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Every new year in Saudi rapid  and  comprehensive one of the guiding forces behind Sultan Bin Salman in his histo-
Arabia ushers in g new cra of impmvempnt in all levels the drive to better education, ric June 1985 space journey in
change and progress in the of education fostered by the has told Saudi students thas the shuttle ‘Discovery’.

field of education with ever- Ministry of Edueatlon. The Arst country needs more young men

increasing- demand for highly minister of education wag no - {o go info engineering, agricul~ .~ King Abdul Azjz University
skilled -and educated workers,  Jesg s person than today’s King turg and petrgolleum engineering,  in Jeddah is the Kingdom’s
To keep pace with the dynamic Fahd Bin Abdul Aziz who was UNIVERSITIES second largest university. Foune
situation, the Kingdom hag keenly aware of the country’s There are soven universities ded by the local businessmen in .

developed what has become one need for modern education © jn Saudi Arabia, theé oldest be. 1967, King Abdul Aziz i
of the best systems of higher for all citizens. In Jupe- ing the King Saud University =~ University became a  state-run
education-in the Middle East. 1982, in his firot official address  is Riyadh. Founded in 1957, &t institution i 1971. The univer.
30 years ago, no formal univer-  to the nation ag its  leader, is the largest university in the sity’s main focus has been on
sittes existed in Saudi Arabia. King Fahd made 3 solemn Kingdom with an enrollment of.  sciences, medicine, econmics,
At present there are seven pledge: *“One of our objectives'* 23,315 studeats. Being symbolic . and the humanities. In addition «
uaiversities  providing higher:  he said, ‘i3 to se¢ that the fast of the Kingdom's commitment ¢o it has a faculty ‘of ﬂﬂﬁga}iqnﬂl
education to 90,000 young men moving wheel of .education will development of higher education  Sciences, roflecting Joddah’s tra-
and  women, equipping them  maintain its romentum, and - the universitys budget has incra. ditional link with the sea, The ﬁ
with the necessary knowledge to that the level of education will sed 370-fold over the last 26  umiversity's faculty of metsoro-
meet the challenges of the 1980s be improved both qualita-  years. Its budget for 1985 86 has logy and environmental scisnces
and even beyond. tively and quantitatively™, been fixed at SR 2 billion (548 has of late gained renown for its
_Education has deep and While the 1970s were marked million dollars). With branches = work in moaitoring environmenta [
ancient roofsin the Arabian By the cstablishment of new  in .Abha and Al-Qassim, the  pollution. At present the univee |
peninsula. Since the birth of universities and a expansion of university oflers 123 undergra- £sity has 15,000 students. The |
Islam, the puorsuis of knowledge ¢xisting university facilities, the duate majors, as well as 21 ad- university has a branch in Me- |
has been asacred dutyforall  mid—1980s have witnessed 8 vanced degrecs including agri-  dinah specialising in  teachers
Muslims. As such, schools stronger emphasis on the quality = culture, “education and pharma- training. Since ifs establishmens
and other centers of higher - of education. The. Kingdom's cology. 'The university’s new 11,000 students have receivad _
learning were common through- higher educational system, like camp at Diriyah, fnaugurated undergraduate degrees. ,

out the Islamic world. Medieval the large industrial develop- by H.M. King Fahd Big Abdu] .
Arab scientists are credited with  mental projects initiated duri:l:g - fz:‘z in Decmgnbtr 1913?1. was Imam = Muhammad Bin

g, jmado _critical break-  the boom  years'  of -t 108 built at a cost of SR 5.7 billion ~ Savd University, founded in
through in medicine, chemistry decade, is now being tuned, with (1.56 billion dnllag)_ The cam[f 1974 is -a " consolidation of a
and mathematics, cuality and” oo ciency, higher  pus is 620,000 square meiery  Rumber.of séience  and relai
Universities in their contem- quality and compatibility with and features housing  facilities ~ iDSttutes located'in Riyadh and |
porary form, however, first app- . §audi Arabia’s  particular  for 45000 students, other cities within the Kingdom.
cared in the Kingdom in the economic and social priorites. The Islamic  University jn =~ 11 fact, the Institute of Science
mid-1950s with the fundicgof  The ingdom’s planners antici-  Madinah has 3,400 students, 85 [0 Riyadh, established by late

