

government

The costs of the two-,
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