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Dy. Victor Hao Li, President of the EWC, came

"day visit early this week. He met our Fducation Mi :
Khan, addressed a reception of the EWC Alumni Association members and
talked to high Government officials. In

A.U. M. FAKHRUDDIN he answers sottie qu

lated 1ssues.

- Mass education
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to Dhaka on & three-
nister Dr. A. Majeed

this interview
tions ab_qut education and re-

with Times staffer!

must

for development

The East West Center ‘(EWC]
js an educational institution
located
Established in 1960 by . the
Statecs Copgriss the
Center works to ‘premeote better
refations end understanding
among the nations of Asia, the

Pacific and the United Staies

thrcugh  cooperative  Study,
training ang research.’

The Center today is engaged
with some 60 countries and-
territaries in a region extend-
ing from thi= stbcontinent
sastward through Asia to Japan
and from Australia acfosg the
Pacific to the United States
each year, two-third of ils near
ly 2,000 participaniy C¢ome
from, Asian and Pacific nations
cne-third from United States,

The Center is a nonprofit

;| educational corporation, Itg in-

ternaticnal Board of Governors

ncludes members from the .

United States. Asig and  the
Pac:fic. The Center’'s major

| source of funding is an aniual

US Congressional approprié-
tion, additional financial contri.
butions have come from 21

| Asian and Pacific governments

and from, mnumermg DAVAtC
foundations, public agencied
corporations angd individuals.
Sitnated on the University
of Hawaeii’'s Manoa Campus the
Center's facilitieg include &
300-office building housing re-
search and edministrative offi.
ces for the international staff
of 250 three residence halls
fﬂr' mﬂicipﬂnts and a confer-
ence center with meeting
rooms. :

Multidisciplinary . teams of

i specialists addressing major pro P

blems of internationsl concern
work within the Center's five
research institutes-—Resource

* Systems, Population Environ-
, ment and Policy Culture Learn.

ing and Commugication With
& wide embrace, the Center
brings togethey academic, gove
_ businesg and
media leaders from through-
cut the
staff teams in identifying and
exAmining core jssues and de-
‘vising possible solutions, =

" 1 - Related programme offices in.

chide: the Pacific Islandg Deve.
lopment Program which orga-
nizes applied research projects
m many fields in response to
the requests of island leaders;
Centerwide Programs which
address broad issues of econo.
mic and sécial development; in-
lermaticnal relationsand econo-

. micg education and 3 range of

roncerns in the humanities and
Open Grants  which provides

. flexible educationzl programmes

for graduate students working

in fields not directly linked to ags the

[

in Honolulu, Hawaii .

Tregion ta join with

the problem-oriented  1nsti-
tutes., - )

EWC rescarch projects  are
selected througr a continuing
examination of regional needs
that involves Center staff and
specialistg from many nations,

ScoTes of conferences and

‘workshops held annually in .
‘Howzijj and throughout tre-re-

gion bring together both in-
fcrmation and people in order
to share experience, knowledge
and advice To convert research
resulis  into practical action
the Center strives to bring new
hinding; and alternative appro.
aches directly to the astention
of private ang public decision-
makers, EWC projectg have in-
rvolved or ‘reached policyanad
kers at all levels and- have re-
sulted in hundred; of books,
art.icles manuals and b.bliogra-
phies, generating new ideas
proposals and policies. :

Within the past 23  years;
more than 30,000 men and wo-
men-—over 20,000 from Asia and
the Pacific and more than 10,000

from the United States—have

participated in East-West Cen.
ter programmes inciuding pre-
sidents, cabinet members gover.
nors scholars, educators busi-
ness leaders journalists scien-
tists and creative artists

B.T.: Th» Eus.West cen-
ter dealy with many uiscipii-
nes, phid researchws on vari-
ous aspects of kte, say from.,
culiure to technology, ot the
-regioug it covers, W:ll, ag you
bave visijed some deveioping
couniries( do ycu find ahy
major Joophiles in the edu.
cation system and economc
lanoing in these countiries;
Dr.V. H. Li: In fact ¥ have
been masily looking how our
programmes at the East-West
.Center in Hawaij fegt the needs
and the priorittes of the -coun.
trieg that we work with. One

of the things I learn; on this
trip for example js that there
is in the South Asian region a
very great emphasis on rural
develcpment. Relatively- speak.
ing, we do not do &s much of
that as could be  of interest to
the countries of South Asia,

So, what we would try to con-

sider after 1 return to Hono«
hulu wilf  be .the rura] de
lopment side. ' -

AS vyou have wanted to
know about, perhaps I cannot
talk much about the loopholes
in planning in the countries
i visited, :
~ BT.: Do you have sy
comment to make on the per
fermance of the siudents
and rescarchers from Bangla-
cdesh at the EWC(?

