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- A. government is entrusted with
: the delicate and difficult task
|-Of managing affairs of state, both
i internally and externally. ‘The
j'duty of Police is to control and
 regulate affairs effecting the ge-
' neral order and welfare of sodi-
ety It is widely oaccepled that
students are-in the process of a
riraining which prepare them for
the future resronsibilities of a
nation. These three segments of
\society are separate in orientation
and roje: but are alwavs found
interacting with each other in so
many wavs. The recerd of this
interacting role of these segments
has pot atways been satisfactory
in Bangladesh and for that mat-
ter jn any developing country of
the Third world Althoueh nobo-
dy could envisage a completly
idyllic situation, the .ansatisfac-
tory experience is also what ons
Lwould not certainlv desire, ‘This
is more so in the case of Bangla-
desh. a country born-out of a
terrible blood-bath which affect-
ed ali segments of the society.
But we desire it or not. the Gov-
bromendpolicesstudents  triangu-
lar relationship has so far follow-
ed a course not always satisfac
tory. Morz ioften than not stu-
‘dents are found on a collision
course with forces = represented
by a combination of government
'and police. Such a phenomenon
{is not rare when a colonial rule
Eexists and administration is. op-
pressive. But Bangladesh is an
i'indepﬂndent pation and adminis-
tration is not supposed to be op-
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frontation? What is really amiss?
'The discussion that follows
‘would seek to answer these and
other related questions and sugg
ests certain remedies.

There are
rate aspects of this verv com-
plex phenomenon. On the one
‘hand, there is the oft-repecated
, complaint kv the government
‘and for that matter by wpalice
that confrontational  sjtuations
‘are products of student indiscl-
pline and violence snd on the
"other, we got ta reckon with the
complaint by the student com-
munity of police excesses in the
act of regulating law and order

and the censequent harrowing
atrocities, These two separate
phenomena are linked by a

causat connection. Any obiective
p explanation should wy to find
‘out/answers to two questions,
First, what causes spudent indis-
' cipline and violence  Secondly do
" % police éxcesses reallv help solve
this problem? :
* The problems that face the
- ;students and make them unruly
‘are not unigue and isolated from
ithose that ocoyuise and desi
.abilise ‘our societv. In this sense,
Bangladesh does not reallv make
an exception to all other deve
joping nations. These problems
are -mainlv socio-economic  with
‘politital’ Difianifestationsa The
break-away _  from . Pakistan
‘was 'haétEﬁéﬁ bv a desire {0 build
on egalitarian society where the
masses would have basic requure.
ments' of life fulfilled, But even
after thirteen yeats of indepen-
dence ithis goal seems chimeric.
Bangladesh has gone down the
scale of poverty further and is
considered one of the thirty-six
Least Developed Countries most
affecied by adverse socioecono-
.mic circumstances The gap be-

widened: and the ratio of land
less poor increased, The post
independence -cuphoria arg  ul-
creasing frustration have made
things further compiitated, Ten-

| sion in such a society is inevit-
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pressive. Then, whv is this con:

.indeed two sepa-

this as a gloomy foreboding fo

- dents of those colleges by threats
Hween the rich and the poor has’
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issues. Wide and diverzent views
are reftected in the formation of
a countless number cof , political
parties - alwavs found i1 compe-
tition with each other for power.
Absence of- a conssnsus  and
growth of political
platforms maké politics violent
and unruly This is the case of
all the Third World Countries.
That the so-called hig democracy
of India is also a part of this
scenario has been proved. by the
violent killing of Indira Gandhi.
Anvone closely followini: Bangla-
desh politics since 972 would
know what diversion violence has
reached The tenor of this analy-
sis is that frustration and eXas-
peration born- out of unresoived
socio-economic  ills - 1nevitably

, lead to violence that threatened

general law and order and also
stability of the society. The un-
wanted,;manifestations ofisuddent
behavioural pattern are to be
linkzd to this géneral socio-eco-
nomic problem. 1

The administration or those
who manage home affairs would
argue that studeng indjscipline

own to do the
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has links with certain problems. . .
-of the campus and machinaticns ' ,

on the contrary, the police had
intervened and acted on their
, normal iob of
enforcing law and order in the
campus by by-passing the uni-
viersity - authorities the result
would have been certainly dif-
ferent, 1 belleve instances such
as this, if. followed

saner elements of the student
community.

in an independent country all
apparatuses of government are
public interest
and nnt to, ¢reate circumstances
that binder it. - The dccasional
police excesses in the face of stu-
dent indiscipline do ¢reate cir-
cumstances that certailv hinder
overall public interest, The law-
enforcing authorities are expect-
ed to demonsirate ptmost Jest-

raint even upder the nost trving |
- eircumstances. After
‘are at’ least monre .than one ways
of dealing with a siluation and

ail, there

the least violent wav is the most
desirable, Both paities stand to
gain from such & way, Under
such circumstances on2 should
not forget that violence
viclence '

-

of political parties But as an..

explanation 1 would repeay thel
argument that these are corolla-;
ries to the problems facing the)
society in eeneral, - '

If student indiscipline is caus-
ed by overwhelming socioecono |
mic problems a confrontational
attitude by the authaorities would
not help. It is certainly not a
case  where a hard task:master
disciplines his unruly students,
The police excesses in the past f
have only widened the gap bet-
ween the police and the student .
community, If tnis trend conti- .
nues unabatéd in  an indepen-
dent country . future would be
critical. As a person involved
with the student community for
the last eighteen vears I take |

the troubled nation - .

What is the. wavy out? Two |
ways could be suggested: one
long-run and the other shori-run
The fongrun sofution presuppos- |
es a comprehensive approach 1o}
the solution of our sodig-€Cono- |
mic problems aimed - ai establish- |'
ing an egalitarian society. But
this cannot be achieved-unless &
truly representative government

holds the reins of power. In the |

short-run the police could . do

well in cooperating with authorl- |
ties of rejevant educational in-
stitutions for with the incidence |
of student indiscipline. One fine |
example of such cooperation is.
the recent mapnagement of coll¢ge
examinations . at . the University -
of Dhaka, Theé exaiination’cen-
tres at,some of the citv coliéges-}
for {Honours. ahd M.A final exa-'}
minations were canceiled for 1% ¢
ported unfairmeans by the stu-

denis and the inabilitv. of the

authorities of the collegzes in

question to check them. The de |

cision of the authorities  of
University of Dhaka. |
these examinations under direct
supervision at the Unijversity was |
opposed by some misguided stu:

and actual acts of violence,

Never* .« 285, superb COOpEra- |
tion of tue police with members
of the staff of the University of
Dhaka and the Student Action
Committee of the Dhaka Univer
sity Central Students’ Union has
made it possible to hold the
examinations smoothiy under the
most difficult circumstances. if
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wouid g0 a long wav in enhanc- |
ing the prestige of the police as
‘a communtity in the eves of the
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