- King Saud University in Riyadh. pate that university enroliment cent of whom Ring = Abdul Aziz in’- 1950,
tion and ‘toafnica SiouS SuEa-  will reach 110,000 by 1990, g bor; St of whom and other < forms the core of ‘whas f3 | -
~ Bon and training were the pri- addition, many students who *  countries  of the  world,  DOWknown as Imam Muham.
foagy form of higher learning.  would have ofberaios enfolled  The Islamic  University was  ™ad Bin Saud Ubiversity. The
Religlous institutes in Makkah in a university are now being founded in 1961 as a  tradi- vniversity specialises in Islamic
aad Madinah had been in exis- ‘encouraged to enter vocational tional Islamic institution. It Studles, teacher education,

tence for many years: today they . and technical schools and was Yecognized in 1975 to Arabic language & literature, It
still exist as parts of larger un;- institutes for practical trainfog *  the devel%pmentl need of sT:Ef has branches in Madinah, Abha,

versities which have incorporated programmes, Arabia and other Muslim - puraidh and Al-Hasa. It hag
othe facilities as well. S oND KNOWLEDGE  tries. Students at the Tsiuon; - branches o foreign sontrivs e
uring the past 30 years, Education, whether at the University can study for degrees Mauritania, Djibouti and Uni-

higher education in the Kingdom clementary or the university in such fields litiguist ted Arab Emirates. Moreover, ;
- has madea big leap forward. level, represents aninvestmen{ Islamic law, Qﬁ?an icmg:ti;dii: the university runs two Arabic °

o™ o King Saud “University i 'the fature and. eoresitont and Islamic literature language institutes in Japan and
was founded in 1957, it  .p being of generations to _ The University of Petroleim ~ [0donesia.

a total eorollment of  come. Furthermore, through = and Minesals was founded By S bebad s -
only 21 students and ‘a tea- higher education, the King. late King Faisal Bin Abdyl Aziz cytaplished in 1975, King

ching 'staff of nine, According dom hopes to enhance jig at Dhahran in 1963. This uni Faisal Uuiversity at Al-Hasa
] - ] u - [ ] [
to the recently released annuai position  regionally and inter. - versity is widely acknuwledg?d offers degrees in agticalture,

report . of the Ministty of  paronaily b becoming techno- ¢ ing” instituti cducation,  veterinary science
Higher Education, enroliment lngicallyy self -suﬁcie%t. = The - fgr bethethestllfgﬁl?g nifnst:tﬂ:tmn and medicine, It ‘had a

-at the Saudi ~Universities  gg: attitude toward higher  sciences in the Middle Eas  total sorollment of = 3,209
:_g IDESQDacadcm[fh year hlglﬂs education was best summed up At a leading cenire EB}%{- i%ﬂ? oy _tﬁﬂ academic ?ﬁf,
+ topped ; 000, with a teaching HM King Fahd when  soientific tesearch and innova- th « waen ten per cent o
staff of approximately 9,000, apening the King Saud Univers- tion, the University of Petrgle- iadents coming from abroad.
:BFtWB#ﬁ_Il 1970 and 1985, univer- 1ty’s new campus In December um and Minerals plays 2 picnee- Dunngthe past ten yeats the
| sty enrollment has grown at an 1984, He said “With science we ring role in the Kingdom’s umiversity has graduated 680
average annual rate of 18.5 know the path * towards truth development efforts. The scien- students, 36 per cent of whom
percent.  The . Progress  and with knowledge WEC preserve our - tists of the research Institute of specialised n engineering and
change embodied in _these honour among nations. this university played a gregp- 28 per cent in agricultural
figures provides an indication of HM. King Fahd, himself  roje in  preparing  Prince stiences. In  addition to the
the extent of higher education e o S above mentioned specializations,
development in Saudi Arabia. A T et I . the university’s 12 faculties also
FOURTH PLAN PRIORITY PO VRN | udeiori linguages, che.
Higher &dﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ W’i u ﬂﬁllti- | . Bo. L A o : ] »

sciences ion.
nue to get top priority in Saudi eaces and education :
Arabia as it implements the Umm Al-Qura  University
Fourth Five-Year Development in Makkah is in fact composed
the Ministty of Planning, an institutes of higher education. In _
estimated SR 40.3 billion (S1,04 5 SBIMEIE 19281 a Royal decree turnad the
| billion) bas been aliocated for B e L LB 3 College of Sharia and Eduzation
higher education to be spent, | T as an independent university
| ther 1 lﬂdiﬂtlf:ﬂ of %hﬂhiéiﬂg Qlll'ﬂ.' Abﬂﬂt IZ’m Etlldﬂllts
range importance o er ; .
cdugatiun was the establishment, Sic.at present studying i the

i University’s seven academic
-ten years ago, of the Ministry de ents aad i : ©
of Higher Education, partments and its Arabic lan

The. developments that led  focus 1;? ﬁ:ﬂ J;}ve;s%;h?sng;'ﬂ
to the formation of the Minis- ligion, 38 {
tty of Higher Education can | e studyi mfncfsli;;icm:;giu
_ be credited largely o be the tacher's education and science,
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