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| Scientific And Technological Informa
| Systems—IT '

. . ~Abdul Matin

I SINCE information is an inter. policy and national networks; ment of regional information sys. :
- 7 nationa) - resource, it fol- Special assistance to developing tems amongst its developing penerated information such as
~ lows therefore that cooperative countries : member countries. repional net

't sclentific arid techpical journals
efforts on a global scale is es. UNESCO has initiated action egtahﬁshﬁd in
sential for the goal of ensuring. Yo develpp ifour redlomal met- n for etes
easy access  to mformalion for works consisting of developing infor
users ali over the world, In 1e- member ,countries. namely (1)

tion

5. Primary soarces of locally

Cellt vyears international efforts
have been focused on '
for transfer of seientific and
technical information for achiey.
mg the goal of industrial and
SOCi0-economic progress of deve
loping nations. In 1974, 135 coun
iries meeting at the UN Genera!
Assembly proclaimed the follow.

INg as one of the pripciples of
the new international economic
order,
“Giving the developing countri.
€S access to the achievemen:‘s
of modern science and,technolo
gy and promoting the transfer
of technology and creation ot
mdigenous  technology for the
| thenefit of develbping countries
in forms and in  accordance
with procedures which are suft.
ed to their economlcs™. '
Even before the above declar.
| ation was adopted by the Uniten
Nations General Assembly the
| United Nations Educational $ci
entific and Cultural Organisatiui
(UNESCO) had initiated actiosn
in 1971 on its Intér-governmentsl
Information System on Science
and Technology (UNISIST) pru.
ject which is aimed at promot-
ing world.wide flow of scientilic
and technical jinformation with
mcreasing international cobpera.
tion to improve the accessibility
and  use of ‘ijnformatiop as an
international transferable resour.
ce to contribute optimally to
the scientific and socio-economic
development of all. countries,
UNISIST is more of a con-
cept than a physical system thi-
cugh which UNESCO sought to
promote and stimulate the sys
tematic deveiopment of informsa
tion transfer services world-wide
regionalJy and within its mem-
ber countries its aim s to -
. ganise a world.wide network f
information transfer service ‘bas
ed on voluntary cooperation of
the existing and future nationa?,
regional! and international infor
mation cepires and to develop a
system for the free flgw and
dissemipation  of the world's
bodv of professional and speci-
alized information in all fields
of,basic and applied sciences
engineering and technology The

L T

work plan of the UNISIST Prog p

ramme comprised five obijectiv.
es, namely:

- Improving information trag
sfer: Improving tools of system
i interconnections; Developing spe
cialized information manpower:
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the need

| Developing science information™ UNESCO
- . - - P

South-Bast Asia, (23 South and

- Central Asia (3) West Asia and

Ul'm has alsp formmubated
& scrvice of guidelines for as.
sessment. planning and develop
ment of information resources
and institutions in the  develep
ing "tountries” with 4 view to en-
abling them to derive. maximum
benefit from the world’'s resour.
ce of specialized and technical
information

Bangladesh is already vartici-
pating in the UNISIST Prog.
ramme of UNESCO. A UNISIST
Naticnal Committee has been
formed comprising of represen
tatives of various research and
development organizations and
concerned ministries. . and:
the Bangiadesh National Scienti
fic and Technical Documentatiop
Centre (BANSDOC) has been de.
signated as focal point of UNI-
SIST activities in Bangladesh_

Among other international -in
formation systems_ International

Nuclear Information Svstems

(INIS) based at Vienna, Interna.

tional Information System on Ag-
ricultural Sciences (AGRIS) also
at Vienna Development Scitnces
Information Systems (DEVSIS).
based in Ottawa, Canada Interna
tional Labour Information Svs.
tems (ILISy based in. Genctva
Switzeriand, etc. L .
The World 5 Heailth 0?;.
nization (WHOjy has s
ted the “MEDLINE" - in
formation services in COUPCTH.
tion with the Medical Literadino
‘ Retrieval Svstetn

Information Borvice an¢ DBoo
mentation Centre {fﬂg} bosed

the  Intermational Cen-
trg for Diarrhoea) Disense
esearch Bangladesh . (IC
DDR.B) at Dhaka i3 also - a
landmarig amongst international
infur:rnatiﬂn networks
special emphasis on the
region_.

In addition to efforis of
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Jor 4he benchit of

Withifi the count
d. Information sources such gs inp

Within Bamgladesh, in addition
fo the BANSDOC_ though unde:
the administrative control of
the Bangladesh Council of Scien
tific - and lndustrial Research, it
covers ‘all fields of science ap:d
technology and provides services
to research and-development or.
ganisations as well as academic
institutions

In the field of Health Science
WHO introduced the Health Lib-
rary Literature Analysis and
trieval Systems (HELLIS) pet.
work, based in New Delhi

Despite all these developments
jn the establishment of interna-
tional and regional information
netlworks,. - a great deal still re
mains to be done. Because «f
the resource constraints and’
Lack of poljtical will in many
of the developing countries de
velopment of scientific and tech

-pical Information petworks has

not received -due attention of
the planners and decision ma
kers at the highest level of their
governments,

It is. therefore, necessary 10
cmphasize that the develonitig
gountifes must give due atten
tion towards strengthening of
their national scientific and tech
nical information systems  with
a vicw to establishing cffective
tmm ' wimm tion sﬁ&

ati
of pation
nsers. The components of na
information systems

o users from
rv and abroad;

primary and ‘secondary publica

tions and reference sources etc:

4 Touls for access to indigenous

having' A Seurces of scientific and technical
Asian fnformation such as

abstracting-

and indexing services coverng

ihe information gencrated within the - -
1o promote develop- countries |

I |

Re cessing techniques for standardi-

smneRy ATaints of the
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ch and _devégdpfﬂem activities:

v 18 I.'flrectory of users of in-
rmation and profiles of sub

Ject interest, and ‘Who’s Who"
in different fields:

11, Acquisition and holding
list of information centres: _
12. Unlon lists of scientific

and technological periodicals in
the network:

13. Manual of information pro

zation of iaformation processes:
and finally,

14, National bibliographic con
trol of technological literature
produced in the country.

Since information is a commo
dity which is available at a high
cost it is pertinent that careful
study of technological require
ments of each country should be
studied in depth and speciallzed
subject interest. be developed
keeping in  xiew the economre
pﬂties of the _ i tgc
v nrent progfsmmes ‘the
country, Morooyer an  enviros
ment should be.- qeated for éx-
clmnge of information mutualle
‘through a network and to allow
oceesn to data banks in the de

‘Qeveloping coun

trées as well as aiming

mxunumbes_:ditsm

deriy
from the -
‘IE‘