Pr Li: Three gr four years

~That.js because in those

bath students and rescarchess

—~ coming from Bangladesh
had declined. A new sysiﬁ'n
of spplication and nominailen
of students wag started |
Bangladesh a few years Ndw
ang we have gog SOmMe promis,
jng students. Thus the num-
ber of siudents ig climbing up
again,

On the researchers’ side Wé
have not gotten 8 lot of DPeo,
ple from Bangiadesh, at least
for the last two years. One of

the difficultie; that appears to

be is that we have not adegya-
tely publicised of our p
me opportunities to the [
in your country. i

B.T.: We belong o the

exclusively for the LDCs?

Dr Li: We have consider:
jinterest  in strengthening
expanding cur' programme ¥
the LDCs, Uutill now the st

gth of our programme is
_uentrateg o East and
East Asia, and last of all

the Subcontment. The - of
the purpose of my visit' hery is
to learn more about the 1die
tions and the prioriticg of the

o :
sERFSnw

Subcontinent and thereby #du. .

cate myself so that we Can
see how to expand our Pro-
gramInes.

We do run into some diffi-
cultieg in (rymg o expand oul
prcgrammes. For exampié, I
ment'oned -earlier that we hava
not been very  suce in
commupicating cur progr
plans o people here. We
been more successful in
countries of South Esast Asaa,

tries we are gble to write
Iy to colleagues in govern t3
and universities, tell theT t
our plans, invite them tojour

pregrammes and in that than-:

ner we can make some Ppro.
gramme planning t;r_;g;a-‘t-l'uar4:|r In

Bangladesh—and  indeed in.
much of the Subcontinenf —

the applicants approach thro

ugh a government agency, and!
we have to rely on their pro-!

cessing the matters,
B.T.: We gather you pyo-

duced a . fim _
by Culture Learning Institgte
of the EWC, How would

' evohuate the activities of
Institute?

Dr Li: That particular]los.,
titute, I think, hags not L

8; good work as some the
other  institutes, particularly

pcpulation, Resoutce systems
and environmen;

we have been undertiking
now is fo try to

S oy
Sy

DR. VICTOR HAO LI:

““We in the
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EWC are reslly very fn

teresied in expandingl our prog rammes so that these are suit-
able for the needs and priorf tles of Bangiadesh™. '

ably strengthen our work in
the cultural greas. -
B.T.: What should in your opi-
nion bea the basic education po-
licy in a developing country ha-
ving given clrcumstances as In

Bangladesh ?

Dr, Li: In my opinion the em-
phasis should be primarily on
broad mass education. Unless
people in the rural areas reach
a certain degree of literacy and
general educsation, their develop-
ment would be greatly imped-
ed. Therefore unless there is
some familiarity with little L't
of basic science and oertainly

'literacy, so that instructions re-

garding the operation of & ma
chine can be made understooki
Family planning, again, calls
for serious attention and peopic
should be informed of the wur-

gency of the issue and of how
1o take effective measures, For
this une shall have to read
some msiruction books and this
is where the guestion of mass
‘education comes in. - Because
‘there is always a limit to what

a government or any other ac-
tion can do by itself, Thus tht-"
need for a good substantial pri-
mary cducation cannot be over-
Emphﬂﬂsed- re . . |

B.T.: Education lirelevant to
social needs is sald to be ui
productive. What is your oph+
nfon 7 . _

Dr. Li: In developing as we¢
as in developed countries in
cur limes there is a great deal
of emphasis on: the study of
science and technology. Obvious-
ly the benefits of science and
technology are tangible. In that
sense studying these subjects
may appear relevant. Contrari-
ly, cultural studies may not help
construct & bridge on a river.

Nevertheless these have enorm-
ous importance in the life of o
people. Some people may start

i HEX I

. studying poetry, and 1 think

that may not help them Dbe
come rich. Results of science
and technology are easy (o S
But the humanities and fine arts
deal with the questions of the
values and of the spirit that-are

physically not very much visi-
ble. E.ven then one cannot ignore
the importance of these be
cause without the arts and hue

manities a conntry becomes sph

ritually poor,
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should be fhe most important
and priorty task for tangible
soclocconomic development af
the poorer Third World coun-
tries of the woxld? - - ,

Dr. Li: The longterm objec-
tive should obviously be educa-
tion because that is what builds
the foundation of development
in various scctor.

