frshad say in Dhaka

! suse the students for his political gains.
is the crux. of the problem — hether students
' ‘themselves be, used 10
P -—eluner. administration. o1 the
- opposition. If president Ershad has seid SO
meants what he said it may .upderst.andably be put
down to the what he has seen happening over the
"1 years in this countrys. . - . L
- Induction of ctudents difectly into politics
" dates back to pre-independence days (in the form
parties as N.SF. elc.) -and |

of such noted student. |
g ti vernor Munayemn Khan of then East -

manoeuvre ~bacKiir-
{s common knowledge.

!

' tices of _
| or politics of politicians
habitat of students-and
across @ battle line
clashes.- And we have lived to see

happening—not only, at times, with

dead and injured; but )
ruined and, -into the bargain, the academic
vitiated. Over the years this has happen- |
ed violently and disquietingly-enpugh to be warning
for .the future. And we are yet to see
dents, politiciaris or the government Dbave learnt
enough to eschew those styles ang methods that .
have not paid at all in the past.
" But it would be naive to.
students - -‘would have nothing
For .one thing, pooT, struggling developing €O
§1ike Bangladesh - could never put in a watertight
,compartrnent its central youthforce, namely,
dents - and decree that {hey must give king,
talking about, and taking part, in politics. That
would reflect a brand of totalitarianism that is stif-
ling and wOIKS against indi iduals’ intellectual and
social right to freedom of thinking—and ‘behaving.

them freguently
casualties « of

. ycareers
atmosphere

w or preach that
to do with -politics.

them.

Y out of their education
i sponse to a call to join in
dence against British rule. | | _
- what however distinguishes such student par-
ticipation in political upheavals from - the current
torm or nature of it is that where it was a collec-
tive response 1o a mission, we have it now in- the
form of continuing in- ighting among- students—
under extraneous influences. At all events
{ the outcome is as ungualifiedly negative as can

dent’s energy and -attention, namely,; his

pursuit of kniowledge; intellectual * squipment * in |

jgeneral, go by the -wayside. And if-we have now
ibeen faced with a steadily deteriorating 'education-
al situation (with indiscipline,.s'heavy rate of. €x-
“amination. failures, -declind
’iship etc.) itis to'a large extent due this Incursicn
j into education from outside. = I
= As we have hinted earlier, coni rontation oOn
the direct political pjane between what may pre-
dictably _emerge as a government-backed student
" }wing ard an ‘opposition-supported one car advance
neither the political cause of the country in the
true sense nor that
defeat bath. And the continuing, instability and the
failure of democracy over the years and the persist-

stable, democratic national

s
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rather perilous political involvement on this side or
that must be clearly drewn and kept assiduously
from disappearing in course of time. And 5 viable,
self-respecting student leadership r
limbo of frustrations and negations of the past, we
P_E__hgje—ifiﬂ ‘be able to.keep students a compact,
| sally patriotic youth-and-workforce uphgle;
r this side’s or that side’s interestr” g
of the nation. And here is orr-en |
fora™
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countries
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g standards of scholar-. :

of students. It may instead |

otc. But the line separating such idealism .and ihe

rising from the
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