‘Mass litéracy key
to up lﬂ,

.. by Dr, MR Shelley

MASS htteracy is a mnshw‘t
companion of poverty and
kunderdevelnpment Most of the
tEChIlﬂlﬂglCally‘ backward and
* economically poor .nations of
‘the Third World suffer the
.curse of widespread illiteracy

#As the Director Genera}l, UNE-

'SCO revealed on 15th Septem-
‘ber 1982 of ‘the .824 million
-illiterates of the -worla, 640
lell_mn reside in Asia .alone
'swhile” the illiterates in Africa
::unst:tute 80.3% of ﬁth t con-
jtment tntal"’adult
i{the illiterates in Afric-a riem
l‘ber 156 million). In the oil-
“yich Arab lands 57 million peo

ple or 62.1% of the . adult

populatmn are illiterate _
" In underdeveloved and, deve

;ldpmg countries the muntless_

millions who.  cannot read
iwntc remain unabls 10 {rens.
{form themselves iuto aclive

-agents of development, They .

‘gannot comprehend the mean-
1ing and relevvance ' the signi

ficance and use of the process .
‘of socio-economic  develop

ment in individual and natiou
a} life. As a result societies

and governments cannot ache

eve the desired success in orga
inizmg and mobilizing the
!mute millions for ﬂCt“’g and
effectwe participation in deve-

lopment :
_This is the core of the tra.
!gedy of . underdevelopment

‘i}literate people cannot utilise
to the full the various supplies
and services a  modernizing

[gmfemment tries to put at their .
ydisposal Agricultural ‘progress:
;remains slow population actk

i‘lﬂties and family planning pro

" e gy e

gramrnes fml to achmre their
_targets cooperative movvements
get clogged as illiterate and

wuneducated - groups fait to un-

derstand both the motivating !

« and the uperatmnal mechanisn

of organized cooperation

It is therefore generally agre ,
ed that In -order for all moder
nizine and development move
ments to succeed mass literacs
is of pnmary' and k,gy signifis
cance,

tagn s ~Bangladesh jike' mm third

World -countries has g predo-
minantly illiterate population.
‘Nearly seventyeight. per cent
of the population of Bangla-
desh cannot .read and write;
approximately eightyseven
per cent of the Bangladeshi
women .are illiterate. Such™
massive lack of literacy  poscs
a stumeling block on the path -

- 30 the cuuutr)"s overall socio.

economic developmen; and
progress In order to bring .
forth the desired success 1o
various fields such as agricul

“fural development growth in ,
food production for food-
- autarky - and arrest of the;,

rapid rate in the growth of po
pulation, it is necessary 1o -
launch and sustain g resolute !

.pational programme to make

the masses literate.
The - pgovernment iz well

aware of this need. It.is go

ing ~"ahead with a nation-wide -
programme ' fog universal prt
mary ctducatlon . with inter-

" national and World Bank aid

and assistance, It is also tak
ing stock of the situation in S

field of mass jjliteras ‘
| . iilx . <y ff/,