As for the shori-term, agricut
ture should be glven utmost im-
portance. Over the years Ie-
search instituies have developed
HYV rice seeds and the pooref
couniries need them urgently.
Again, the question -of implemen-
tation is tied to the former onc
of education, In the ultimate

apalysis, education must De
above all other considerations.
Laboratory results can only
reach the target audience if it
ic  educeted- and enlightened
enough.

B.T.: Further to the casual
mention in your last evmin'ﬂ
speeck of an ‘castieast cemtre,

- ig it possibie to concenirate Ont

s intonsive research- to find
out some sclution; to the eastern
underdeveloped countries ?.
Dr. Li: That’s what we should
try to do. But the EWC 1s a
very small institution, and there-
fore the number of problems
that we can try to undertake
to find’ solutions for are neces”

sarily very Nmited. Qur 'tnt.al
‘budget for the year is 20 mil-
lion US dollar. On the one hand
that ic quite a bit of money.
bLbut on the other hand, when
compared to-the UNDP and the
USAID spending we arg -very
small.

Consequently, what the Center
has to do is to pick a manage
able number of problems and
projects of priority. As I said
uptilf now wc take projects that
are quile suitable arising In
Fast and South Fast Asia. A
number of people have raised
the importance of rural deve-
lopmeit, and that is clearly an
important issue of highest prio-
rity here. At tne same time that
is an issuc which can be cal-
led gigantic, -

BT.: ... Because most of the

‘people of the world Hve in vil-

Jages. |
pr. Li: Of course. Therefore

o

number of people—

Bangladesh, my
like one flying over this
mously Hat country with thjck-
ly clustered villages populdted
by many people.
fore, agricuiiure 1ust reogiva
the highest priority. Given Pro-
per attention to rural devejop-
nicnt. I think Bangladesh ill
fiourish into a prosperous cgun-
iry. . - J
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the problems of villages ire\

very large indeed. For insta@cs
to raise the per capita in
of rur.al people by even 10
lars is a very big task, So.
have t¢» make the both ¢
meet an d select issues that

Lbe mana, ged easily.

B.T.: Considering the spread
of micro  computers (Atard,
Apple, Tex.us Instruments and

" s0 on) in .the developed world

that are cap.able of teaching chil-
dren at hovne, an education

page editor on an Austrafian
dafly (Geoff 1Maslen) commgnt-
ed ihat the traditional formy of
schooling wag “m itz death.

. throes”. Would You pleasd ela-

borate the cause. 8 and effects of
this situation ? How do you

view the future o.f these elediro-

nic tutors ?
Dr. Li: My very’ young chil-
dren play with the:se electrgnic
comptters at home and in that
process they can le:irn. Thus
these have their impc rtance, Un
the: other side I can not make
myself believe that t'hese mea-
chines will replace y'eople or
the teachers of my chi ldremn.
This is because mach I

not convey feelings or Vajues
or intensity or commitmi g If

these wonderful machines - feal-

think the whole education pYS-

ly . replace the teachers th? 1
tem will be bankrupt.

However, these micro-com: pu-

ters can supplement or comy ¢
ment to human teaching; &1t
there lies its usefulness, Agai n

; do

|

;

|

these expensive machines ma)”

not be widely used in countgies
outside the developed ones..
audiovisual method of edyca-
tion through VCR is quite ¢
tive. In developing countri
the world where the greater

racy, these portable batiery dpe-

" rated machines can go a l4ng

way in disseminating informa-
tior regarding agriculture, Hou-
sing, health care, hygiene, fajni-
1y planmmmg and many other ba-
sic things of life, '

B.T.: What is yvour impressgon
about the Bangladesh tour ? Do
you have any message ?

Dr. Li: We in the EWC are
really very intcrested in expand-
ing our programmes $o that
these are suitable for the nilln
and priorities of Bangladeshy In
order to do that we need the
active participation of our pol-
leagues and friends in this equn-
try. because thiey know post

what arc your nceds and pric-
ritics. The more we will cfme |
in centact the betler ;wﬂl be

. our programmes. There mayj be
wonderful agreement as alsa gis-
agrecrnent in these program
but that helps

remarkably { be-
cause we can talk openly.

As regards my impressio

Here, there-

" {ority of the people have no Bte- |

|
i
|

_ and policy '
which have done very well' in- l
deed. One of the subjects that . ~

_Eﬂl'tllde;r- J

j_..




